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MATSUNO Hiroshi

Before assuming this position on the 1st of
I had devoted myself to

education and research of Informatics at the

April last year,
Faculty of Science. With wireless network
system and system biology as my main research
themes, I have recently been working on
introducing data science education to our
university entirely.

Data science-related words such as Al and IoT
have become ubiquitous. Informatics and
Information Technology are now a fundamental
technology in modern society, though there used
to be very few departments where we could
I first studied

Electronic Engineering at university.

study them. In my -case,
In those
days an arcade game “Space Invaders” was
extremely popular, which motivated me to
switch my research topic to Information
Technology. Likewise, there were students who
their

Information Technology. Among them were

switched courses to Informatics /
those from Electrical / Electronic Engineering
and Mathematics / Physics.

In 2020 the novel coronavirus raged across
the world and Yamaguchi University had to
offer remote classes shortly after the new
academic year started.

The Remote Learning Support Team was set

up and I was committed to facilitating this new
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challenge.

Not only Yamaguchi University, but also
universities in general, could introduce online
classes relatively smoothly. That’s because PC
technology and the Internet have developed
rapidly, which made virtual environments
useful at a practical level.

In addition, we turned up an unexpected side
benefit. Not only within Japan, but also all over
the world, universities turned to remote classes
at the same time. This made a large number of
faculty members aware of the effectiveness of
remote learning and movements towards
heightening the educational effect have been
made. This is what is currently called the

promotion of “Digital Transformation in
Education”.

Remote classes significantly contribute to
Students

obtain

educational 1internationalization.

planning to study abroad can
information and feel at ease by being connected
with their host universities online before
departure. What is more, they can keep
taking online classes offered by their home
universities even while abroad. Yamaguchi
University is now devising a plan to construct a
Hybrid / HyFlex System in which in-person
and remote classes are combined.

Yamaguchi University is now designing the
In this

4th period, the International Student Center is

4th midterm target / midterm plan.

now making preparations for developing global
educational research environment, promoting
Japanese students overseas study programs
and making cooperative lecture programs with
overseas educational institutions by utilizing
online resources. In order to promote these
projects, cooperation with institutions outside

the campus is essential, as well as with our

faculties and graduate schools. I would
sincerely appreciate your continued
understanding  and support to the

International Student Center.
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Fortunately, it was held right before the
COVID-19 infection began to spread all over
the world so the participating researchers
could still gather in one physical place.

The establish a

relationship of co-research among Indonesian

symposium aims to
and Japanese professors, and education of
young Indonesian researchers who are working
towards degrees to pursue academic careers.

Yamaguchi University and the Association of
Japan-Indonesia Veterinary Education

(AJIVE) have co-hosted the symposium since
last year.

This year, the members of the Executive
Committee, the presidents of the faculties of
Yamaguchi

University, Bogor Agricultural

University, Gadjamada University, and
Airelanga University, with the attendance of
Vice President of Yamaguchi University Prof.
Fusanori Miura, who 1s in charge of
international co-operation, signed the by-law to
specify the role of AJIVE.

Vice President of Yamaguchi University
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Prof. Fusanori Miura delivered speeches at the
start of the symposium.
that, of

Yamaguchi University, Tottori University, and

Following faculty members
Gifu University were introduced and the
presidents of the veterinary faculties of the
universities of Indonesia talked about their
faculties.

Next, oral and poster presentations were
held

participants

In two sessions. In each session,
from both

research and how to

countries actively

discussed increase
cooperation among each research field.

The final address called for the recruitment
of additional participating schools from Japan,
the revitalization of veterinary education and
research in both Indonesia and Japan, and the
stimulation of the exchange of international
students between Japan and Indonesia

In this manner, the fourth International
Symposium in Veterinary Science successfully
concluded. It was announced that the 5th
symposium would be held in February 2021 at
Hasanuddin University in Sulawesi,
Makassar, Indonesia. Regrettably, it will be

hosted virtually in 2021.

— Message from a Current Student —

Interaction Through the Mask

LIU CHUANXIA
Third year of Graduate School of East Asian
Studies

Hi! 'm Liu Chuanxia. I'm in my third year
of a Doctor's program in the Graduate School of
East Asian Studies. My hometown is Shandong
Province in China. I came to Japan in 2015 and
have lived in Japan as an international student
for less than 6 years.

Every year, I returned to my hometown
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during spring break in February, but I couldn’t
do it last year due to COVID-19. The sudden
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic had changed
the face of 2020, but I can still say it was
meaningful for me. This is because I was able to
contribute to the peace and friendship between
Japan and China as a member of the
Association of Chinese Students in Japan.

