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Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

—Message to the 1international

students from the new President-

Yamaguchi University, New President
TANIZAWA Yukio

It is my pleasure to be in touch with you.

My name is TANIZAWA and I will take office as
Yamaguchi University’s President on April 2022.
I am from Wakayama prefecture, grew up at the
foot of Mt. Koya, where Kongobuji Temple, the
head temple of the Shingon sect of Japanese
Buddhism is located. (My home town is not in the
mountain recesses. It is a relatively developed
town on the banks of the Kinokawa River, where
the Nankai
Takano Line runs.) I graduated from the Faculty

Electric Railway Corporation-
of Medicine and Health Sciences of Yamaguchi
University in 1983.1 am a physician and
specialize in diabetes and endocrinology. I have
been conducting basic research on the onset
mechanism of diabetes and have been engaged in
medical treatment at the Yamaguchi University
Hospital.

After having served as Deputy Director of the
University Hospital, Director of the Graduate
School of Medicine and Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine and Health Sciences, I have been an
Executive Trustee and Vice-President since
April 2021.

At the beginning of the "Future Yamaguchi
University Vision 2015" we compiled the slogan
"From the 200th anniversary of our school’s
founding towards becoming a Diversity Campus
by 2025”. Each step is steadily being achieved,

while we continue on. We are beginning to focus
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on the next stage of the Diversity Campus in the
next fiscal year, when 4th medium-term goal period
will start.

Because international exchange 1s an
important element of a Diversity Campus, I will
advocate for increasing the number of inbound
and outbound students and further revitalize
international joint research. I am convinced that
diversity is a source of vitality.

After getting a PhD in medical science, 1
studied abroad for research at Washington
University in St. Louis, Missouri, USA for three
years from 1990 to 1993.

Before studying abroad, I hardly had any
experience speaking with foreigners. One day,
an international student from Stanford
University who came to the laboratory once a
week to teach English conversation lessons
asked me, "Are you really an MD and seriously
planning to study abroad with such a level of
English ability?" At the time, I had only
knowledge of the technical terms necessary for
my research, so I had to associate with others
using my poor English mixed with gestures.

As a result, I got through my U.S. life.
Communication was possible as long as there
was enough motivation to interact from both
sides. I heard “I want to tell you somehow...”
and “I want to understand what this Japanese
guy 1s saying, because we have hired him to do
research”. Gradually my ears started to get used
to listening in English.

However, gesturing absolutely could not be

used on phone calls, so I once got into trouble for
thoughtlessly attempting to answer a call to the
lab. After that, I decided not to answer the phone
for a while.
What I gained while studying abroad has become
an irreplaceable treasure in my life. The city of
St. Louis is a great country town that flourished
as the "gateway to the west," becoming literally
my second home town.

While working at the Faculty of Medicine and
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Health Sciences in Yamaguchi University, I

accepted some international students from
China.

obtained a degree to study in the United States

I also sent some students who had just

for three years, as I did and sent several third-
students of the Medical school to

universities in the United States every year for

grade

about half a year.
I believe each of them has gained a lot by coming
into contact with people of different cultures.

Let me ask you, my dear international
students. Do you have a fulfilling life in
Yamaguchi? I am disappointed that foreign
students have been severely restricted from
studying in Japan, and Japanese students from
studying abroad for the last two years because of
COVID-19.

I am looking forward to returning to the
previous state as soon as possible so that
everyone can freely travel.

Yamaguchi Prefecture is a scenic place having
a rich history, and Yamaguchi University has 9
faculties and 8 graduate schools, which has
many resources for learning and leisure.
Improve your expertise. Get to know Yamaguchi
Prefecture and dJapan more deeply. Obtain
lifelong friends, teachers, second and third
hometowns.

When you return to your home country, please
encourage your colleagues and students to study
at Yamaguchi University. We, of Yamaguchi

University, will develop with you.

Yamguchi University News

The 18th Young Scientist Seminar (YSS)

The 18th Young Scientist Seminar (YSS) was
held at Yamaguchi University for two days from
Saturday, November 27th to Sunday, November
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28th, 2021. It was held online again this year due
to the influence of COVID-19 pandemic, but a
total of 163 young researchers (107 of them are
overseas young researchers from Thailand,
Vietnam, Indonesia, etc.), including university
students in the field of biology, participated in it,
YSS

opportunity to experience a wide range of

achieving great success. is a good
research by giving oral presentations of the
research results in English. It is also a good
to
Yamaguchi University students and overseas
This year is the 18th YSS

and we hope that more young researchers from

opportunity form networks between

young researchers.

many countries can earnestly interact with each

other at YSS from next year on.

< The YSS venue where students are holding
the seminar.(Faculty of Agriculture Seminar
Room)

Connect online with young researchers around
the world.

Sakura Science Exchange Program

From October 9th to November 6th, 2021, the
Graduate School of Sciences and Technology for
Innovation (Agriculture) conducted a remote
international exchange program with a total of
98 professors and students from our academic
exchange agreement partner universities (18
universities in Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia,
Taiwan, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar) through the
Sakura Science Plan.

The participants comprehensively studied and
discussed tropical biological resources and
information  analysis, subjects  currently
attracting particular attention especially in the
field of agriculture, and in various exchange
projects worldwide. In addition to the keynote
speeches and special lectures, various exchange

projects from all over the world, poster sessions
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and virtual exchange meetings were held to

deepen interaction among participants. The
program was highly evaluated by the
participants and ended with great success.

