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Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

- Message to the international
students from the Vice-President
(Academic and Student Affairs) -

Yamaguchi University, Vice-President
Executive Director,

Organization for Education and Student Affairs

GE Qi-Wei

My name is GE Qi-Wei, and on April 1, 2022, I
assumed the position of Vice President for
Education and Student Affairs and Director of
the Student

Organization. 30 years have quickly passed since

Education and Support
I arrived at Yamaguchi University in 1993.
During this time, in addition to engaging in
education and research as a faculty member, I
have also been involved in administrative duties
related to international student support, partly
due to my own experience as an international
student. From April 2017 to March 2021, I
served as the Dean of the Graduate School of
East Asian Studies (doctoral program), where I
was responsible for supporting students,
including international students, in obtaining
doctoral degrees.

I specialize in information science and
information processing, and my research focuses
on the basic theory and applications of
information technology necessary to support the
modern digital network society. In recent years,
in collaboration with students in my laboratory,
including international students, I have been
working on the construction of human body
models and health diagnosis using Al
technology, applying the results of my research

on basic theory to oriental medicine. I am
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particularly impressed by the excellent research
results of the doctoral students and feel that they
are very reliable. I also continue to communicate
with international students who have returned
to their home countries, and I am very happy
whenever I learn that they are all active in their
studies. I feel it is very rewarding to be a
university faculty member.

In January 2023, Yamaguchi University
established the "Yamaguchi University Vision
2030 for

“Yamaguchi University that contributes to the

Tomorrow," aiming to become
region and the world through the creation of
knowledge and the development of flexible
The

includes collaboration between domestic and

human resources.” "Educational Vision"
overseas universities and the development of an

interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary

education and research environment that
attracts researchers and graduate students from
Japan and overseas. The "Diversity Vision"
includes the enhancement of programs that are
attractive to international students and the
promotion of international student participation
in collaborative student activities. In this way,
Yamaguchi University is taking a new step
toward the future, working hand in hand with
overseas researchers and students.

We will continue our educational and research
exchanges with international graduates and
alumni who have shared time and space on the
Yamaguchi University campus, which is blessed
with nature, and we will work with current and
future international students to create a campus
filled with diversity. We look forward to working

with you.

— Yamaguchi University News —

Mutual short-term study abroad programs
the Japan  Student
Organization  (JASSO) Overseas

Services
Study

under
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Support Program resumed.

The

University (Graduate School of Sciences and

Faculty of Agriculture, Yamaguchi

Technology for Innovation, Agricultural
Sciences) has been conducting joint research
with about 40 universities in ASEAN countries
for more than 20 years mainly on tropical
through

and

environmental microorganisms

international exchange programs
international joint research, and is promoting
the "Formation of an International Network for
Tropical Environmental Biological Resources
Development". With the establishment of the
Yamaguchi University and Kasetsart University
Joint Master’s Degree Program in Agricultural
and Sciences (Joint Degree Program: JDP) in
April 2020, the formation of an international
network is now underway in a tangible form. So
far, two students from JDP have completed their
studies, and one student is scheduled to complete
this year. In order to ensure the stable
continuation of JDP in the future and to further
maintain and expand the international network,
this year we have resumed mutual short-term
study abroad programs under the Japan Student
Services Organization (JASSO) Overseas Study
Support Program. Yamaguchi University
dispatched six graduate students (including two
JDP students) to

(Thailand) during the summer vacation period

Kasetsart University
from August to September.

At Kasetsart University, JDP students gave
conducted experiments and

lectures and

practical training with local students, and
achieved a prescribed level of educational and
research results. In addition, graduate students
other than JDP students were assigned to
laboratories close to their respective fields of
specialization and engaged in research activities
and cross-cultural experience activities that
could only be conducted locally.

On the other hand, two JDP students from
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Kasetsart University (Thailand) were also
accepted to Yamaguchi University, where they
energetically engaged in lectures, experiments,
and practical training, achieving many results in
preparation for their graduation next summer.
In addition, six graduate students from
Thailand, Vietnam, and Indonesia were accepted
for about two months from October, and they
conducted research activities in the laboratory of
the Faculty of Agriculture. The students also
presented their research results at The 19th
Young Scientist Seminar at the end of November
(an online seminar for young researchers with
100 participants, nearly half of whom are
This

practical, and diverse international educational

international students). interlocking,
collaboration has deepened student exchange
and contributed to the development of global

human resources with a new sense of values.

- Message from a Current Student -

A long and arduous journey at Yamaguchi
University

NGUYEN THI HA
Graduate School of East Asian Studies

Nice to meet you. My name is Nguyen Thi Ha
and I am from Vietnam. I am a first-year student
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in the Asian Educational Development Course of
the Doctoral Program of the Graduate School of
East Asian Studies. Before coming to Japan, I
was a mother of two children, as a Japanese
language instructor who was involved in
Japanese language education at a university in
Vietnam for seven years. In the blink of an eye,
more than seven years have already passed since
the day I first set foot on the Yoshida Campus of
Yamaguchi University. Now I am already a
mother of three children, but I am still enrolled
at Yamaguchi University as an international
student. Today, I would like to talk about my
journey over the past seven years with
Yamaguchi University.
A colorful life as an international student

