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International Understanding) 1.

Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

Message from the Director of

International Student Center

Professor of the Faculty of Education
ISHII Yuri

My name is Yuri Ishii, a professor at the
Faculty of Education, appointed to be the
Director of the International Student Center
since April 1, 2020. Within this faculty, I head the
course for Elementary School Education under the
Education  for  International

UNESCO the
Education for International Understanding after
World War II, and it was adopted in the ESD, the
Education for Sustainable Development, in the
skills for the

multicultural symbiosis and handling local issues

section of

Understanding. advocated

21st century. Both fostering

that encompass SDGs today are taught in
Japanese schools as well as around the world. I am
convinced that prospective teachers should absorb
these beneficial things.

My current work is related to my previous
research as a graduate school student. I learned
comparative education at universities in the UK
and US after working as a high school teacher in
Japan. Globalization was becoming a social topic,
and the population from other countries residing
in Japan was growing at that time. The innocent
question about how schools should cultivate people
in the era of multicultural symbiosis in the future
was my first step as a researcher. Though I had
intended to study for two years, I studied for six
and a half years before I was convinced of having

digested it and came back to Japan. It was an
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economically and psychologically tough time
because of its considerable duration, however,
looking back, I see that it was a fruitful and
delightful period which helped me develop.

It is meaningful for one to go out of the known
world where everything is "obvious" and to
contemplate what had been familiar objectively. I
assume a student who has already experienced
studying abroad perceives it. It is similar to how a
person cannot truly understand one’s own shape
without looking in a mirror. I realized that my
familiar means of communication in Japanese,
not doubting that others understood what I
implied without explicitly stating it, did not
succeed in overseas classes or life in a dormitory
with people from diverse countries and ages. I also
learned that I should protect my own rights by
myself.

I discussed with my peers about our research for
The

friends and the logical thinking acquainted with it

hours beyond languages and countries.

have been my precious treasure.

Students currently studying abroad may not
recognize it yet, because they may be having a
tough time right now, and others thinking of
studying abroad may not accurately visualize their
future in another country because of their current
expectations and anxieties.

I expect these students will realize that
experiencing “a tough time” and unstable feelings
is a valuable part of studying abroad.

I consider my key responsibility is to support
students so that they achieve their aims at

studying abroad by learning from their valuable

experiences.

— Y.U. News —
Universitas Gadjah Mada and Yamaguchi
University  launched  the Collaboration
Secretariat
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On September 20, 2019 (Fi), uawvi-yU
Qollaboration Secretariat, Yamaguchi University
International ollaboration Office (YUIQD) was
launched at |Universitas Gadjah Mada
(Yogyakarta, Indonesia), a partner university of
Yamaguchi University. Together with the 73rd
anniversary celebration for Faculty of \eterinary
Medidne at Universitas Gadjah Mada since its
foundation, there was an opening ceremony
where nine faculty members from Yamaguchi
University attended, induding Rresident Masaaki
Oka, Mcoe Rresident Takamasa Fukuda (in charge
of Academic and Sudent Affairs), ice Rresident
Fusanori Miura (in charge of internationa
cooperation), and Dean of the bint Faculty of
\eterinary Medidne Koichi Sato.

Universitas Gadjah Mada and our university
established a faculty- level international academic
exchange agreement between The Universitas
Cadjah Mada Faculty of \eterinary Medicdne and
The Yamaguchi University Doctoral Gourse of the
United Graduate Sthool of \eterinary Sdences in
February 2008. Later, exchange opportunities
expanded to other faaulties, and in October 2008,
shifted
academic exchange agreement between the

to a university-wide international
universities. For over a decade since then,
interactions have been active espedaly among
As our
Indonesia, espedally for the field of \eterinary
Medidne, which has more exchange
opportunities, the Gollaboration Searetariat was
launched. Pofessor Panut Mulyono, the
President of Universitas Gadjah Mada and
Professor Dr. Sti Isrina Oktavia Sasi, the Dean
of \eterinary Medidne, partidpated
ceremony and many great programs were held.
In addition, On Sgptember 21 (Sat), the day
after the ceremony, an establishment party for

researchers. universitys base in

in the

the Yamaguchi University Indonesia Aumni
Assodation was held in Yogyakarta. On the day of
the event, there were approximately 30

partidpants, induding alumni members from
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afar. A meeting regarding the establishment of
an Alumni assodation was held. Dr. Achmad
Ubaidillah, a graduate of the Graduate Shool of
East Asian Sudies and aurrently the secretary to
the President of Indonesia, was seleded as the
Assodation dhairperson. After the
meeting, a sodal gathering with the university

Alumni

faculty members was held, and the partidpants
had a pleasant time sharing stories from the past.

V\& shall have more exdhange opportunities with
Indonesia launching the Gollaboration
Searetariat, and the Yamaguchi University
Indonesia Alumni Assodation. V\e will put forth
the effort to continue our friendship, cherishing
the relationships with our partner universities
and alumni.

