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Greetings from the Director of
International Student Center

Director of International Student Center
Yamaguchi University
GE Qi-wei

Hello, everyone. How have you been? It's time to
deliver our annual issue of the Yamaguchi University
International Student Newsletter to our international
graduates. My name is Qi-Wei and I am a professor
of the Education Faculty. I have served as the
director of the International Student Center since
April of 2015. Amid the globalization of economies,
politics and cultures, T hope you are all flourishing
in your home countries or wherever you may be.
Yamaguchi University has imagined “The 2015
Vision of Yamaguchi University Tomorrow” and
has taken a big step towards it for the Yamaguchi
University ten years from now.

Yamaguchi University is the third oldest historical
university in Japam. This year marks its 200th
year since its founding. As a commemoration of
the university’s 200th anniversary, individuals,
companies, graduates, the alumni association and
staff of the school have established the “Yamaguchi
University Foundation”, This foundation will provide
assistance to Japanese students, as well as to
international students and their scholarships.

Yamaguchi University was previously comprised of
eight faculties: Humanities, Education, Economics,
Science, Medicine and Health Sciences, Engineering,
Agriculture, and Veterinary Medicine. In light of our
global era, we welcome our newest addition, the
Global Science Studies Faculty. In this new faculty,
100 Japanese sophomores study abroad for one
year, and in turn, we receive the same number of
international students from partner universities.

In Japan, the government has implemented the
300,000 International Students Plan" to increase
the intake of students from overseas to 300,000
individuals by 2020.

Yamaguchi University has played an important role
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as a national university, We are planning to double
the enrollment of international students in the near
future and are working on the infrastructures for
these students’ living environment and employment
assistance into Japanese companies.

By doing this, Yamaguchi University is increasing
international human resources, providing an easy-
to-learn environment for these students while
developing international human relations and
deepening mutual understanding. I hope our
international graduates will contribute to the growth
of Yamaguchi University. [ wish you all the best in

the future.

Y.U. News

A new graduate school,
“Graduate School of Sciences
and Technology for Innovation”
starts in Yamaguchi University

As a part of university reform, Yamaguchi
University promotes to reorganize science graduate
schools and estahlishes a new graduate school,
«Graduate School of Sciences and Technology for
Innovation” which unites research areas of science,

engineering, and agriculture since 2016.

Tn order to maintain Yamaguchi Unjversity’s global
presence, to activate local community, and to build
an affluent society, this school encourages science
researchers’ capacity building in a way of making
them to find their own themes and practicing global

innovation in cooperation with others around them.

Based on previous activities and achievements,
Yamaguchi University challenges to realize its
education reform by tackling problems raised by
the society in seeking for the further development
of innovation through unifying knowledge and

technologies of science, engineering, and agriculture.

Considering a current situation of the high
percentage of students who go on to doctor courses
majoring in science, engineering, and agriculture,
the Graduate School of Sciences and Technology
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for Innovation offers 6-year integrated education
by registration in advance which provides studies
considering continuity of the undergraduate and first
doctoral program in order for students in society to

make clear their future career paths.

In this school, students are able to take common
graduate courses which aim to foster practical skills
required for researchers and advanced professionals
in areas of science, engineering, and agriculture.
Also, it strengthens relationship with the industrial

world, and promotes education based on the society

needs.
Establishing
“Faculty of Global and Science
Studies”

Yamaguchi University established the ninth
faculty, “Faculty of Global and Science Studies” in
2015, the year of 200™ anniversary of its foundation.

Locking ahead to the future of global, Japan, and
local society, the new faculty tries to nurture human
resources that can unite the ideas and opinions from
people from various sections and nationalities with
their basic knowledge beyond the framework of the
humanities and sciences and high communication
and problem solving skills using Japanese and
English as communication tools.

In the Faculty of Global and Science Studies,
students are able to learn from the wide range of
subjects; science technology, design science, culture,
society and communication. Also, the faculty puts
particular emphasis on English leaning, Furthermore,
students can challenge varied new projects.

(DEvery student in the faculty experience one year-
study abroad.

(@The students have active international exchange
with about 100 exchange students from the
overseas.

BAbout 30% classes conduct in English, so the
exchange students who cannot speak Japanese
well are able to learn major subjects in English.

@There are discussion classes for the faculty
students and exchange students using Japanese
and English.

