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Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

Dear students and alumni

Yamaguchi University,
Vice-President(International Cooperation),

Director, International Student Center
Yuri Ishii

Dear current and former Yamaguchi University
students, I hope you are doing well. I'm Yuri Ishii,
the Director of the International Student Center.

Five years have passed since then since I was
appointed as the Director of the Center in April
2020. The number of international students has
now exceeded 400, and it has almost recovered to
its pre-Corona state. On the other hand, the
number of students studying abroad from Japan
has not recovered to pre-Corona levels, perhaps
due to the depreciation of the yen. I would like
young people to get out of Japan at least once and
see a foreign country, so I hope that the number will
increase in fiscal 2025.

Various activities in which both international
and Japanese students participate have also
returned. At the study abroad fair in November
last year, exchange students introduced their
universities, and many Japanese students enjoyed
their presentations. At the social gathering for
international students in December, international
students created a program with Japanese
students and performed songs and dances. Seeing
the smiles on the faces of the participants, I
realized that learning through such interactions
with people is something important that can only
be obtained by coming to Japan.

Following on from Malaysia and Indonesia in

2023, we were able to hold an alumni reunion in
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Thailand last year. Dr. Noppon of Kasetsart
University, who himself had studied at Yamaguchi
University, coordinated the event, and alumni from
all over Thailand gathered for a friendly meeting.

In recent years, the number of international
students from Africa has increased. The Joint
Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine has been
selected for a special program for the priority
placement of African doctoral students. The Joint
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine invited
undergraduate students from the University of
Nairobi to run a two-week practical training as
part of the Ministry of Education and Science’s
project to strengthen university's ability to expand
globally. There has also been a slight increase in
the number of African students in other graduate
schools. Our relationship with the University of
Nairobi has developed into a university-level MOU,
which has also allowed us to send undergraduate
students from the Faculty of Medicine and Health
Science and the Faculty of Global and Science
Studies to Kenya for a short period of time.

In April 2025, a new master's program, the
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences
will start. We believe that this will make it easier
for international students in these fields to move
on from the master's program to the doctoral
program at the Graduate School of East Asian

Studies.

- Yamaguchi University News -

Event
of

International Manufacturing
SP!ED2024 Held at the
Engineering Campus(Tokiwa Campus)

Faculty

SP!'ED

Engineering Design), an international engineering

(Summer Program for Innovative
education program, was held on the campus of the
Faculty of Engineering, Yamaguchi University,
from August 19 to 26, 2024. A total of 111 students

and 26 faculty members from 10 universities in
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Japan, China, and Korea gathered to devise
innovative ideas and create prototypes based on
this year's theme, “Smart Solutions for Super-
Aging Society. The students sought solutions to
real-world problems by coming up with innovative
ideas and producing prototypes based on this year's
theme, “Smart Solutions for Super-Aging Society.
Even before the start of the face-to-face program,
each team was discussing their ideas online, and
during the face-to-face sessions during the
program, they repeatedly tried to give shape to
their ideas through trial-and-error and improved
the perfection of their ideas.

Next year, SP'ED2025 will be held at Jiangsu
University in China. It is expected that students
will continue to demonstrate growth through

international cooperation.

Overseas Alumni Reunion in Thailand

The Pandemic that began in 2020 has been
settled, the

exchange activities have resumed in earnest from

and University's international
this academic year. The meeting of the Malaysian
Chapter was held on August 8, 2023, at the UTM
Kuala Lumpur campus, where the Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia-Malaysia Japan International
Institute of Technology (UTM-MJIIT) is located,
and that of the Indonesian Chapter was also held
on September 15, 2023, at Udayana University.

In opening remarks at both meetings, YU’s
President TANIZAWA Yukio delivered a message
that the cooperation of alumni is indispensable for
the development of the University. At the event,
YU faculty members who are actively engaged in
educational and research exchanges with the
countries introduced their activities, and alumni
talked about their campus life at that time and
then they participated in panel discussions.

Both Malaysia and Indonesia are strategically

promoting educational and research exchanges as
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YU’s priority countries. We will continue to actively

collaborate with both countries to produce

excellent human resources.