In February 2020, Mr. Wang who is the
president of the Association of Chinese Students
in Yamaguchi University belonging to the
Consulate-General of China in Fukuoka and
other Chinese students solicited donations
(about 170,000 JPY). I and other members of the
association purchased Japanese non-medical
masks (6,000) with this donation. Saiseikai
Yamaguchi area care center donated 10,000
medical masks and 10,000 sets of medical
gloves. We carefully wrapped those supplies and
posted a message of support [ZEIX i) ( Stay
strong Wuhan!). The supplies were safely
delivered to medical institutions in Wuhan City
via the Consulate-General of China in Fukuoka
and the Wuhan Red Cross Charity Federation.
There is a Chinese proverb, a drop of water shall
be returned with a burst of spring (This message
is to repay kindness tenfold.). In the midst of the
spread of COVID-19 infection in China, a large
quantity of masks and medical supplies were

donated from each prefecture in Japan.
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and friends in China were very

My family
grateful for that. On the other hand, the
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COVID-19
Japan in April 2020. We ran out of masks we

infection became widespread in

used in our daily life. Therefore, Mss. Ming, who
1s a graduate of Yamaguchi University, and
Chinese students solicited donations (about
170,000 JPY) to return the favor. I and other
Chinese students (current students and
graduates) purchased masks for non-medical
use in China with this donation and gave them
to Yamaguchi University to pay back the debt of
gratitude to Yamaguchi University. We posted a
message of support MERIIREIH RN LR

(This message means this is a small token of our
appreciation for your kindness.) The friendships
and consideration exchanged at Yamaguchi
University have become unforgettable and
warm memories and they are still in my heart.

If all goes according to plan, my student life at
Yamaguchi University will come to an end in
this March. As a member of society, I would like
to become a bridge between Japan and China.

Let’s do our best together!

— Message from an Alumnus —
Work in the New World

Jin Haiyan PhD

Completed a doctoral course at the Graduate
School of East Asian Studies in 2020
Associate Professor, College of Foreign Language

Studies, Guilin University of Technology

My name is Dr. Jin Haiyan. I graduated from
the Graduate School of East Asian Studies,
After  the
conferment at Yamaguchi University on March 16,
2020, in the middle of the hard time when the
infection of COVID-19 was rapidly spreading, I left

Yamaguchi  University. degree

Yamaguchi for my country. Time flies. One year

has already gone by since then.
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I started to work at Guilin University of
Technology in August 2020. I am currently a
Japanese language teacher at the College of
Foreign Language Studies and president of the
My

education

Foreign Language and Culture Center.

research themes are comparative
between Japan and China, and ethical education. I
teach beginner Japanese and business Japanese
for undergraduate students and comparative
education as specialized area courses.

As a result of increasing globalization, we are
entering a new era of living in a global community
with a common fate. Foreign language education is
no exception regarding the growing importance of
cross-cultural exchange, mutual respect and
understanding, and deepening goodwill in this era.
I think it essential for learners of the Japanese
language not only to improve their language
proficiency but also to develop global awareness to
use it for future employment. 1 actively
incorporate both the knowledge of linguistics and
the fruits of my experiences gained during my
study in Japan, including failures, into Japanese
language education.

Currently, I am working on comparative
education and research between Japan and China
as a new researcher, while working not only with
Japanese language education but also to support
international students and  international
exchanges. In order to become a researcher, I
spent three years at Yamaguchi University
absorbed in my research topics, The experience of
struggling has become an irreplaceable treasure
for me. It's been a tough three years, but it's made
me grow even more.

The

research at Yamaguchi University enabled me to

opportunity involved in cutting-edge
compare and explore various problems in the
research field of school education in my home
country from a broad perspective. I still continue
to study and will continue dedicating myself to
giving back to my alma mater, Yamaguchi

University. I will devote myself to developing
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human resources who become a bridge between
China and Japan in diverse fields. I will continue
to study further to improve my achievements as a
researcher.

I will contribute not only to academic exchanges
but also to friendly exchanges between Japan and
China.

— Message from an Alumnus —

Memories of my Student Life in Yamaguchi

LU WEI WEI
Graduated from the
Education in 2017

Currently working in Tokyo

Graduate School of

I came to Japan as an international student
of Yamaguchi University in September 2013. I
am currently working in Tokyo, but I always
remember my student life in Yamaguchi.

Looking back on my three and a half years of
student life, I think I learned a lot and improved
myself. The hardest part after coming to Japan
was having to start from scratch. However, 1
was able to overcome many difficulties with help
from a Japanese student tutor.

While I was in university, I deepened my
understanding of Japanese culture, Japanese
education, the Japanese way of thinking, and
through

professors, friends, and classmates. Also, I made

Japanese values, interaction with
many friends whom I could trust and talk with
about anything through various extracurricular
activities.

I took classes in art history, visual thinking
strategies, painting, sculpture, and pottery. I
was fortunate to have a very special experience of
making unique pottery in a climbing kiln using
traditional techniques.

When I first arrived in Japan, I participated in
the Yang Guifei Fire Festival in Nagato City
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with about 100 international students. This
festival is based on a legend that Yang Guifei
escaped from the war in China, arriving at
Nagato City, Yamaguchi Prefecture in Japan
where she ended her life. The festival is a very
good memory because I was able to see a scene
of friendly international exchange between the
Chinese and Japanese people.

I love art. During my three and a half years
in Yamaguchi, I went to many museums and

also had the
in the Setouchi

Triennale in Toyoshima and Naoshima as a

saw many exhibitions. I

opportunity to take part

volunteer during the 2016 spring and summer

vacations. I was in charge of accepting
submission of artwork. We enjoyed creating the
art festival with the people of the island and
artists every day. I think it was a very moving
and meaningful experience.

While studying abroad, you have to live alone,
go grocery shopping and cook by yourself, study,
work part-time, and plan your daily life by
able to

independence and learned to plan ahead more

yourself. I was increase my
than before because of my student life of three
and a half years at Yamaguchi University.

My first studying abroad was a very valuable
experience for me. I would like to make more
progress in the future without forgetting my
those

in Yamaguchi

feelings of gratitude toward who

supported me when I was

University.
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