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Admissions Policy

Desired Image of Students

[1] Those who aspire to become highly skilled professionals who can play an active role in the world with a focus on East Asia.

[2] Those who are interested in the world with a focus on East Asia and wish to understand it deeply.

[3] Students who are motivated to research, and who wish to acquire the ability to explore research topics on their own and carry out research
independently.

There are three courses of study in the Department of Asian and Comparative Studies, and the requirements for each course are as follows.

Comparative Culture of Asia Course

Students with a strong interest in the societies and cultures of East Asia and the surrounding world.
Asian Economy, Business Administration and Law Course

Students who have a strong desire and interest in research related to the social dynamics of the world with a focus on East Asia.
Asian Education and Development Course

Students who have a strong interest in education, particularly in East Asia.

Basic Policy for Selection of Applicants
In order to accept applicants who have the ability and aptitude to receive education in the Yamaguchi University Graduate School of East Asian Studies,
we evaluate and select applicants based on a multifaceted and comprehensive assessment of the ability and aptitude required by the Department of East
Asian Studies.

In the General Selection and Entrance Examination, applicants will be assessed based on a thesis review and oral examination. A written academic
test may also be administered if deemed necessary.

In the Pre-departure Special Selection, applicants will be evaluated based on document and thesis screening.
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Application Guidance 2027 Enroliment

I. Number of Admissions

There is no fixed limit of number of students that may be admitted.

IL. Qualiﬁed Applicants (Applicants who apply the 2" period shall refer to the schedule in parenthesis)

Those who reside outside Japan, and who meet any of the following are eligible to apply. Those who:

1. Have obtained or expected to obtain a Master’s degree from Japanese institutions by the end of March (September), 2027.

2. Have obtained or expected to obtain a Master’s degree or its equivalent from institutions outside Japan by the end of March (September), 2027.

3. Have finished courses of the educational institutions in Japan approved as having foreign graduate school in their education system, and as
having been approved by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Government of Japan, and have obtained or
expected to obtain a Master’s degree or its equivalent.

4. Have completed postgraduate programmes and received a degree equivalent to a Master’s Degree from United Nations University or those
who are scheduled to receive such degree by the end of March (September), 2027.

5. Are approved by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Government of Japan.

(See VIL. 1)

6. Are approved by the Graduate School of East Asian Studies, Yamaguchi University through individual screening of admission qualifications,
as having academic abilities equivalent to those who hold a Master’s degree or a or its equivalent., and have reached age of 24 by March 31
(September 30), 2027.

(See VII. 2)

1. Application Procedure

1. Application Period

‘We shall hold the screenings twice a year as follows.

Application Period 1 October 1 (Thu.),2026- October 8 (Thu.),2026

Application Period 2 March 23 (Tue.), 2027 - April 1 (Thu.), 2027

*Those who apply during the application period 1 can choose either April or October enrollment.

2. Application Process
All application documents (including the application fee) must be submitted to the admissions office by registered mail or by Express Mail
Service. Arrival of the documents within the above period is mandatory.
3. The address documents to be sent:
Admissions Office
The Graduate School of East Asian Studies (Faculty of Economics),
Yamaguchi University
1677-1 Yoshida, Yamaguchi City, 753-8514, JAPAN
4. Application Documents

Document Details
(1) Application Form for Admission The form provided by the Graduate School is required.
(CZ; r(llixamination Card and Mailing Address The forms provided by the Graduate School are required.
(3) Curriculum Vitae/Résumé The form provided by the Graduate School is required. (Form 1)

Required for (prospective) Master’s Degree holders. The transcript should be

4) Master’s P! fficial Ti ipt
(4) Master’s Program Official Grade Transcrip certified and the envelope sealed by the head of the graduate school last attended.




(5) Certificate of (prospective) Master’s Degree

Required for (prospective) Master’s Degree holders.
Certificate of enrollment is required if the prospective one is not issued.

(6) 3 copies of both Master’s Thesis and its
Abstract, or 3 copies of equivalent Research
Report

The abstract of the applicant’s Master’s thesis should be approximately 2,000
Japanese characters or 800 English words. Furthermore, an off print or copy etc.
that shows the announcement or abstract may be submitted in the case research
results taking a form, other than a master's thesis, of a paper, or academic lecture
etc.