— Message from an Alumnus —

Bond with Yamaguchi University

Guo Lingling
The Graduate School of East Asian Studies, PhD
Associate Professor and Head of the Japanese
Department, College of Foreign Languages,
Shandong Agricultural University, China

From 2012 to 2015, I was recommended by
Professor Xing Yongfeng of my home university,
Shandong University, to enter the Graduate School
of East Asian Studies at Yamaguchi University,
where I was enrolled for three years in the PhD
program. After receiving my PhD, I returned to my
home country to continue my work at the
Department of Japanese, Faculty of Foreign
Languages, Shandong Agricultural University. In
March 2016, just after returning to Japan, a
friendship exchange agreement was signed
School  of

Integrated Studies

between Yamaguchi University's

International and and
Shandong Agricultural University's School of
with the
Professor Ge from the School of East Asian Studies.

Since then, students from Shandong Agricultural

Foreign Languages cooperation of

University have been accepted at the Faculty of
Global and Science Studies almost every year. Our
ties with Yamaguchi University continue to this

day.
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It was the professors at Shandong and my
friends in Yamaguchi City who strengthened my
ties with Yamaguchi University. Throughout my
24 years as a Japanese language major and 18
years of teaching Japanese, I have been greatly
indebted to my Japanese professors, friends, and
colleagues. And through my studies at Yamaguchi
University, my advisors, Dr. Yasuki Abe, Dr. Toru
Negayama, and Dr. Tomomi Takagi, have taught
me not only academics, but also humanity. I have
learned to be an erudite scholar and a person of
courage, confidence, and action. I have many happy
memories of my study abroad experience at
Yamaguchi University. The staff of the Study
Abroad Support Office, the International House,
and the library helped me in many ways, such as
participating in events, providing safe and secure
housing, offering support courses for international
students, finding books in the library, and ordering
articles from the library. I was impressed by the
excellence of the professors, the kindness of the
staff, and the facilities and support provided by the
university, making it the best university in the
world.

In addition, because of the collaboration between
Yamaguchi City and Yamaguchi Prefecture, I
became lifelong friends with Oka-san and Nagami-
san of the Kaze no Kai and Imachi-san, who was
working in the International Exchange Division of
Yamaguchi Prefecture at the time. I was happy to
participate in events such as the New Year,
Tanabata Festival, and Chochin Festival, while
the

especially the spectacular view of the cherry

enjoying beautiful Yamaguchi seasons,
blossoms along the Ichinosaka River.

I was most fortunate to have spent inquisitive
early thirties at Yamaguchi University, where I
was able to develop my logical thinking skills, and
to meet kind mentors and friends with similar
values. I would like to share the charms of
Yamaguchi University and Yamaguchi city with
my students, family members, and many others,

and I would like to recommend studying abroad at
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Yamaguchi University and sightseeing in

Yamaguchi to strengthen our mutual ties.

Thanks to Yamaguchi University

Anka Noemi
Exchange Student 2024

I have had a deep interest in Japan since I was a
child, and when I received my acceptance letter to
study in Japan, I was so happy that I could not
express it in words.

I did not have much confidence in my Japanese,
and having never lived away from my parents, 1
asked myself many times, “Am I really capable of
doing this?” I asked myself over and over again,
“Can I really do this?” Because of these concerns, I
initially planned to participate in a six-month
study abroad program.

When I arrived at the Yamaguchi University
campus, I was surprised at how large and beautiful
it was. What I liked the most was the ability to
interact with nature. On top of that, there was a
koi pond and plenty of places to relax.

All the people I met were kind and helped me with
I had,

I was excited to attend the

any problems so my original fears
disappeared rapidly.
classes, but I still didn't know what to expect.

I finally got a sense of what Japanese classes are
like, what it is like to learn another language in
Japanese, and what it is like to take classes with
other Japanese people. I really enjoyed learning
Japanese with other international students. The
teachers were always patient and kind. We had
Japanese classes almost every day and a lot of
assignments and homework, but it made me feel
that I was growing faster.

I was able to learn more about the culture as well
as the Japanese language. Classes on Japanese
culture were always interactive, and through
exchanging opinions with other international
students, I was also able to understand the
thoughts of people from different countries.

The university's international student support
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group, RuSuppo, organized many events to deepen
international friendships, which helped me to
gradually get used to life at Yamaguchi University.
I enjoyed participating in these events because
they were held on themes that matched the
interests and seasons of the international students.
For example, there was a cherry blossom viewing
event in April, an autumn foliage viewing event in
fall, and a Setsubun event, which I was always
happy to participate in.

