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Yamaguchi University International Student Newsletter

Message to the international
students from the Vice-President
(International Cooperation, Diversity
Promotion)

Yamaguchi University, Vice-President
(International Cooperation, Diversity

Promotion) , International Student Center

TAKEMATSU Yoko

My name is Yoko Takematsu, a professor of the
Faculty of Agriculture, appointed to be the Director
of the International Student Center at Yamaguchi
University starting in fiscal year 2026. I belong to
the Department of Biological and Environmental
Sciences in the Faculty of Agriculture. My field of
education and research is Entomology, and within

that, I primarily study termites.

What sparked my interest in this research was
watching nature programs as a child. Seeing
researchers from around the world pursuing
various organisms in diverse environments made
me want to observe insects in the jungles of tropical
rainforests. When deciding my research topic in
university, I selfishly insisted on a theme that
would take me to the tropics, leading me to choose
the study of termites, which are tropical insects.
When most people hear “termites,” they think of
them as “major pests damaging wooden houses.”
However, the fact that they “eat wooden houses”
also means they are decomposers that break down
dead wood and fallen leaves. In the tropics, they

play a crucial role in forest conservation.

Since this research began with such aspirations,

my main fieldwork has been in the tropical
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rainforests of Southeast Asia, primarily during ten
years in Thailand and ten years in Malaysia.
Through interactions with researchers and local
people in each country, my interests expanded to
include their customs, cuisine, and clothing.
During breaks from research, I would visit local
supermarkets to explore unique ingredients, learn
about local dishes, and visit people's homes to see
their cutlery and fabrics. I also came to enjoy
interacting with researchers worldwide through
my work. While I haven't had long-term study
abroad experience, I've been fortunate to connect
with people from many countries, and I believe this

will continue to be valuable.

Having friends around the world and experiencing
the cultures and cuisines of various countries is
incredibly enjoyable and truly enriches me. To
those

international students currently in Japan, I

considering studying abroad and to
encourage you to actively engage in conversations
and experience things you simply can't encounter
through travel alone. I also want to support you in
this. Furthermore, I hope to see more opportunities
for interaction between international students in
Japan and Japanese students, fostering an
increasingly international atmosphere throughout

Yamaguchi University.

- Yamaguchi University News -

Mutual Visits with Partner Universities
Supported by the Japan Student Services
Organization (JASSO) Student Exchange
Support Program (Scholarship for Study in
Japan under Agreement)

~Recent Student Exchange Programs with IPB

University (Bogor Agricultural University),
Indonesia~
The Faculty of Agriculture and the Graduate

School of Sciences and Technology for Innovation
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(Agriculture) promote graduate-level exchange
programs through research collaboration with
partner universities, primarily in Southeast Asia.
These initiatives are supported by the Japan
Student Services Organization (JASSO) under its
Student Exchange Support Program (Scholarship
for Study in Japan under Agreement).

Below is an overview of the exchange activities

conducted with IPB University in Indonesia during

b the 2024 and 2025 academic years.
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[Outbound Student]
Mai Higashine
Graduate School of Sciences and Technology for

Innovation (Agriculture), Yamaguchi University

During the 2024 summer vacation, Mai Higashine,
a graduate student from Yamaguchi University,
studied at IPB University. Throughout her stay,
she gained firsthand experience observing tropical

agriculture and engaged with a wide range of

diverse cultural values.
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[Inbound International Students]

Nida Yusrina and Safira Awaliyah Ramadhani

{ Graduate School of Bogor Agricultural University

, In November 2025, Ms. Nida and Ms. Safira from

the Graduate School of Bogor Agricultural
University arrived in Japan and were granted the

opportunity to engage in research at Yamaguchi
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Oky Setyo Widodo, DVM., M.Sc., Ph.D
Assistant Professor Cattle Health and
Reproduction Labo.

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Universitas

Airlangga, Surabaya, Indonesia
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University. Ms. Nida expressed her gratitude for
the university's accommodations, such as halal
friendliness, while Ms. Safira was deeply inspired
by the sight of Japanese students dedicated to their
research until late at night.

Through this system, students feel a genuine sense
of achievement as they foster friendships that
transcend language barriers and obtain outcomes
that will serve as nourishment for their futures—
namely, professional growth in their specialized

fields and deep insights into different cultures.

