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Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

Greetings from the Trustee, Vice-President
(Academic and Student Affairs)

Takamasa Fukuda
Trustee, Vice-President
(Academic and Student Affairs)
Yamaguchi University

Hello, everyone. My name is Takamasa Fukuda. T've
been inducted as a university educational
organization director and a vice president of
Yamaguchi University since April, 2016. It has been
30 years since I was assigned to Yamaguchi
University in 1988, Before being assigned to
Yamaguchi University, 1 participated in art
education and making teaching materials at the
Ministry of Education in Singapore as an expert on
short-term dispatch of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). Since then, I've been
studying Asian art and education little by little.
Korea, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thai,
Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia are my study
areas. I've visited many art galleries, museums,
universities, ministries of Education, elementary
schools and junior high schools through these
studies, and I got to know many people.

For the last 20 vears, Yamaguchi University has
accepted a lot of international students to the
Graduate School of Education and the Graduate
School of East Asian Studies. Most of these students
are Chinese and some are Taiwanese, Vietnamese, or
Indonesian. We could enjoy interacting with various
cultures through ocur mutual studies of Education.

In this year, Yamaguchi University has welcomed
about 80 exchange students into the newly
established faculty of Global and Science Studies. We
can see many international students on campus since
the Fall semester started from last October. We
normally accept around 50 to 60 international
students per vear, but from this year, we have
accepted 136 international students in total because
of the newly born faculty.

Normally, international students study in our
university as regular students, research students,
exchange students and so on, but some international
students study Japanese language and Japanese
culture through our short-term program such as our
summer program, which is held during summer
vacation. It ig not important how long or short the
duration of stay is, but we hope that all international
students can get to know and be familiar with
Yamaguchi and Japanese culture through our classes
and interacting with the people here. I would be
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happy if every international student who
participated in the short-term program enjoyed their
stay in Yamaguchi University and would return to
Yamaguchi University as a regular student someday.
I myself have helped more than ten students
graduate, and I still keep in touch with some of them.
These international students have spread the appeal
of Japan and the goodness of Yamaguchi University
and international students who follow in their
footsteps are coming to study. I am very grateful for
them. Yamaguchi University has various aspects,
such as its size, enhancement of its facilities, the
location, the surrounding area, convenience of
transportation and so on. However, we believe the
most important things are that the international
students are comfortable to study and that there is a
relationship of mutual trust with the school staff.
Yamaguchi University will continue to welcome
international students.

Y.U. News

The Faculty of Global and Science Studies
Welcomes International Students

Thig fall, the Faculty of Global and Science Studies
accepted 76 international students as the first
These
gtudents came from 10 countries, from regions such

exchange students to this Faculty in October.

as Hurope and North America with most students
coming from Asia.

The YU International Share House has been
prepared to accept up to 93 international exchange
students. In principle, three students share one
room.

For students with limited Japanese proficiency,
many courses are held in English. In addition,
Yamaguchi University has set up a buddy system to
pair up international students with one or two
Japanese students. The buddies give full support to
international students with daily life as well as
support for such things as registration forms in order
to make transitions and daily life as smooth as
poasible.

On Tuesday, October 25, hosted an
International Student Welecome Party in the Buono
cafeteria on Yoshida Campus.
performed taiko drumming and demonstrated

while international students

students
Japanese students

Japanese calligraphy,
performed exciting choruses representing their
respective countries. International students also
participate in cultural exchanges such as Halloween

events, and in daily language exchanges in and out of
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clagses. These exchanges give chances for the

international students to improve their Japanese
and for the Japanese students to improve their
foreign language skills.

Summer Program for Innovation
Engineering Design (SP'ED)

The Summer Program for Innovation Engineering
Design (SPIED) is an educational program that
provides a place for active learning through tackling
projects with proactive participation. Students from
Japan, China, and Korea, who major in engineering
fields wusing basic knowledge and skills of
manufacturing, or who major in other fields that
address social problems, all gather and live together
while doing the program in a team comprised of
participants from three countries.

The 1st time thiz wasg held at the Faculty of
Engineering in Yamaguchi University in 2013, by the
Director Zhongwei Jiang in  coordination with
international faculty members of the group
Innovative Research and Education of Asia (IRE).
Since then, it was held at Jiangsu University, China
in 2014, and Kunsan National University in Korea in
2015. The number of participants and the scale is
increasing year by yeat.

