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The decision of
"Yamaguchi University's vision for tomorrow"
and "300,000 foreign students plan"

Yamaguchi University Yice-President
for Financial Affairs and Facilities
Osamu Takiguchi

Yamaguchi University enacled the "The charter of
the Yamaguchi University" which outlines the duty of
Yamaguchi University in the 21st century according
to past activities in the 20th cenlury on February
2007. Furthermore, we also successfully began the
"amaguchi University's vision for tomorrow" to aim
for a magnificent future in 2020 which will mark the
200th anniversary of the foundation in 2015. The
reason for the decision is as follows.

The former charter is a long term vision for 50 to 100
vears, and we believe that it should be necessary to
set more definite and middle term goals for the next
10 to 15 years to make a continuous effort as well.
There is no doubt that the university requires
continuous efforts and definite middle term visions as
well as the long term vision.

The vision corresponds to globalization which is the
most progressing phenomenon in the present day.
We have three visions in "education”, "research" and
"social cooperation" for the [ulure to address this
phenomenon. The second noted point is to sct the
concrete policy of operation of the university for
vigion realization. In connection with globalization,
concrete correspondence is specified by the clause of
"university management with
"internationalization." Please refer {0 our university
homepage for details.

The ministry of education, culture, sports, science
and technology and relevant ministries announced
the "300,000 foreign students plan" to accept 300,000
foreign students by around 2020 to enhance the
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International House 2, Yoshida Campus
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Nathan in his kitchen

S — L TR B R
Students studying in the “Kuorokawa lounge”

global exchange of human resources, frade, money
and information as part of the Japanese global
strategy last year. It is planned to promote the
strategy by 30 core internationalized universities, and
we arc preparing to set projects and visions to be
elected as one of them.

Also in respect to this institution, in the current fiscal
year, the new building of the International House No.
2, the new building of the women's dormitory in the
Tokiwa area and the reconstruction of the men's
dormitory in Tokiwa has been already done, and
reconslruction of the Yoshida area main gate and the
traffic line and the 2nd Yoshida dormitory new
building are being carried out in the new year. We are
going to proceed with our plans for Japanese students
and foreign students to live together and to expand
our capacity to accept more and more international
students in the future, I would appreciate it, if you can
give me your great cooperation.

The International House 2 was completed.

In October 2008, our international student hall
building 2 was completed beside the international
student hall building one on Yoshida campus and 28
research fellows -and exchange students from 13
countries started to live there. Now, we have 118
rooms by 43 rooms in international building 1 on
Yoshida campus and 47 rooms on Tokiwa campus
and others in the new building 2 by one of our
Yoshida campus. We are very glad to be introduced
the new building by one of our exchange students,
Mr. Nathan Johncock from the University of Central
Lancashire, UK.

There is a shared space called “Kurokawa lounge”
on the 1st floor. In the shared space, donated table
sets are placed for group study and students
sometimes have a weekend party there. Each room
has a wooden floor.

He said the kitchen may be a bit small but the room is
comfortable. He also likes the large veranda. The
room is bigger than other rooms in the international
exchange hall, and its room fee is more expensive but
it is still cheaper than outside private apartments, so
many residents are satisfied with living there.
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Interview with
Prof. Md. Rezaul Karim

Prof. Md. Rezaul Karim is a former International
Student from Bangladesh in YU. He completed the
Doctor Course from the Graduate School of Science
and Engineering in 2002. At present, he is an
associate professor of the above school of YU,

When were you in Yamaguchi (Ube) as a
student?

I came to Yamaguchi Universily the [irst time as a
Doctoral student in October 1998. I completed my
doctoral study in March 2002 and went back to
Bangladesh and continued my teaching job at KUET.
Would you tell us some impressions or memories
of YU in those days?

There were many Bangladeshi students in Ube at that
time and they helped me a lot during my initial days
here. Also my professors and lab students helped me
a lot during my stay and study here at that time. In
November 1998, T had the chance to talk and take
photos with the President of Yamaguchi University at
that time in a party of the international students at the
main campus. That was really a nice memory as can |
remember now.

When did you start to work in the Faculty of
Engineering of YU?

I joined this university as an Associate Professor in
the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering in December 2007 to teach the
International Course students,

How do you feel about YU on this occasion,
looking from different points of view?

