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English Learning and Study
Abroad for Japanese

University Students in Global
Contexts

My research focuses on English language learning and
teaching. In Japan, many people like to learn English
from native speakers who are from Western countries,
especially the U.S. or the U.K. They also want to study
abroad in these countries. However, there are more
people in the world who speak English as a second,
third, or additional language than their first. There is
also no scientific definition for what is a "native
speaker." Furthermore, Japan is in Asia, and there are
more Japanese students who study abroad in other
Asian countries than those on other continents. English
is important for Japanese people who need to
communicate with people from countries besides the
U.S. and the U.K. Having a transnational upbringing
and being an English language teacher myself, | hope
to find ways to encourage Japanese learners of English
to think critically about the diversity of people who use
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English and the different ways English is used in the
world.

I am currently working on two research projects. One is
about how Japanese university students learn English
and the role of study abroad in this process, especially
in cases where English is used for intercultural
communication in global contexts. The other is for
collecting narratives of English language teachers in
Japan who have grown up in different countries and
with multiple languages.
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