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Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

Greetings from the Director of the
International Student Center

Director of the International Student Center

Daisuke Koga

My name is Dr. Daisuke Koga. I was appointed
Director of the International Student Center last
April. I have belonged to the Faculty of Economics
for 16 years and concurrently joined the Graduate
School of East Asian Studies last April. My
research focuses on the history of finance in US
and Britain during 19th and 20tk centuries.

I studied at Department of History, Durham
University in UK as an exchange student when I
was attending undergraduate course in a
Japanese university. I could luckily attend the
class of a leading financial history researcher, and
Since then, I

have studied on the history of finance, especially

he gave me one-on-one tutorials.

focusing on that of Britain for 25 years. I lived in a
dormitory at Durham and made many British
friends as well as other European friends. As all
the residents had meals together at the dormitory
every day, I frequently met and got intimate with
my classmates. I have been in touch with and
sometimes met them since I came back to Japan.
We keep inviting and visiting each other to
wedding ceremonies and homes in each countries
after we all had graduated from the university.
Though my stay in Durham was as short as less
than a year, it was so great an experience that it
significantly changed my life and gave me a
lasting friendship.

Because of my own fascinating experience, I
have been recommending long-term exchange

study and internship abroad to the students of my
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class since I joined the Faculty of Economics in
Yamaguchi University 16 years ago. In response to
my expectation, many students of my class has
been international exchange students at affiliated
schools including those in the US or participated
in long-term internships at Japanese-capital
companies in Southeast Asia. On March 2019,
three of my students are studying abroad at;
Shandong University in China, ELTE in Hungary
and University of Central Lancashire in UK. I also
have been giving lectures to international
students for a long time at the Graduate School of
East Asian Studies.

I was unexpectedly appointed president this time
however, I am trying my best to carry out my
response. Based on my experience as a former
exchange student and a current professor who has
been sending many students abroad, I am
respecting viewpoints of YU students studying
abroad and international students studying here. I
recall many enjoyable memories in Durham,
however, on the other hand, I had many problems
and troubles from slight to significant at that time.
I believe my responsibility is to find those
problems for current students, resolve as much as
and as soon as possible, and to give both Japanese
and international students affirmative
circumstances, in which they will feel satisfied
when they have finished their study. I may not
have much to offer in the way of learning or ability
and besides that, I do not have sufficient
background of managing international student
division, however I would like to do whatever I can
for us all. T also humbly ask for your favor,
teaching and cooperating with me, to serve
Japanese and international students during the

term of office of a little more than one year.
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Y.U. News

Japan-UK 150th Meiji
Memorial Symposium was held in the UK

Restoration Anniversary

22 (Fri),
University College London (UCL), Kagoshima
University and the Embassy of Japan in the UK
co-hosted the "Japan-UK 150th Meiji Restoration

Anniversary Memorial Symposium: Cutting-edge

On June Yamaguchi University,

Technologies for a Safe, Secure and Sustainable
Future" at the Embassy of Japan in the UK.
the

researchers gave lectures on the latest research

In symposium, British and Japanese
trends for achieving a safe, secure and sustainable
human society, with a focus on cutting-edge space
science, remote sensing, environment
technologies, and disaster prevention as the key
technologies.

At the opening of the symposium, Yamaguchi
University's President Masaaki Oka expressed his
gratitude toward the UK, UCL and Professor and
Mrs. Alexander Williamson for welcoming and
supporting young people from Japan, a country
with a different language and culture. He also
talked about his expectations for this symposium,
which looks forward to the next 150 years, as it is
being held in cooperation with people related to it
from both the UK and Japan for this milestone,
the 150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration.
Furthermore, before the symposium, President
Oka participated in a meeting at UCL held by the
three presidents of the universities mentioned
above. He also visited Japanese researchers in
Cambridge working at the Sanger Institute, MRC
Laboratory of Molecular Biology and Cancer
Research UK at Cambridge

exchange opinions and so forth. Through these

University, to

activities, he deepened relations with British

educational and research organizations.
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On—campus Training for Yamaguchi University
International Collaboration Office (YUICO)Staff

Over a period of five days from October 29 (Mon.) to

| November 2 (Fri.), staff from overseas international

collaboration offices (China, Indonesia, Taiwan, Malaysia
and Thailand) were invited to Yamaguchi University to
participate in on-campus training conducted for them. Mr.
Ma Fengwei and Ms. Song Yaqiong visited Yamaguchi
University from Shandong University (China). Shandong
University was the first university that Yamaguchi
University concluded an international academic exchange
agreement with, in 1983. As part of the exchange, the
universities have continued to run the Staff Development
Training Program! since 2008, through which staff from
each university are dispatched to the other university once
a year. The two staff members dispatched to Yamaguchi
University this time also participated in the on-campus

training as part of this training system.