After having such diverse experiences, I thought, “I
want to spend more time in Japan, studying abroad
has always been my dream, and I don't want to
wake up yet,” so I asked about extending my stay
in Japan. Then I found out that it was possible and
immediately started the process. The university
staff always helped me with a smile, which put my
mind at ease. Extending my stay was the best
decision.

The past year has flown by, but the memories 1
made will always remain in my heart.Thanks to my
study abroad experience, 1 finally gained
confidence in my Japanese language skills, made
many friends, and am grateful from the bottom of

my heart.

Two autumn months

Park Seohyun

Faculty of Humanities

I go, thou shalt stay, two autumns to thee
Shiki

Minus 5 degrees Celsius. This is the temperature
in Korea at the time of writing this. Yamaguchi
1s 10 degrees Celsius, and to me, as a Korean, it
feels like autumn. Of course, I am not taking this
lightly. I remember how difficult it was to ride
my bicycle because of the strong wind, which was
only in the shadow of the mountains.

What a blessing it was to see the snow fall under
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the clear blue sky. In Korea, snow is associated
with severe cold, and it often piles up so much
that you can't see the sky. That is why when I
watched the snow in Yamaguchi, I often felt as if
it were snow falling on an autumn day. How nice
to see snow along with autumn leaves!

The haiku I mentioned earlier. It is very similar
to my days in winter, yet it is as if I am living in
the midst of autumn. I love autumn so much and
I could not be more fortunate. I thought about
quoting Nakaya Nakahara if Yamaguchi was the
theme, but what stayed deep in my heart was
that sky I looked up at while riding my bicycle
every day. That is why I would like to write a
poem about the sky.

It was not until I came here that I realized how
blue the sky was. I was slumped over in the
crowded train, but I was forced to grip the
handlebars of my bicycle and look up at the sky.
I would be lying if I said I didn't miss leaving. I
have found too many things to love here. The
weather, the people, the food, the books
have learned deeply to love and be loved. I feel a
new welling up of emotions that words cannot
describe.

I will probably always miss these two autumns

»

for the rest of my life. .......
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Study Abroad in Yamaguchi Filled with
Learning and Encounters

Wang Zizhuan
Faculty of Global and Science Studies

I still vividly remember the day I first arrived in
Yamaguchi. As soon as the train arrived at Yuda
Onsen Station and the doors opened, I was filled
with unfamiliar scenery and clear air, and my
heart was racing. In front of the station stood a
statue of a white fox from a hot spring, and the
moment I saw it, I realized that I had really come
to Japan. I remember feeling a mixture of
anticipation and a bit of anxiety about my new
life that was about to begin.

Every day in Yamaguchi City was a series of
discoveries. The streets of Yuda Onsen have a
somewhat serene atmosphere, and the beauty of
nature is spread throughout the city.

On my way to school, I often saw fish, egrets,
and gray herons swimming in the creek. After it
rained, a large rainbow would appear in the sky,
and no matter how many times I saw it, I was
always impressed by its beauty. Crows were also
common, which surprised me at first, but now I
have come to appreciate them as a familiar part
of Yamaguchi's scenery. Even in winter, there
are many evergreen trees, and the environment
surrounded by greenery soothes my soul.

Studying at Yamaguchi University was
central to my study abroad experience. All of the
classes were interesting and the teachers were
very kind and enthusiastic. Especially in the
discussion-based classes, I learned new ways of
thinking and broadened my horizons by
exchanging opinions with my classmates.

Living in the YU share house also enriched my
study abroad experience. Living with other
international students from different countries
in the share house, I was able to learn about each

other's culture and values in a natural way.
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My life in Yamaguchi was invaluable to me.
Before coming to Japan, I was worried about
whether or not I would be able to adjust well to
a new environment, but once I actually started
living here, that worry quickly disappeared. Of
There

were times when I was faced with language

course, not everything went smoothly.

barriers, and there were moments when I keenly
felt my inexperience. However, by overcoming
these difficulties, I was able to realize that I was
growing as a person.

Before I knew it, my time as an exchange
student came to an end. Now that my life here
has started to feel normal, I feel a little sad
when 1 think about
the
Yamaguchi University and the friends I have

leaving Yamaguchi.
However, memories of studying at
made here are irreplaceable treasures in my life.

The days I spent in Yamaguchi were not just
an experience of studying abroad, but an
important time for me to face myself and grow. I
would like to use this experience to move forward

with new challenges in my future life.
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