- Message from a Current Student —
A Beautiful Long Story at Yamaguchi University

Oky Setyo Widodo
Joint Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine, YU
(Graduation in 2025)

Oky Setyo Widodo, DVM., M.Sc., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor Cattle Health and
Reproduction Labo.

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Universitas

Airlangga, Surabaya, Indonesia

The first time I stepped foot on Yamaguchi
University's campus was in summer 2018. At the
time, I was part of a delegation of young staff from
Universitas Airlangga in Indonesia, who had come
to attend a one-week summer course at the Joint
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. Around a year
later, in the summer of 2019, I returned as an
invited researcher. From that moment forward, I
decided to pursue my Ph.D. studies at Yamaguchi
University. After finishing my term as a research
student, I formally began my Ph.D. in April 2021.

Our journey as Ph.D. students is challenging. Only
working hard some time is not enough; we need to

work very hard and exceed our limits.
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I pursued a Ph.D. program in the Theriogenology
laboratory, where we conduct research to clarify
the pathophysiology of major diseases that affect
cattle productivity. The laboratory has an excellent
atmosphere and very supportive academics. Under
my sensel's guidance, Prof. Mitsuhiro Takagi and
Assoc. Prof. Masayasu Taniguchi, I learned
fundamental skills in clinical practice, laboratory
techniques, research data management, and
scientific writing. I also gained a lot of experience
in large animal surgery with Prof. Yasuho Taura
and Assoc. Prof. Tetsushi Ono. We collaborated and
published 11 scientific papers during my Ph.D.
studies, which led to me receiving the president's
award as the university's best graduate. This
strong relationship continues until I return to
Indonesia and resume my work as an assistant
professor at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
Universitas Airlangga. I will never forget the
positive memories and hard work we achieved

during my time as Ph.D. students.

Outside of school activities, I enjoy playing soccer
and badminton, participating in faculty softball
competitions in the summer, and traveling to visit
beautiful new places. I really enjoy -eating

Japanese curry; Japanese curry it is the best.

Yamaguchi University is my second home, and I
always look forward to returning. Thank you very

much for everything.

Impressions and Deep Reflections Since
My Arrival in Japan (Yamaguchi)

Xiang Yuting

China, Yangtze University, Department of
Japanese, 3rd year

Exchange Student 2024, Faculty of Global and

Science Studies

Every day since arriving in Yamaguchi has been a
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continuous series of small discoveries. In this city,
where time flows mindfully and peacefully—
completely different from a metropolis like Tokyo—
I am gradually and deeply savoring the true
meaning of the word "study abroad."

The commute to the university is a small adventure
for me. As I pedal my bicycle along the school route,
I feel the seasons right by my side. In the spring, 1
pass through a tunnel of cherry blossoms; in the
summer, I ride through the lush, green shade of
trees; and now, I am riding through leaves that
have begun to turn with the signs of autumn. My
day begins along with the sound of my bicycle
chain. Whether it is a rainy day or a windy day, this
bicycle reliably takes me all the way to the
university. For some reason, such an ordinary
thing feels incredibly precious to me.

In classes, the professors always teach us kindly
and thoroughly. Whenever there is something I do
not understand, no matter how busy they seem to
be, they ask me, "Are you doing okay?" and explain
it from a different angle. I have been saved by their
kindness countless times. My classmates are also
warm-hearted. During group work, if I cannot
express myself well in Japanese, they naturally
support and follow up for me. During lunch breaks,
they invite me, saying, "Let's eat together," and we
laugh with each other surrounding our lunch
boxes. In those casual moments, I feel my heart,
which had felt lonely in a foreign country, gently
warming up.

Shopping at the supermarket is a small pleasure of
mine. When it comes to the evening bargain time,
the side dishes and vegetables become available at
great prices. Just being able to put items with half-
price stickers into my basket somehow makes me
feel like I have struck a bargain. Especially when
seasonal vegetables are cheap, I feel excited
thinking about what to cook tonight. Choosing the
ingredients myself, cooking by myself, and
preparing a meal for myself are things I never
would have thought of before studying abroad, but

now, it is an important daily routine. Sometimes I
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succeed, and other times I fail. However, the
feeling of happiness when taking a bite of the warm

meal I made myself is irreplaceable.