In 2016 it was held at Yamaguchi University, the
birthplace of SPIED. Yamaguchi University
welcomed students and faculty from many countries
for about two weeks, from the 18th of August to the
30th. 2016 being the 4th time this event was held,
the number of participating univergities and
students increased, exceeding 100 people. The 5th
time ig scheduled to be held at Jiangsu University in
China in August, 2017,

- SPIED2016 in Yamaguchi @

ﬂt%—‘ s

60th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations

between Nepal & Japan

A grand title ceremony was held at the Faculty of
Agriculture and Forestry which is concluding an
academic exchange agreement with United Graduate
School  of (UVY), with
approximately 100 guests and participants including
the Minister of Education of Nepal. Professor Hiroshi

Veterinary  Science
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Sato, the director of UVY and Professor Masahisa
Watarai were welcomed from our graduate school.
actively promoted

Yamaguchi University has

collaborative  research  and  acceptance  of
international graduate students, and contributed to
the enhancement of veterinary education and
development of young researchers in Nepal. This was
algo introduced at the ceremony and we reaffirmed
the necessity of continuing to build useful relations
between the Japan and Nepal in the future.

Also, in our Graduate school, we appoint alumni
who are active in their veterinary research and
education in their own counties as “UVY Fellows”,
and regularly invite them to follow up on research
and education, while strengthening cooperation by
having them contribute to the global human

resources development of our Graduate school.

Yamaguchi University English Homepage
Renewal Open in 2016 July!
At YU we care a lot about diversity on campus, and
want to ensure that all our students and community
members can share in great experiences regardless of
different
religions, and genders. Our new website brings out
all the best parts of YU and we hope the new
information will help make our exchange students’

histories, cultures, races, languages,

lives that much easier. That's one more step toward
increasing diversity on campus!

[Yamaguchi University Homepage]
http//www.vamaguchi-u.ac.jp/english.html

YU Facebook page shares various campus sights,
event information, and other information for both
Japanese and international student. Please check
out the page which has some articles translated both
in Japanese and English!
[ YU Facebook]

https//www.facebook.com/YamaguchiUniversityOffic
ial

The International Student Gathering

18, the President of

Yamaguchi University hosted a party at Yoshida

On Friday, November

campus for exchange students.
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The gathering was split into two parts. In the first
section, students from Bangladesh, China, Germany,
Nepal, Malaysia, and Australia gave presentations
on the theme for the night:
It was easy to see how much the students

“Festivals in My
Country.”
had practiced to get ready for their presentations,
and they really went all out, even dressing up in
traditional clothing.

The second part of the gathering was a party. The

president then officially started the party with a
toast, and the participants had a great time talking
with and learning about each other. Song and dance
performances by students from Bangladesh, the
Dominican Republic, Peru, and Vietnam livened up
the atmogphere.
QOur university’s international students play a key
role in the globalization of our campus, and we will
continue to work on all fronts to create a flawless
support system for them. You can expect to see more
events like this in the future!

—Message from Current Students —
Lee Woong Hee(Fuculty of Humanities)

I entered the Faculty of Humanity of Yamaguchi
University in April, 2011 and T am going to graduate
on March, 2017. For me, a graduate from a high
achool in Korea, Yamaguchi University was my first
Japanese life, I have longed for a Japanese life and 1
think that I have made an effort to make that
longing a reality within 4 vears, excluding military
gervice. I challenged various club activities such as
archery club and library cafe, and also traveled the
world while based in Japan, through such activities
as international exchanges and short term language
exchanges. For me, life at Yamaguchi University was
not only just studying abroad, but more than that. If
I had to choose only one important thing I learned
throughout my college life, I think that self-growth
through true human relations is it. We can broaden
the range of our thinking by having relationships
with people from different cultures. HEspecially,
studying abroad and international exchange is the
most effective way to achieve this. However, we will
definitely end up creating a frame (stereotype) of
“foreigners” when we come into contact with them.
The frame (stereotype) limits our thinking and
makes us have prejudices. Therefore, we need to
erase the frame (border line) and extend our range of
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thinking. The solution which I learned in my college
life is to touch individuality, and to touch individuals
themselves. By sharing time with each other and
sharing hardships and pleasures together, we can
understand the true individuals for the first time. In
9015, Yamaguchi University celebrated its 200th
anniversary and founded the Faculty of Global and
Science Studies. Many students of Yamaguchi
University are sent to study abroad, and many
international students come to vigit Yamaguchi
University. I think that interaction with them is a
good opportunity to encourage personal growth. That
is why I tell students what I learned and hope they
will have true relationships with them. The growth
what you would never have imagined awaits you!