Science Summer Program in 2019 held by the

Faculty of Science.

In 2019 by the Faculty of Science held a
Science Summer Program in August from the
21st to the 30t. The program has welcomed
international students every year since 2016,
this year with 29 students (Taiwanese:13,
Chinese:11, Korean:5) from five universities.

In addition to exchanges amongst international
students, professors, Japanese students, and
activities with local people in Mine and Hagi
city last year, the program added visits to labs
this year.

We further

intend to organizational
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co-research with laboratories in other countries
in the future and to continue to foster students
who will devote themselves to technological
innovation in the era of globalization. We
sincerely appreciate those who participated in
the massive success of the program and hope for

further support and co-operation.

SPTED 2019
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The 7th SP!ED (Summer

Innovative Engineering Design) was held from

Program for

August 21st to 29t at Yamaguchi University’s
Tokiwa Campus. Students from Japan, China,
and Korea assembled international teams to
plan, design, produce, and present prototypes of
Mechatronics, AlI, IoT, or robot systems in
accordance with a theme in SP!ED. Teams
transform their dreams into ideas and make
them through
teamwork, using engineering technologies and
104

students

materialize collaborative

methods of recognizing social issues.

undergraduate and graduate
participated and 30 professors engaged in
lectures and teaching from 10 universities in
Japan, China and Korea.

Each team presented their intensely creative
work at the final presentation. President Oka of
Yamaguchi University visited too, and students

eagerly presented their exhibitions in the lobby
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on the concluding day. The closing ceremony
started with the speech of President Oka that he
and the

should provide a

anticipated that the experiences
SP'ED
considerable advantage to students. Professor
the president of the Faculty of
Engineering issued certificates of SP!ED to

exchanges at
Tsutsumi,

representative students of each university. The
following awards were announced: the Idea
Excellence, the Design Excellence, the Aesthetic
Excellence, the Technical Excellence and the
Presentation Excellence. Then President Oka
gave testimonials to three teams that won the
championship, the Grand Awards. SP!ED 2020
will be held in Jiangsu University in China.

[More photos and articles]
http://ire-asia.org/ire/spied/
http://mechaweb.mech.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp/educa
tion/spied2019/

Joint Seminar held with Chungbuk National
University

Five staff members, including the president of
the Faculty, Chan-Hoon Haan, from Chungbuk
National University in Korea visited the Faculty
of Engineering in Yamaguchi University
between November 18 and 20.

Many professors and students participated in
the joint seminar on the 19t, Presidents of both
universities delivered speeches, and professors
presented their research with a vibrant
discussion and idea exchange.

The poster session was held for the first time
with posters produced by 11 young researchers,
professors and graduates of Yamaguchi
University.

The presenters provided oral presentations in
front of their posters in English, which was an
informing professors of

their

opportunity  for

Chungbuk National University of
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Association

research.
We look forward to strengthened connections
the further

collaboration between students and researchers.

between universities and

Symposium amongst veterinarian universities
in Japan and Indonesia held for tighter
connection on veterinary studies

The Association of the Indonesian Faculty of
Veterinary (AFKHI), which consists of 11
veterinary universities in Indonesia, and the
United Graduate School of Veterinary Science,
which consists of three universities in Japan:
Yamaguchi University, Kagoshima University
and Tottori held their third
symposium. This symposium was first held in
2017,

exchanges among universities.

University,

aiming at educational and research

The Association of Japan-Indonesia Veterinary
Education (AJIVE) , founded mainly by faculties
of veterinary sciences, hosted the symposium at
the
University in Surabaya, Indonesia, on February
8, 2019.

The establish a

relationship of co-research among Indonesian

Faculty of Veterinary in Airlangga

symposium aims to

and Japanese professors, and education of
young Indonesian researchers who are working
towards degrees to pursue academic careers.

AJIVE is a meeting board which focuses on
plans for inviting young Indonesian researchers
to dJapan. Professors, including faculty
presidents of the universities, enjoyed a heated
discussion.

Prof. Pudji Srianto, the Dean of the Faculty of
Veterinary of Airlangga, Vice President of
Yamaguchi University Prof. Fusanori Miura,
and the President of Airlangga University Prof.
Nasih delivered speeches at the start of the

symposium. Following that, faculty members of
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Yamaguchi University and Tottori University
were introduced and the President of AFKHI
Prof. Yonni talked about veterinarian education
in Indoneia.

Next, oral and poster presentations were held
in three sessions. In each session, participants
from both countries actively discussed the
research and how to increase cooperation among
each research field.