Cooking dinner in the small kitchen of the
dormitory is my time for healing. I try to recreate
the tastes of my hometown using spices I brought
from my home country, and I challenge myself to
make new dishes using Japanese seasonings I
found at the supermarket. Yesterday, using daikon
radish and chicken that I bought at the bargain
sale, I made Oden for the first time. When I invited
my friends and served it to them, saying, "Please
give it a taste!", they told me, "It's delicious!" which
made me extremely happy. Such modest successes
lead to my self-confidence.

On days off, I study quietly at the library or read a
book in a nearby park. Sometimes, I gather with
fellow international student friends and hold a
small party where we each bring dishes from our
own countries. Vietnamese pho, Chinese
dumplings, Korean chigae stew... it feels as if the
top of the table is traveling around the world, and
do

naturally

even 1if our languages not completely

communicate, we smile  when
surrounded by delicious food. It is a warm time
where we feel anew that we have all left our home
countries to come here.

Days in Yamaguchi are not filled only with
shocking, major events. Rather, it is an
accumulation of such small daily routines: sitting
on a bicycle saddle, sitting in a classroom chair,
the kitchen,

supermarket basket. However, within each and

standing in and pushing a
every one of these accumulations, before I knew it,
many "happinesses" have bloomed. A kind word
from a professor, the natural thoughtfulness of a
friend, the taste of a meal I cooked myself, the wind
I feel when riding my bicycle... I feel as though
everything is gradually making the large flower of
my study abroad experience bloom.

While life in Yamaguchi has occasionally brought

difficulties and loneliness, it has brought me far
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more realizations and personal growth. By living
within a different culture, I learned that what was
ordinary for me does not always apply, and I
believe that my flexibility to view things from
has
Additionally, it became an opportunity to think

diverse  perspectives been nurtured.
anew about the culture of my own country.

This study abroad experience was not merely about
acquiring knowledge, but it was a precious time to
deeply reflect upon myself and the world. For the
remainder of my study abroad life, while
cherishing these realizations, I wish to actively
accumulate various experiences and further
broaden my horizons. I am deeply grateful from the
bottom of my heart to the land of Yamaguchi and

to all the people I have met here.

Finding Something "Irreplaceable" in a Place of
"Nothingness"

Kim Hyeon-seok
Busan University of Foreign Studies, 3rd year
Exchange Student 2024, Faculty of Global and

Science Studies

Before coming to Japan, my image of "Japan"
consisted of the glamour of Tokyo seen through the
media and scenes like the busily intersecting
Shibuya Scramble Crossing. However, once my
study abroad at Yamaguchi University was decided
and I actually set foot on this land, what I saw was
a landscape completely different from my
expectations. There were no tall buildings; instead,
there were peaceful mountain ridges, a wide sky,
and time flowing slowly. At first, I was bewildered
by this stillness and even felt anxiety, wondering,
"Will I be able to lead a fulfilling study abroad life
here?" Yet, as the seasons turned and my return
home approaches now, I deeply feel that this
"stillness" of Yamaguchi was precisely the teacher
that helped me grow the most.

What remains most deeply in my heart from my life
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in Yamaguchi is the warmth of the people and the
deep human relationships born from it. I hear that
in big cities, many people pass each other by with
mutual indifference, but it was different in
Yamaguchi. The people I met on the university
campus, at my part-time job, or around town
warmly accepted me as an individual human being,
rather than as an "outsider" just because I am a
foreigner.

What stands out as particularly memorable is the
time spent with my university friends. Instead of
hanging out at flashy amusement facilities, we
took walks through Ishin Park or gathered around
a hot pot at someone’s apartment, talking deeply
with each other about our respective cultures and
our futures. There were numerous times when I
felt frustrated, bewildered by the subtle nuances in
expression between Japanese and Korean, unable
to convey my thoughts well. However, each time,
my friends would listen intently to my clumsy
words, and I too made an effort to read between the
lines from their facial expressions and the context.
Facing one another with our hearts, rather than
relying on convenient translation tools—through
that experience, I feel that I developed not only
Japanese as a mere language skill, but also a
"considerate heart" to perceive others' feelings, and
communication abilities that go beyond words.
Furthermore, the rich natural environment of
Yamaguchi taught me the ability to enjoy
"solitude." Previously, I had a personality where I
constantly worried about smartphone notifications,
feeling anxious unless I was always connected with
someone. In Yamaguchi, however, it was different.
There

involuntarily stopped in my tracks at the sheer

were countless moments when I
number of stars in the night sky I casually looked
up at, the scent of the earth on campus after the
rain, or the scenery of the mountains changing
their colors season by season.