Message from an Alumnus —

Novi Arfarita
Indonesia (Graduate school of Science and

Engineering)

I came to Yamaguchi University as Doctoral
Student by scholarship from the Indonesian
Government in October 2011. I finished my studies in
March 2013 and went back to Malang-Indonesia, to
my previous job as a lecturer at UNISMA
(Universitas Islam Malang).

The first time | ¢ame to Ube, I was picked up by
my supervisor Prof. Tsuyoshi IMAI at the Fukuoka
Airport, and he drove me in his own car. This was
surprising to me, a Professor picked up his own
students in his own car, driving around 2 hours, and
still took time to stop in some points to show me some
of the sights. I felt at that time that Japan was clean
and tidy. One look at my dormitory for the first time,
I was very grateful to get a room at the International
house on campus which was just 100 m from the
school building. I am a woman studying in a foreign
country, vet even when alone it seemed convenient
and safe for me. The room that was reserved for me
also had available sufficient furniture which was in
very good condition. The international house staff
were very friendly and helped us foreign residents to
adapt.

Studying at Tokiwa Campus -Yamaguchi
University gave me a good impression during my
studies in Japan. Lecturers of YU were very helpful
and friendly. This was unlike my previous suspicion
that the Japanese professors would be very strict and
rigid. I was also provided with basic skills in the
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Japanese language during the course for free.

It helped me and other foreign students to adapt
eagily. Later during my study, working in the
laboratory and interacting with Ube society created
close friendships that exists to this day.

Now, I am working as Head of International Office
UNISMA. I have visited Yamaguchi University since
my graduation 4 times. Yamaguchi did not just
graduate me, they were very helpful to me in future
collaborations between several faculties in UNISMA
and the Faculty of Engineering in YU. I'm trying to
that allow for
cooperation with Yamaguchi University. In 2014 was
the signing of the MoU between the Faculty of
Engineering YU with several faculties in UNISMA:
the of Medicine,
Engineering. However, for the MoU, the condition of
through Yamaguchi

participate 1in any activities

faculties Agriculture, and

university to university
University is rather difficult to enact. Some of the
activities funded by the government of Indonesia are
difficult to be accessed by us, due to the state of the
MoU, which is still Faculty to Faculty. I hope
Yamaguehi University will continue to maintain good
relations with their alumni, even more actively.
UNISMA will put forward a publication for
networking with Yamaguchi University, especially in
Indonesia. Such networking relations may not have a
great effect in the short-term, but at least a
friendship among the nations have begun from the
components of the concerned individuals and society.

Novi Arfarita, SP, MP, M.S¢, Ph.D

Asgist Professor

+ Head of International Office-University of Islam
Malang (UNISMA), Indonesia

* International Research Centre for the Management
of Degraded and Mining Lands (IRC-MEDMIND),
Indonesia

Li Chen
China(Graduate school
Engineering)
When the request for this article came, I noticed

of Science and

that it was almost ten vears since | graduated from

Yamaguchi University. After graduating from

Yamaguchi University, I became a postdoctoral
researcher of the Graduate School of Medicine and
Faculty of Medicine of the University of Tokyo. I
received research training for five years, returned to
my home country China four years ago and now | am

working for Zhejiang University, At the moment, T
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am working on a collaboration with a clinical teacher
and trying to obtain new biclogical diagnoses, while
making full use of Bicinformatics technology.

When I entered Yamaguchi University, at first I
did not understand Japanese nor the contents of my
major at all and everything was very difficult for me.
Thanks to Mr. Qi-wei, a professor of the Faculty of
Edueation, and to Mr. Hiroshi Matsuno, a professor
of the Faculty of Science, I was able to study without
difficulty. They had gentleness while being tough and
they taught me seriously. I will never forget their
serious and strict attitude toward their research. I
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would like to pass down these attitudes also to my
students.

I was in Yamaguchi University for seven years in
the doctor's degree course until 1 got my doctor's
degree. Yamaguchi city, where Yamaguchi University
is located, is rural, but it is easy to live in. It is calm
and the best place to study and research. My stay in
Yamaguchi for seven years is nothing but good
memories for me.
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