Form 2 should be photocopied and used as the front pages of the Master’s thesis,
Master’s thesis abstract, or Research Report. (Form 2)

(7) Research Proposal

The form provided by the Graduate School is required. (Form 3)
Applicants should prepare and submit a research proposal, using the stipulated
format, having discussed its content in advance, with their prospective research
Supervisor.

An introduction to the staff of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies can be
found at http://www.eas.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp/shoukai/shoukai-portal _e.html

Please e-mail us at the address below for the contact details of academic staff.
Graduate School of East Asian Studies Admission Office
eastasia@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp

(8) Application Fee

30,000 yen

Regarding Payment of the Exam Fee from Overseas

Please make an overseas transfer of the exam fee of 30,000 yen plus the
"Receiving Fee, etc." below at the nearest bank branch to the applicant. When
making the transfer, please pay attention to the following points:

(1) Payment of the 30,000 yen exam fee and the “Receiving Fee, etc.” should be
made in yen.

(2) The "transfer fee" and "receiving fee" charged by the bank for the overseas
transfer should be bome by the applicant.

(3) It takes a few days for the funds to be deposited after the transfer procedure, so
check the number of days required for the transfer at the bank branch and complete
the overseas transfer in time for the application period.

(4) Please attach a payment certificate (showing the amount, date and time of

payment, and the payer) to your application documents.

The bank account for the transfer is as follows.

Please note that the submitted examination fee will not be refunded for any reason.
Bank Name; The Nishi-Nippon City Bank, Ltd.

Bank Branch Name; Ube Branch

Bank Branch Address :

1-2-1  Shinten-cho, Ube, Yamaguchi, 755-0029, Japan

Account No.; 0877640

Account Name; Yamaguchi University

Swift Code; NISIJPJT

University Address: 1677-1 Yoshida, Yamaguchi, 753-8511JAPAN
University TEL: +81-83-933-5103

Note 1: Please make the remittance in yen.
Note 2: Please add the bank charge to the total ammount above.

Ask the bank which you use in your country how much the bank charge
is.

(9) Foreign Language Proficiency Certificates

Copies of any language proficiency certificates, e.g. TOEIC/TOEFL scores,
certificates of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (H AGERE/IMIEAER)
held by the candidate

(10) Confirmation of your name and nationality

Required only for international applicants. Applicants should submit either a) a
certificate of citizenship of your nation or b) a copy of your passport.

10
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Written by a supervisor or a person who is able to certify the applicant's

achievement, including mention of the following:

1) The applicant's academic career and achievements (degrees, prises, publications,
etc.)

2) an evaluation of the applicant's academic achievements and potential

(11) A letter of recommendation 3) his/her ability to complete the doctoral program

4) his/her motivation for academic activity

5) his/her personality

The letter should be written in Japanese or English. The relationship between the

writer and the applicant should be specified, the letter should be signed, and the

envelope sealed.

(12) Certified proof of financial support | Required only for international students. A certificate of your bank balance, a
adequate to meet expenses while studying at the | document certifying that you have been, or will been granted a scholarship or
graduate School of East Asia Studies student loan, etc.

4-by-3 cm photo of showing the head and shoulders of the applicant, hatless, taken

(13) Identity photograph (2 Copies) within the 3 months.

IV. Screening Procedure

The screening of applicants is based upon the evaluation of the application documents.
The Graduate School of East Asian Studies evaluates the applicant's specialization, foreign language proficiency, Japanese proficiency (for

international students), and research proposals.

V. Announcement of Screening Results and Admission Procedures

1. The results of screening will be mailed to all applicants from

Application Period 1 December 4 (Fri.), 2026

Application Period 2 June4 (Fri.), 2027

Successful applicants’ registration numbers will be shown on the website of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies.

http://www.eas.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp

2. Period of Admission Procedures

April Enrollment —March 5 (Fri.), 2027

October Enrollment —August 27 (Fri.), 2027

Detailed information will be sent to successful applicants.

VL. Further Information

1. Applicants with disabilities who need special arrangements for academic life at Yamaguchi University are advised to make inquiries in
advance to the Graduate School of East Asian Studies (Faculty of Economics).

2. Those who wish to make inquiries about the application procedures should e-mail in either Japanese or English to:
eastasia@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp
In the case that there should be any omissions or errors in the application documents, they may be rejected and return all along with all fees.