Faculty Website: http://gss.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp/
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Yan Xiao
China (Gracduate school of Economics)

Now in November, it got cold enough to wear
sweaters in Yamaguchi. 1 have finally gotten used to
life and school over here after three years when I

came to Yamaguchl.

I came to Yamaguchi University as an exchange
student when I was in the senior grade. For the first
time, not being a fluent Japanese speaker as well as
not getting used to live alone, 1 was always nervous.
Due to my shy personality, it was hard for me to
make new friends. Thanks to friendly teachers and
students around me, however, my life in Yamaguchi
got brighter after getting many friends.

Although T did net like Japanese food for the first
time which is much different from Chinese one,
now I took to it even being keen on “Tonkatsu” (pork
cutlets) after getting back to China.

Such a nice memory in Yamaguchi University
made me step in Yamaguchi again as a graduate
student in 2014. Yamaguchi University has my
favorites: a nice library, unrestrictive school
practices, green trees, sun-shine in a schoolyard, and
kind people.

It is true that sometimes I have some difficulty
such as in shopping in Yamaguchi due to its remote
location compared with cities like Tokyo or Osaka.
However, there are many chain stores and chain
restraints, and therefore it is easler to find part-time
jobs and apartments. Assuredly the quality of life in

Yamaguchi is almost equal to lives in urban areas.

Yamaguchi University accepts a lot of international
students from various countries. For me, 1 have
learned Korean from Korean students in addition to

learning Japanese.

What I like the best in Yamaguchi University are
courteous teachers. Particularly, | really appreciate
my teacher’s painstaking coaching to me in her

seminar.
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Zou Miao
China (Graduate school of Humanities)

The days spent at Yamaguchi University as an
exchange student passed very quickly. Toward the
end of my master’s degree, fond memories come
to mind when I look back on my days spent in

Yamaguchi. It was a very fruitful three years.

My hometown is Hellongjiang in China. It is
located in the most northern part of the country.
The winters are very cold; temperatures can fall
to minus 30 degrees. The local people like their
alcohol, especially at 60% strength. They have
delightful characters, After I came to Yamaguchi, I
realized that the climate and the people’s characters
were very different from those of my hometown. [
wasn't used to many Japanese customs during my
first days here. It is said that “When in Rome, do as
the Romans do”; however, I was at a loss for how 1
should act. Before I knew it, I became a person who

seldom spoke.

My major is folklore. Listening to artisans is

required for my study.

[t means that communication with these
people is essential. I tried hard to overcome my
communication problems to complete my study. My
target artisans don’t speak standard Japanese; they
speak in dialects. I was very impressed because they
repeated and explained several times until T could
understand what they said. My supervisor always
worried about my investigation progress, and he
accompanied me to provide guidance when he had
time. | would like to express my deep appreciation
to my supervisor and the local artisans who

cooperated kindly for contributing to my study.

Yamaguchi has already become my second home
with Yamaguchi University as my alma mater. I am
going to be appointed the sightseeing ambassador
of Yamaguchi City next January. | will continue to
promote the charm of both the city and Yamaguchi

University as always.
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Xing yongfeng
China (Graduate School of East Asian Studies)

I first arrived in Yamaguchi in the fall of 1999. I
lived there for quite a while until I returned home
in the summer of 2005, Even now, I can clearly
remember Yoshida Campus, the humanities building,
and every corner of the library. Student life at
Yamaguchi University was not only my best days as
a young adult, but also an embodiment of my youth.

About 100 years ago, Lu Xun met his teacher,
Fujino. This encounter changed his life. Since then, a
large number of international students have traveled
all over Japan to study and reach for thelr dreams.
Some have already met their “Teacher Fujinc”, while
some are currently in the midst of their search.

My former teachers, Mr. Hajime Toyosawa and
Mr. Seiji Tanaka, were undoubtedly my “Teacher
Fujino“. They have my lifelong respect and T will
always remember them.

Additionally, I would like to express my
appreciation for the teachers of the Humanities
and Social Studies and the East Asian Studies
department; the office staff of the International
Center; the International Student Center; and the
people of the international exchange department
who helped my school life in Japan.

Thank you for enriching my time in Yamaguchi.
I became one with the Japanese and their lifestyle,
but as a foreigner, I was impressed by the liberal
research atmosphere at Yamaguchi University, as
well as the global mind of Yamaguchi’s citizens.