From the window of the university bus that
picked me up at Fukuoka Airport on September
25, 2015, I heard the following words: "This place
has a lot of nature. I will have a peaceful new life
here," I thought. Although I spent the first three
years of my stay in Japan in a peaceful period, I
was able to lead a colorful international student
life by actively participating in local cultural
exchange activities and Yamaguchi University
events. I introduced the country of Vietnam at
local exchange centers and cultural centers, and
taught Vietnamese cooking recipes. I also had
the opportunity to introduce Vietnamese songs,
dances, and the traditional dress, ao dai, at the
International Student Roundtable Meetings.
Above all, thanks to the events held by the
Student

flower arrangement, apple picking, etc.), I was

International Center (calligraphy,
able to understand Japanese culture in more
detail and became more interested in Japan than
before. Through these activities, I was able to
introduce Vietnamese culture to a wider
audience and learn a lot about Japanese culture.
During all the activities I participated in, I took
countless pictures of the four seasons at
sights of

Yamaguchi University and the

Yamaguchi Prefecture that I visited, and these
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"A Day for a Fresh Start" April 5, 2022:

pictures, which capture the wonderful moments
of my three years with Yamaguchi, have become
precious treasures that prove that I had a
colorful study abroad experience.

'Failure = a fresh start'

The academic path was not easy to follow. I
tried to participate in as many different
exchange activities as possible, while also
putting a lot of effort into my Japanese language
studies. However, because I chose a challenging
research project, I was unable to complete it
after the first three years. This was my first
failure on the road to a PhD. Later, I took a leave
of absence to have the birth of my third child,
which prolonged my study period, and in my fifth
year I finally found a new research topic:
'Research on handover in natural Japanese
conversation'. However, something was missing
before I could complete it. Perhaps it was a lack
of time, or effort, or luck, or all of these factors.
This second failure caused me to lose motivation
for about six months, as I was really worried
about how I would pursue my future academic
career.

Six years on, the PhD was still out of reach,
but I was able to learn from my supervisors not
only about their expertise, but also about their
attitude and attitude towards research. With a
desire to make use of what I had learnt and to
have my current research, which I had poured
my heart and soul into, recognized, I applied for
'Practical Doctoral

Yamaguchi University's

Student Development Project for

¢ Interdisciplinary Research' (JST Program), and

was accepted into the JST Program from April
2022. After two major failures, I did not give up
on my chosen academic path and started the
doctoral program again. This fresh start was not
mere luck, but the result of my efforts over the
past six years. Whatever you do, you need at
least a little luck, but luck does not just suddenly
fall from above. Luck comes from constant effort.
The more hard work you do, the more luck will
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come your way.

Together with Yamaguchi University, I have a
much longer road ahead of me than I had
planned. However, I am determined to move
forward, because "even if it seems like a long
road, a new path will surely open up as you walk
without rest" (Konosuke Matsushita, The Way

Forward).

— Message from an Alumnus —

Thank you for your study abroad experience
at Yamaguchi University

Peng Di

China National Publications Import and Export
(Group) Co., Litd.

Graduate School of East Asian Studies.

Dear Yamaguchi University, Dear Yamaguchi,
How are you?

My name is Peng Di (823#) and I graduated from
the Graduate School of Economics at Yamaguchi
University in 2010. Although I did not spend
much time studying at Yamaguchi University, it
was an invaluable and important time for my
development and I will always miss it.

I would like to thank my supervisor, Prof. Shoko
Nabeyama. She takes her responsibilities in
academic activities seriously, is optimistic and
cheerful in life, and has a cute smile that I find
very endearing.

During my study abroad, my teacher told me
that I do not only need to learn knowledge, but
actually need to learn "loneliness". At the time, I
still did not understand what she meant, but as
time went by, every time I faced difficulties, I
remembered her words and was able to face my
setbacks more strongly and accept my losses
with a sense of serenity. I was also able to
cherish and anticipate the wonders of life more.

When 1 entered graduate school, I was

assigned to a special laboratory. There were
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classmates from eight different countries in the
lab, China, Thailand,

Bangladesh, Laos, and Malaysia, and the room

including Korea,
was sometimes filled with various languages and
laughter. We all discussed curriculum and
papers, exchanged gastronomic delicacies from
our own countries, and traveled to the seaside
This "little

changed my perspective on many things and

together. international family"
gave me a different understanding of our
respective countries and cultures.

Currently, I work at the Overseas Operations
Center of China Book Import & Export (Group)
Corporation, and in my work I am exposed to
writers, translators, and Chinese scholars from
different countries. Through the interaction of
literature from different countries, I hope to
contribute to cultural exchange as well as the
propagation of knowledge and culture.

Last year, I had the good fortune to be involved
the

commemorative events for the 50th anniversary

in planning implementation of
of the normalization of diplomatic relations
between China and Japan, and I met Yamaguchi
University again.

At the commemorative event, Chinese writers
shared techniques with Yamaguchi University
students about literary creation, guanxi, on
creative writing, and exchanged creative tips
online. We are divided between Beijing and
Yamaguchi, and it was very moving to see the
students' passion for cultural exchange on site.

Finally, I would like to thank once again the
teachers at Yamaguchi University. I also hope
that the new corona will be under control as soon
as possible and that I will be able to return to

Yamaguchi University to meet you all.
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