3. Application documents will not be returned and their contents cannot be changed after their submission.
Furthermore, any person who making false statement in any application document may forfeit their right to admission even after formal
admission has taken place.

4. Any person who does not complete the admission procedure within admission procedure period defined above will be assumed to have
declined admission.

5. Fees to be paid on entering the Graduate School:
(1) Matriculation Fee: ¥282,000 (Subject to change, payable at admission)
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(2) Tuition Fee :¥267,900 for the First Semester (Subject to change, payable at enrollment)
¥267,900 for the Second Semester. (Subject to change, payable at the end of November)
Please Note:

1) In case that the University decides to revise the fees and tuition for 2027 entrants after the publication of this document, the revised amounts
will be applied. If the revision is made after the entrants finished the admission procedures, the difference in amount will have to be paid.

ii) Payments of the tuitions while in The Graduate School of East Asian Studies evaluates will be made to the University via automatic
withdrawals from the students’ (or the guardians”) accounts at the Post Office. The dates of transfer will be May 31 for the First Semester
and November 30 for the Second. It is required to have enough amounts at the accounts by the day before each transfer.

iii) As for the tuition, if the revision is made while a student is in the program, the new tuition amount will have to be paid.

iv) In exceptional cases, based on consideration of an applicant’s family and financial circumstances, he/she may be admitted free of the

matriculation and tuition fees.

VIL Certification of Applicants’ Qualifications
(Applicants who apply the 2™ period shall refer to the schedule in parenthesis)
1. Certification relating to II. Qualified Applicants 5
“Are approved by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Government of Japan.” refers to graduates who have
been engaged in research in universities and/or research facilities for at least two years after completing a bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree.
Eligible applicants for the Graduate School of East Asian Studies at Yamaguchi University are required to demonstrate by way of their
research results that their academic abilities are on a par with those of Master’s degree holders in their specialist research fields. To be more
specific, the applicants are required:
a) To have been engaged in research for two or more years after graduating from university in education facilities, research institutes,-etc.

b) To have completed 16 years of school education in foreign countries.

2. Certification relating to II. Qualified Applicants-6

Applicants eligible for consideration as “those who are approved by the Graduate School of East Asian Studies, Yamaguchi University through

the individual certification process, as having academic abilities equivalent to or higher than a master's degree or a professional degree, and will

reach the age of 24 by the end of March (September), 2027.” are university graduates of equivalent educational institution in Japan or abroad,
and have research achievements that are equivalent to or more valuable than a master's thesis in academic books (single-authored) and
academic papers (single-authored)."

(1) The Graduate School of East Asian Studies will examine the course contents of the educational institutions that the applicants attended, and
the content and quality of the applicants’ business practices or research results in/at educational institutions, public offices, or companies, etc.
after graduation (completion), and academic publications (single-authored). Applicants who are deemed to have academic ability equivalent
to or higher than a master's degree or a professional degree will be admitted to the Graduate School of East Asian Studies.

(2) Applicants who wish to be certified by this procedure should submit all the documents listed in VII-3 to the Graduate School of East Asian

Studies (Faculty of Economics), Yamaguchi University. Deadline: September 4(Fri.), 2026 (Feb. 12 (Fri.), 2027).
(3) The Graduate School of East Asian Studies will notify of the result of certification screening by September 24 (Thu.), 2026 (March 3
(Wed.), 2027).

3. Documents necessary for the applications according to II. Application Requirements Sand 6  (to be submitted in Japanese or English)

Document Details
(1) Application Form for Certification The form prescribed by the Graduate School of East Asian Studies is required.
Screening (Form 4)
(2) Graduation Certificate Issued and sealed by the head of the educational institution last attended
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(3) Academic Transcript Issued and sealed by the head of the educational institution last attended

Please use the form prescribed by the Graduate School (Form 5) and attach materials
(4) List of Research Achievements showing specific activities, such as academic books (single-authored) and academic
papers (single-authored).

Applicants should indicate their research experience and have it certified by the heads
(5) Research Experience Certificate of the educational or research institutes, and/or corporations they have worked for after
finishing formal education. A4-sized paper sheets should be used.