I once studied about Shoin Yoshida during my
time here. Instead of agreeing with the general
view-point of Shoin Yoshida, 1 challenged it, which
raised an objection to existing studies. My tutor
didn’t discourage my stance. In fact, he even
provided various historical materials for me. He
always asked me, “What does your true self think?”
I would like to thank my alma mater, Yamaguchi
University, which creates the freedom of research
and an open attitude towards leaning.

Furthermore, 1 had the opportunity to interact with
local people through my lecture on Shoin Yoshida
at the Yamaguchi Community Exchange Center and
Hagi Citizen Hall. I had worried about sharing my
opposing views on Shoin Yoshida with the locals,
who look at him favorably as their teacher, but
everyone listened to my opinion kindly. I was very
impressed that the people of Yamaguchi Prefecture
listened to one young student’s study objectively.

Nationalism itself is not evil, but it must transcend

— B
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that perception,

I believe the farsighted attitude of Yamaguchi’
s citizens reveals their abundant minds and bright
futures.

Apart from my academic life at the university, I
also made a lot of friends in Yamaguchi. At Chinese
class, I met individuals who were dedicated lifelong
learning, This group of people included public servants,
housewives, company employees, and junior high
school teachers. T was encouraged by their enthusiasm.
Some of them even set up an international exchange
program in Chinese between Shandong Province
in China and Yamaguchi, eventually visiting my
homeland themselves, When the government promotes
international exchange, its citizens are more likely
to develop an open mind. Exchange is possible in a
peaceful, communicative environment and T hope that
China and Japan can establish and maintain amiable
relations because I have friends in Yamaguchi whom I
wotld like to be able to see anytime I want.

My child was born in Yamaguchi. As fate would
have it, his birth place is no other than “Yamaguchi
Prefecture, Japan”. Although his memories of Japan
have faded gradually, he is still tied to his birth-place.
1 would like to visit Yamaguchi again with my son.

I want to maintain our connection with Yamaguchi
and pass it on to future generations. Moreover, I
think that one of the missions of our generation is
to change the next generation’s way of looking at
Yamaguchi and Japan. My hope is that the young
people of tomorrow will come to be more receptive
of this prefecture and country.

To the people of Yamaguchi, the people in Japan,
let’s work together to achieve this goal.

Fawzi Bin Ahmad
Malaysia (Graduate School of Engineering)

My name is Fawzi Ahmad. 42 years old. 1
graduated from Yamaguchi University in Mechanical
Engineering in 1997. My decision to pursue my
bachelor degree in Japan really become turning
point in my life. Everything started with my
intention to study 3rd language and in late 80/90,
Malaysia government introduced a program
called LEP (Look East Policy) program whereby
government emphasized to look Korea and Japan as
a role nations in developing our country to develop
our nation. To develop nation, firstly we need to
develop human capital. Due to that reason, many
students were sent to pursue study in Korea and

Japan under this program.
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International Student Cente
questions or comments about the n

1 started my Japanese University foundation
program in University Malaya, Malaysia and off
course it was a tough program due to no background
of Japanese language.

However, with high determination and spirit,
T managed to complete my foundation study and
pursue bachelor degree in Yamaguchi.

In Yamaguchi University, 1 was exposed to
Japanese working and social culture especially
during final 4th year whereby engineering student
was required to conduct research and write final
thesis. | was attached with Mechanical Engineering
Energy Control Laboratory under Nishimura Sensel.
This attachment gave me a huge opportunity to
work closely with Japanese senior (Oka-Senpai,
master student) in order to complete given task and
complete my final thesis. T also learned Japanese
good practice, culture and ethics such never give up
hehavior, trust, time management, 53 etc.

All the experience and working culture that 1
gained during study in Yamaguchi University really
beneficial me as a Senior Manager In my current
position. Now my work is being guided by all these
precise experience, Japanese best practice and
ethics especially during dealing with Japanese OEMs
business partners such Mitsubishi, Honda, Isuzu,
Yamaha and Suzuki, It make me difference compare
to other employee in my organization. I really proud
to be one of Yamaguchi University alumni.

Thank You, YAMAGUCHI UNIVERSITY!

A Notice to Everyone!

We would like to confirm if this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who is
receiving this newsletter, please. send a confirmation
e-mail or postcard to the Yamaguchi Unlversuy-

G

changes about personal information. ’I‘hank you for

‘your cooperation and support,
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