A series of events titled "Study Abroad Fair" was held at
Yamaguchi University during the period from October 26
(Fri.) to November 1 (Thu.). A variety of events related to
the university's student exchanges and other international
exchanges were held, including briefing sessions of foreign
exchange (dispatch) program and language training
program. The staff training was organized during the same
period of Study Abroad Fair. The purpose of the staff
training this time was that overseas office staff members
would be able to make the most of this opportunity and
acquire knowledge required for conducting activities at
their overseas offices, such as Yamaguchi University's
internationalization initiatives and its actual situation.
The training included campus tours, introductions of the

overseas offices by each office staff, presentations at the

Study Abroad Fair, and so forth.

During the courtesy visit to Dr. Masaaki Oka, the
President of Yamaguchi University, the overseas office
staff reported on their daily activities and talked about
what aspects of Japan people in their respective

countries/region are interested in. President Oka
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expressed his gratitude to the overseas staff with regard to
the university's international cooperation activities, and
asked them to actively participate in the training so that
they will be able to make use of what they have learned for
their future activities. He also said he hoped they would
provide proposals to promote internationalization of the

university.

1 The objective of the Staff Development Program between
Shandong University and Yamaguchi University is that
trainees learn about other universities’ management and
operation methods and compare them with their own
approach. And then, they make use of what they have
learned to understand issues in question and improve their
work regarding management and operation at their own

universities.

Eleven students of YU participated in Japan-China
Friendship Association and played
in China.

“Soranbushi”

Japan-China Friendship Association sent Japanese

university students including eleven students of
Yamaguchi University to Beijing, Hangzhou, and Shanghai
from August 26(Sun) to September 2(Sun). I participated
in as one of them and Beijing International Friendship
Association became our host.

The leaders of each Japanese universities paid a courtesy
visit to our host and had a talk with an honorary president,
Zhang Fusen on August 28 in Beijing. In the next morning,
we visited Beijing University and talked with students
there about present Japanese and Chinese educational
systems, economic and cultures in the morning. We felt
strongly that the youth exchange was needed for enduring
friendship between Japan and China.

In the afternoon, we joined the Cultural Exchange
Meeting, which was held for 40t anniversary of the
Japan-China Peace and Friendship Treaty, among other
approximately 1000 students both Japanese and Chinese.
Premier of Chinese State Council Li Kegiang and Japanese
PM Shinzo Abe sent kindly telegrams to the Meeting.
Education Minister Chen Baosheng, Vice Minister of

Foreign Affairs Gong Hyeon-U and Ambassador to Japan
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Cheng Yonghua from China and Minister of Education,

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Yoshimasa
Hayashi and Ambassador to China Yutaka Yokoi from
Japan attended it. Japanese Minister Hayashi read his
congratulatory address, which said that China and Japan
had had established a forty years friendship and the young
generation would be responsible for expanding interactions
between the two countries.

We interculturally exchanged with students who majored
Japanese language at the wuniversities in Zhejiang
including Zhejiang University on 31st. Students of

Yamaguchi  University performed “Soranbushi”, a
Hokkaido’s indigenous folksong, at a performing exchange.
They said that “Soranbushi” was known and sometimes
played at junior high schools in China, too. Chinese
students called out its unique melody “Dokkoisho” and we
all got excited.

I found the real figure of China, which was very different
from my previous image, during this long one-week visit. I
made irreplaceable friends and fully enjoyed my visit
there.

I had thought China had been psychologically distant
though it was next to Japan. My impression completely
changed that it was truly our neighbor both psychologically
and geographically after visiting and interacting.

We also interacted with students of eight Japanese
universities including the University of Tokyo, Keio
University, and Tokyo Woman’s Christian University as
Japan-Japan friendship.