There are certain documents such as application forms that new university entrants must submit to the Graduate School of East Asian
Studies for applicants who wish to be screened for admission without coming to Japan. As regulated under Article 9 -2 of the Law about
Protection of Personal Information any personal information collected will not be used for any other purpose by a third party without the
applicants consent.
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The Graduate School of East Asian Studies, Yamaguchi University

East Asia consists of countries or regions with various languages, cultures and religions, and possesses its own distinctive
characteristics formed in the long course of history. Global changes of economic and social structures have sometimes
reduced regional differences, but on occasion have accentuated them, which has caused friction. In particular, the economic
and political turmoil in the East Asian nations which originated in financial friction in the late 1990s, has brought up a lot of
social and economic issues. Understanding how the state of affairs in East Asia influences the world situation is a vital key
to forecasting the future of mankind.

The Graduate School of East Asian Studies aims to train students to be talented and leading professionals who will be able
to exhibit expertise in solving various problems from a broad range of perspectives. The students’ understanding of the
regional characteristics of East Asia will be supported by a suitable geographical environment and by the accumulated
research traditions and varied international exchanges of Yamaguchi University.

Features of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies

* Four divisions depending on the individual student’s research project and his/her future career
intentions after the completion of the course

COURSES AIMS CAREER PROSPECTS

Graduates who understand the own and other
cultures comparatively and sympathetically on
history, culture and societies in Asia. government officers, university

i faculty and high school
Graduates who have deep understanding of | teacher, researcher in research

regional characteristics and social economy of | jnstitute language teacher.
Asia, who are equipped with strong and flexible | {ransiator & interpreter,

analytical power with deep knowledge of journalist, museum curator &

Asian Comparative
Culture Course

Asian Economy,
Management and Law

Course f -
specialty, and who are devoted to realistic | yegearch staff,  staff in
problem solving. international agency, NGO
Graduates who recognize educational issues and | staff, ~ corporate  manager,
Asian Education engage in theoretical and empirical research for | corporate strategy planner
Course solution, through the research and educational
exchanges in Asia.

* Seminar-based curricula supported by two or more supervisors per student
In each division of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies, students are encouraged to develop their
problem-solving abilities, mainly through seminars which provide training for practical applications of these abilities.
Courses offered include:

Basic Seminars
joint seminars directed by a group of supervisors specializing in the research fields concerned; designed to equip
students with diverse approaches to the issues of interest.
Project Seminars
seminars held in a workshop style with two or more supervisors.
Special Lectures
lectures which complement the Project Seminars; various field-researches and case studies are involved.
Dissertation Supervisions
professors provide individual students with practical advice and insights to support them toward the completion of
their dissertations.
Each student gets attentive care and supervision on their research and training from his/her chief-advisor plus
sub-advisor(s). Students are required periodically to make progress reports in the Project Seminars according to
their research schedules. They are regularly given instruction and advice to develop their abilities and knowledge
sufficient to conduct their researches successfully.
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* Guarantee of foreign language proficiency
It is indispensable to be competent in the languages used in the regions if one wishes to be actively involved in the East
Asian academic or business scenes. Therefore, to those who need additional language training, the Graduate School of
East Asian Studies offers classes of communication skills in Japanese and/or the student’s language of emphasis.

Requirement for the Degree

In order to complete the degree at the GSEAS, it is required that the student earn the specified minimum number of
credits in good standing during the three years (excluding non-registered period) of residency, and that the dissertation
draft be approved on the Preliminary Examination and satisfy the rigorous standard of the Final Examination.

As for the period of residency, in case of special approval of the GSEAS that her/his research achievement has shown
exceptionally high standard, one year residency at least is required.

The degree granted at the GSEAS will be doctor of philosophy.

1. Credits Earned
Credits requirement is the minimum 13including the followings:

Dissertation Supervisions : 6 Credits

Code of Conduct Principles for Researcher : 1 Credit
Basic Seminars : 2 Credits

Project Seminars  : 2 Credits

Special Lectures  : 2 Credits

2. Doctoral Dissertation
Student who would want to take the Final Examination for the degree after the application for and the approval of the
Preliminary Examination has to submit the application form for the degree.
In order to apply for the Preliminary Examination, it is required that:
(1) The Dissertation Proposal be turned in and be approved by the GSEAS at the student's second year (in principle),
and
(2) The Preliminary Dissertation Report be done which will be held twice a year, after the approval of the Dissertation
Proposal.
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