The final address called for advances for this
initiative, for the recruitment of additional
the

revitalization of veterinary education and

participating  schools from Japan,
research in both Indonesia and Japan, and the
stimulation of the exchange of international
students between Japan and Indonesia. In this

manner, the third International Symposium in

Veterinary Science successfully concluded.
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— Message from a Current Student —

ADRIENN SIMON
Faculty of Global and Science Studies
Exchange Student

Hi! 'm Adrienne Simon, a Hungarian exchange
student who came to Yamaguchi University in
September, 2019. Since then, I dived head-first
into my life as an exchange student in Japan. I
have not just spent my time studying, I have also
travelled, done part-time work, made friends with
Japanese and non-Japanese people, eaten so much
good Japanese food, gone to the doctors, taught
children,

Sumo-wrestlers suit (pictured); I can barely count

pre-school dressed up in a
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the amount of things I have done in the short four
months that have passed since I arrived.

My time at Yamaguchi has been jam-packed with
opportunities to immerse myself in Japanese
language and culture. I would like to extend my
gratitude to the Rusapo volunteers, which I am a
part of, who work tirelessly to organise various
events to help exchange students enjoy their life
here in Yamaguchi.

In the first few months that I was here, a bus
tour of Yamaguchi prefecture was organised to
visit sightseeing spots such as: Hagi, Tsunoshima
and Akiyoshidai, (look them up if you havent
been!). We this

importance in the making of modern Japan. Don’t

learnt about prefecture’s
discount Yamaguchi as a study abroad location -

Yamaguchi is a place of deep historical
importance.

So far, one thing I particularly value about my
study aboard experience here in Yamaguchi is how
easy it 1s to make friends. Even people you meet on
the street are interested in you and may be willing
to strike up conversations.

A month ago, while I was heading to karaoke
from my work at an izakaya, I thought it would be
nice to relax in one of the public ashiyu (foot
baths). While I was there, I encountered a dog
owner near the ashiyu. Instead of going to
karaoke, I ended up chatting until midnight. How
could I have expected that this encounter would
lead me to make a friend who would later take me
to Tokiwa park in Ube? So, I guess the moral to
the story is! it’s easy to make friends if you like
dogs. Haha.

I know that people may often think first of Tokyo
or other big cities when choosing a study abroad
location in Japan; however, one thing Yamaguchi
can give you is the opportunity to see “real Japan”.
Furusato is a word often translated as “hometown”
in English, but it encapsulates so much more than
that. It captures a kind of longing to return to
one’s rustic roots. It is a word that holds great
in Japanese culture. In

symbolic meaning
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Yamaguchi, I really believe you can experience
furusato in your everyday life. There are also so
many opportunities to practice Japanese. If I was
to give one recommendation to future students it
would be to learn a bit of Japanese before you go,
that way you can truly embrace your life when
here in Yamaguchi.

I really encourage people to study aboard when
they have the chance. Maybe Yamaguchi can be
that location. Maybe you can even find your very

own furusato in Yamaguchi, Japan?

— Message from an Alumnus —

My Memory as an Exchange Student
Zhu Jieyu
Former exchange student at the Faculty of
Humanities
Currently a second grade graduate student in
Shanghai Normal University

I studied as student at

Yamaguchi University when I was in the third

an exchange
grade three years ago. I still vividly recall the
days there. My first life as an international
student remained an unforgettable experience
for all my life.

I instantly fell in love with the scenery of the
campus, transcending from summer to autumn
when I arrived in Japan. Various woods and
leaves in various brilliant colours decorated
buildings of the wuniversity, representing a
picturesque landscape. I took my lunch on a
table outside a cafeteria as often as possible
with my friends. I captured photogenic pictures
like post cards near vegetable fields around the
university in my free time. I felt myself more
intimate with nature by staying in Yamaguchi
University than before.

I could take lectures according to my curiosity,
so that I selected some that were different from
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those of my friends from my country with the
valuable help of sympathetic Japanese tutors. 1
obtained an extraordinary experience from the
classes like a comparative theory of society and
culture by a dJapanese professor, Hip Hop
lessons by an American professor, and lectures
of business cultures in Japan. Presentations and
discussions occupied a considerable part of the
lessons, and I learned the most contemporary
information about Japan, Germany and Korea
by talking with other international students. I
devoted many hours for self-study and before
examinations in the library of Yamaguchi
University, whose building was large and
comfortable.

The dormitory I lived in was twenty minutes
from the university by bicycle. I engaged in a
sincere emotional exchange with two of my
roommates as well as keeping privacies. Three
of us, a Taiwanese, a Chinese from Sichuan, and
I cooked together and had conversations. We are
still in touch. We frequently enjoyed parties at
weekends, inviting five to six friends in a large
common room.

held by Yamaguchi

enhanced my life. I enjoyed snacks, watched a

Activities University
show on a stage and fireworks, each of which I
felt was like opening the door to an unknown
world. I swept the beachside in Nagashima with
other students at a volunteer activity of the
university.

I discovered my potential ability to challenge
difficulties and tightened friendship by studying
This

experience tremendously fostered both my study

at  Yamaguchi University. precious

and my life in the future.
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