I am making a mental note of the word, “the young
generation will be responsible for expanding interactions
between the two countries”. I would like to continue to
cultivate a friendly relationship with Chinese youth and
spread the reputation of Yamaguchi University as a

leading role in friendship between the two countries and

educating global acting students.
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Summer Program 2018 of the Faculty of
Science was held

"YU Science Summer Program 2018" was held on
22 to 30 August 2018. It was the second annual
event following the last year with about 30
participants from seven universities in China,
Taiwan and Korea.

In addition to attending lectures, they did
fieldwork in Akiyoshidai and visited the large
KDDI Yamaguchi

Satellite Communication Center. The students of

parabolic antenna at the

Yamaguchi Prefectural Mine Seiryo Senior High
School explained the overview of Akyoshidai
Geopark, which international students eagerly
listened to. The Hagi tour was held as part of a
comprehensive partnership agreement with
Hagi-city as a new initiative. Having students of
Yamaguchi Prefectural Tachibana Senior High
School being guides, the international students
satisfactorily experienced Japanese culture such
as Yukata and somen-noodles flowing.

The program had close communication with the
local societies of Misaki-shi and Hagi city, as well

as fruitful exchange between the members and the

® students of the Faculty of Science and the

international students this year.

As the fact that some of the participants had
already had plan to study at the graduate school of
Yamaguchi University shows, this program greatly
appeals international students who consider

studying in Japan.
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I General Practice of Animal Infectious
Diseases] was held

The Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine annually
conducts "General Practice of Animal Infectious
Diseases" aiming for 5th grade to acquire
advanced expertise on highly pathogenic
microorganisms. Twelve trainees from universities
in Indonesia, Nepal and Taiwan attended the
classes on August 19 to 24, 2018. Students learned
how to handle and diagnose highly pathogenic
microorganisms including viruses, bacteria, and
parasites through experiments in the laboratory
compatible with Biosafety Level 3 and collection of
mosquitoes and ticks in the field. Both Japanese
students and foreign trainees cooperated and
worked on practical training, which resulted in a
good stimulation for both sides. On the last day,
foreign trainees were awarded certificates of

completion.
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— Message from Current Student —

Shib Shankar Saha, United Graduate School of
Veterinary Science and

Dipu Rani Bhowmik, Graduate School of East
Asian Studies (Bangladesh)

This is Shib Shankar Saha started academic life
since October 2013 as a research student in the
Public Health Laboratory of Yamaguchi University
(YU), and entered into the United Graduate
School of Veterinary Science (UGSVS) in October

* 2014 and awarded PhD degree in September 2018.

I would like to express deep gratitude to my
supervisor, Professor Dr. Masahisa Watarai for
providing the opportunity to be skilled with
advanced techniques of veterinary research.

This is Dipu Rani Bhowmik, 6tk semester doctoral
student belong to Graduate School of East Asian
Studies, entered in academic life since Apirl, 2016.
I am very much thankful to my supervisor
Professor Dr. Kengo Shiroshia for accepting me a
graduate student to work on stock market
anomaly analysis in Bangladesh.

Time moves so fast. Our Japan’s life passed just
in the blink of an eye.It is a great pleasure for us
to share our feelings and expereince of YU life
with you. Along with study, we have grown up two
kids in Yamaguchi city. We have passed a great
time in mountain surrounded, well furnished
beautiful campus of YU (Yoshida campus) of
Japan. I (Saha) was involved in silkworm infection
experiment; infection date with its follow up
experiment depends on its optimmum growth and
very often it was on weekend. Finding out
absolutely free holidays were tough to us, however,
we tried to explore the beauty of Yamaguchi and
its nearby places such as Rurikoji Temple,
Akiyoshido Cave, Tsunoshima Bridge, Tonomi
beach, (Hiroshima) of

Japan.We also participated various events and

and historical spots

tours organized by a local volunteer organization,

Kaze no kai, which helped us to share and
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exchange cultures among international students

with Japanese citizens.
hosted

international student party was also enjoyable

and also local

Participation in  President yearly
which becomes a good memory to us.

Despite of our busy acadmic and family life
schedule we could manage time to learn Japanese
language to some extent. So that, we could make
Japanese friends that helped us to gain experience
of Japanese culture such as cooking style,
punctuality and polite way of communication.We
remember with great respect Retd. Professor
Shunsuke Morita, YU and his family who
supported us a lot when I (Saha) had a surgery on
my inner nose both during hospital entry and
discharge time. Our advice to new students of YU,
learning Japanese language will be definitely
beneficial for you.