Spending time alone in a quiet room, working on
assignments or reading books, was by no means

lonely; it was a luxurious time to face myself
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deeply. "How do I want to be in the future?" "Why
did I come to Japan?" By repeating this self-
questioning and self-reflection within the silence,
my values changed gradually but surely. It was
precisely because of this place called Yamaguchi,
that this process of sharpening the contours of my
own identity—something I could never have
obtained in an environment overflowing with
information—was
but

convenient and stimulating

possible. Not lamenting inconveniences,
enjoying the creativity found within them; not
being washed away by a flood of information, but
thinking with my own head—this has become a
great asset for me as I live my life going forward.
The day to complete my study abroad life and
return to South Korea is approaching shortly.
What is in my heart right now are the words
"heartfelt gratitude." If I had studied abroad in a
large metropolis like Tokyo, I might have gone to
more tourist spots and touched the absolute
forefront of trends. However, the days I spent in
Yamaguchi taught me the "importance of stopping"
and the "preciousness of human warmth."

What I deeply felt after coming to Japan—was the
truth that "richness" does not exist in one's
external environment, but within the disposition of
one's own heart and the deep connections with the
people around us. This sensibility, gained by
studying at Yamaguchi University and living in
the land of Yamaguchi, will surely become an
important compass to support me, no matter how
busy the days I face after entering society become.
I am deeply grateful from the bottom of my heart
to all the people I met in this land and to its

beautiful landscapes.

My Personal Growth and Transformation in
Yamaguchi

Liu Jinghua
Employee of a certain company in Tokyo
The Graduate School of Economics, Master's, 2024
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. During the

" undergraduate years,

Time has passed, and it will soon be two years since
I left Yamaguchi. Having entered society, I have
met many people and experienced many things.
Sometimes, I open the photo album on my phone
and look back at the pictures of my life in
Yamaguchi. Working on assignments together
with the members of my seminar, participating in
events, and spending time with my friends—I have

always thought that I am so glad I took those

; photos.

final period of my university

my friends who were

: surrounding me were either getting jobs or
! returning to their home countries. I alone did not
know where my future path lay, and I carried a
: vague sense of anxiety. Feeling that I was not yet
. fully prepared to enter society, and that staying at

. school longer would provide a sense of security, I

decided to advance to the graduate school at
Yamaguchi University. A two-year school life is
something that seems long yet short, and short yet
long. However, realizing that advancing to
graduate school simply to avoid becoming a
working member of society would be a big mistake,
I began to think about what it was that I truly
wanted to study. Thinking to myself that the two
years in graduate school would likely be the very
last time I would spend at school in my life, 1
decided on my favorite field of tourism and
conducted my two years of research under

Professor Asamizu.

Upon entering graduate school, I was surprised by
the very large number of international students.
There were those who had been in Japan for a long
time, and those who had been here only a short
time; there were people well-acquainted with life in
Japan, and people who still knew nothing about
Japan. Looking at these students, I felt as though
I was looking at myself when I had first arrived in

Japan. No matter how small the matter might be,
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if I could be of help to the other person, I felt happy
about myself. Therefore, in my second year, I joined
the Student International Exchange Association
(Gakuyukai). The Gakuyukai conducts activities
centered on deepening exchanges between the
international students themselves, as well as
between international students and Japanese
people. Every year, many exchange students arrive
in Japan, and in order to help them adapt to their
new environment more quickly, we organized
various activities such as welcome parties for new
students, mountain climbing activities, friendly
badminton matches, and autumn excursions. Since
the of these

activities depended on the hard work of just a few

planning and implementation
members of the Gakuyukai, we had to consider
many aspects, such as safety and how meaningful
the

exhausting, but on the other hand, I was full of

experience would be. Each time was
motivation and felt it was highly rewarding.
During the final stretch of graduate school, as time
became tight with my master's thesis and
presentations, I organized a final dumpling party
to coincide with the Chinese Spring Festival,
bringing a perfect conclusion to my life in the

Gakuyukai.

Looking back now, I am so glad I participated in
the Gakuyukai, and I am so glad I entered
Yamaguchi University. Meeting many good friends
and studying under many kind professors made it
a highly satisfying two years with absolutely no
regrets. It is precisely because I had those

experiences that the person I am today exists.
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