The Graduate School of Sciences and

Technology for Innovation (Agriculture) will
continue to implement similar programs to
promote the formation of an international
network for resource development of tropical

environmental organisms.

The 5th AJIVE Symposium (International
Symposium in Veterinary Science)

The symposium, which started in 2017, was held
for the fifth time to promote education and
research exchanges between Japanese and
Indonesian veterinary universities. This year,
because of the influence of COVID-19, it was
solely online. It was co-sponsored by Yamaguchi
with 11

veterinary universities in Indonesia and five

University and IPB University,

universities in Japan (Yamaguchi University,
Kagoshima University, Miyazaki University,
Tottori University, Gifu University) taking part
(141 people in total) on February 13, 2021.

The symposium began with a greeting from
President Arif Satria of IPB University and Vice
Masato  Shinji

followed by

presentations divided into sessions in each of the
fields,
representatives of faculties from both Japan and
Indonesia (Photo 1).

President of Yamaguchi

University, lively research

five and a Dean’s Meeting by

Photo: WEB group photo by representatives of
the 5th AJIVE Symposium (Dean, etc.)
https!//www.vet.yvamaguchi-
u.ac.jp/topics/20210401news.html
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— Message from a Current Student-

Lu Yu an
Third year, Graduate School of East Asian
Studies.

Student life drawing the “triangle”

My name is Lu Yuan, a third-year doctoral
student at the Graduate School of East Asian

Studies. I am from the Inner Mongolia

W Autonomous Region in China. Time flies so fast

and it’s been almost three years since I came to
Yamaguchi.

I clearly recall just like yesterday when I moved

. from Fukuoka International Airport to Yuda

¢ Onsen Station with my luggage three years ago.

Honestly, I was a little disappointed on my first
visit to Yamaguchi. That’s because Yamaguchi
University wasn’t my first study destination in
Japan. I studied at Hosei University in Tokyo for
half a year for a master’s program. After classes
and on holidays, I always went to downtown
areas such as Shinjuku, Shibuya, and Harajuku.
The skyscrapers in Shinjuku, the scramble
intersection in Shibuya, and Takeshita Street in
Harajuku are still impressive. Thus I was
worried about what kind of three years I would
spend when I witnessed the difference between
Yamaguchi and the vibrant city of Tokyo.
Looking back on my three years at Yamaguchi
University, I can say that almost every day I was
drawing a “triangle.” 1 originally enjoyed
traveling, but the winter of my first year saw the
pandemic of COVID-19, and I could not travel
outside the prefecture. I just circulated between
my apartment, lab, and supermarket every day.
At first, I felt depressed, but eventually, I tried
to lift my mood. I came to the idea that
interacting with books in the laboratory will
widen my academic world and enhance my
feelings rather than window shopping in
downtown Tokyo.

My research area is modern Japanese literature,
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and the title of my dissertation is “Study on
Takeo Arishima’s View of Women -The Image of
Yoko Satsuki in A Certain Woman.” From time
to time I have presented in academic conferences
in the field and submitted research papers to
academic journals. It was a series of successes
and failures which convinced me that the
comments from researchers at the academic
conference and the publication on research
papers in the academic journal would fill my
heart. In October 2021, I applied and was
accepted in the Project on Training of Doctoral
Students at Yamaguchi University through
Interdisciplinary Research Practice under the
theme of “Quantitative Analytical Research on
Digital Data Conversion of Takeo Arishima’s
Texts.” (photo) I believe that this triggered a
slight change in my “triangle.” I feel like my
closed circuit is gradually opening to the future.
From now on, I would like to introduce Japanese
literature to the world while trying to contact
and integrate with research in different fields
and would like to help spread Japanese culture
through my research activities.

There is a Japanese maxim “Once-in-a-lifetime
encounter.” Your chance to meet somebody new
may be only once in your life, so you should value
that encounter. In my country, we believe that
when you encounter somebody, it’s because he or
she has some relationship to you, and you will
meet him or her repeatedly because of that
connection. You can see this logic in action when
we say “see you again” as farewell greetings. I
will live my life looking forward to seeing people
again in the future. Finally, once again I would
like to thank many friends and professors I met
at the
University. See you again!

“Square of Academia” in Yamaguchi

— Message from an Alumnus —
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University

Meng Fanhong
Bohai University
Graduate School of East Asian Studies

My name is Meng Fanhong. I came to Japan
for the first time in the spring of 2015 and have
been studying in Japan for six years, including
I then

completed my master's and doctoral programs.

one year as a research student.

I have gained a lot of expertise in business
management at the Graduate School of East
Asian Studies, which has a good academic
environment in Yamaguchi University, and I
have been able to experience growth every day.
In March 2021, I received my Ph.D. After
returning home, I joined Bohai University
(bhu.edu.cn) in dJinzhou, Liaoning Province.
Currently, my main teaching courses are Cost
and Accounting Management and Auditing
Theory. My main research areas are Material
Flow  Cost

Sustainability Balanced Scorecards.

Accounting and  Integrated
In the global society of the 21st century, there
are more and more professions that require
advanced knowledge and innovative ideas, and
higher education 1is becoming increasingly
globalized and internationalized. I believe that
this is the goal of today's universities. Bohai
University needs to internationalize its own
educational model, so we are in the process of
introducing the learning model of EMI (English-
mediated teaching), which is an educational
philosophy and academic model of Western
as well as making efforts to

with

universities,

exchange and conclude agreements

prominent overseas universities.
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