We foreign students have a tendency to ignore
mail written in Japanese language. Sometimes it
is very much detrimental and we have to pay a lot.
Once, we ignored the reminder of tuition fee
exemption application, we had to pay full tuition
fees by cutting our daily expenses, and by doing
extra part time works. So, friends look into every
mail before discarding.

Friends, ‘Patience is bitter but its fruit is sweet’.
Rearing two kids with husband- wife’s doctoral
course 1s not so easy. As, we did not have any
personal motor veihcle, carrying two kids to school
by everyday biking was so laborious and tiresome;
the days were more painful during snowfall and
rainy days of winter season. Dipu’s part time job
with late night study compelled us to think several
times about giving up one’s study. But our outmost
effort overcomed the situation. Now, I (saha)
already completed my course and Dipu San was

PhD

examination. So, friends, try your best and think

also succesfully defended her thesis
several times before giving up anything; Never
close the doors of opportunity, it will search
alternative pathway, if you do not utilize it.

Dear friends, we spend a short period of our life
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in YU, but it is the center of collaboration among
us and also with the specialized professors, so
please make friends, maintain the relationship
to solve the world problem for the welfare of
human being.

The experience that we have gathered during our
Japan life has opened our eye and broadened our
knowledge in both professional and personal life.
One strand of silk does not make a thread; and one
tree does not make a forest. We would like to
express our heartfelt thanks to all of the concerned
people who were with us during our Yamaguchi
life. We will forever cherish the memories for the

rest of our life.
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— Message from Alumnus —

I owe my teacher my growth
March 2005 East Asia Graduate Completed
Course Zhang Wensheng

I am from Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region,
China. I completed my Master's degree at Kochi
University in March 2002 and entered my doctoral
course at the Graduate School of East Asian
Studies at Yamaguchi University in April of the
same year. I first studied the automobile industry
under the guidance of Mr. Sadao Fujiwara. I tried
to study on Japanese automobile industry, which
possess one of the most advanced technology and
manufacturing management knowledge in the
world. As I study, I found that the research on
Japanese automotive technology and management
had considerably saturated like the industry itself.
I missed my research goal and felt pessimistic. At
that time, Professor Fujiwara gave me a warm
encouragement and introduced Professor Yoshito
Itohara in the Faculty of Agriculture. He was an
taught the

foundation of the agricultural economy from the

enthusiastic person, who me
ground up and opened my path towards its
research.

It was difficult time for me and I was not confident
of myself at all for whole my research period,
however, professors of Yamaguchi University
supported me warmly and I appreciate for them so
taught the

foundation of research, including attitude to study

much. Professor Fujiwara me
and way of thinking about research. Professor Lee
Hai Peace also gave me kind guidance and warm
encouragement. Professor Yoshiro Sakai of the
Faculty of Engineering initiated me into social
engineering. I sincerely express my gratitude to
I got a Yutaka

scholarship from Yamaguchi University since the

the professors. Furthermore,
third grade in my doctoral course and was able to
devote solely my research. I would like to take this

opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to Mr.
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Matsubara and Atsuko who provided the
scholarship.

My research life of three years is in a blink of an
eye, and I completed my doctoral course in East
Asia in March 2005. In April of the same year, 1
returned to China, I got a position as a professor at
the Tianjin University of Technology Economics
Administration School and started my career as a
researcher. I researched agricultural economy in
Yamaguchi University, so that I am now
researching both agricultural economics and food
safety management. Exchange with Japanese
researchers i1s also prosperous. I participated in
the

University of Tokyo in 2015 and reported on the

Japan Food System Association at the

food safety situation in China. Unfortunately, I
never came back to my alma mater since I finished
Yamaguchi University 13 years ago. I recall my
life at Yamaguchi University every time when I
encounter news concerning Japan. Recently, I
receives such a wonderful souvenir from Japan;
Professor Fujiwara continued studying as a
part-time lecturer after retirement for 12 years,
and sent his research paper to me. By reading his
great achievement, I remember his attitude
towards teaching and learning, full of respect and
celebrating feelings. I will
attendance. I would like to cherish this "bond"

with gratitude.

not forget his

(Professor of Economics and Administration

School, Tianjin University of Technology)
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