[t2s really a good opportunity and also a big challenge
for me to teach Japanese students in English. Joining
as a facully member, I have the opportunity to know
the education, research and students here. This
experience will help me in my work in Bangladesh.
What kind of research, projects are you doing
now?

Currently, my students are working on pollution risk
from the dumping sites in Bangladesh, air pollution
and the health effect of using biomass fuels for
cooking and removal of arsenic from water using
zero-valent iron. I have applied for a research project
on assessment of water supply systems and climate
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change effect in the coastal areas in Bangladesh and
hope to start the research soon, if the project is
approved.

Would you tell us your hopes for the future?

I am under leave to wark here from Khulna University
(KUET) , my
university in Bangladesh, where I am a Professor in

of Engineering & Technology

the Department of Civil Engineering. After completing
my term here, I will have to go back to my job in the
country and hope to contribute to the university and
the country. I would like to establish a good
collaboration with YU and KUET in environmental
research in the near future.
Would you give some comments to international
graduates and present students of YU?
The international students firstly face a language
problem. The university may help them by introducing
English more effectively. The International Center may
arrange an informal gathering once every week
together with Japanese and international students to
make a common platform for exchanging views and
learning about the customs of both Japanese society
and the international community. For the international
graduate, the alumni association can become even
make more effective.
ST T SRy O T ME - A3 R (TP A%
With third year studenis of the Easl Asia International Course of the

Department of Civil and Invironmental Fngineering.
{The person in the center of the first line is Professor. Karim)

Message from a New Alumnus

Chandrika Dissanyake
Sri Lanka
3rd year Ph.D. student,
Graduate School of Agriculture

I came to Yamaguchi in 2005, Yamaguchi city is quite
similar to my hometown. After coming, we stayed in
the University International House. First time when I
opened the window and saw the landscape of the
area: I felt as if [ was in my hometown. Since then, 1
like Yamaguchi very much.

When I came to Japan, I wasn't able to speak a single
word in Japanese, so it was hard even to go to the
supermarket. But after attending a Japanese Intensive
course, I felt T was lucky to have that chance, and got
to manage the basics of Japanese. I remember that
we learnt English since primary school, but we could

— 4 —
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learn basic Japanese in just several months, and I felt
greatly surprised

Now, [ am living in Yamaguchi with my husband, also
a doctoral student, and our seven year old daughter.
After one year, we left the university dormitory to a
private flat where we hardly had contact with
neighbors. Then we moved (o a city flat, and we
finally began to have Japanese friends. We realized
they were very kind and attentive.

Up to now, we have parlicipated in many festivals,
such as bon-odori, and so on. As my apartment is
near the Hirakawa community center, we had
opportunity participate the activities they organized. 1
have had many chances to make Sri Lankan food and
enjoyed them with many people from different
countries. 1 was worried about the outcome, but
somehow it was very delicious. I like to cook and also
enjoy participating in many cooking sessions.

We have visited many primary schools to introduce
Sri Lankan culture. There was a school, very far from
the city. At that time, I was impressed that although
they had hard lives, living in a remote area, the
school had many facilities,

In regard to my research life, it was also inleresting.
My advisor, proféssor Shin'ichi Ito, suggested that [
do research on the Japanese green onion, known for
being disease resistant, Since 2006, it was known that
a disease allects the onion growing area, so my sensei
gave me thal topic. I had to identify the causal
pathogen and characterize it molecularly. For my
doctoral degree, T had to publish two papers, but [
managed to gel three, supported by sensei, and my
family. My professor, Ito Shin'ichi sensei was very
kind, and gave me freedom to arrange my daily
schedule.

In this March, I will go back with my [amily to Sri
Lanka. I was teaching plant pathology to first year
through fourth year university students. I will
continue to work in teaching and research by making
use of what [ have learned in Yamaguchi.

(FEH) RO A s
{Left photograph) On graduation day with her daughter
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Information from faculties

Our three foreign students presented at the
33rd humanities department literature lecture.

The 33rd humanities departiment literature lecture
was held at the humanities department small lecture
room on May 11, 2008. 6 people presented their
research including 3 foreign students who study in the
second year master degree program. 3 people
respectively presented the research topics "Analysis of
the synonym word <(Sensee (#:4)> between Japan
and China - Analyzing synonym meaning by using
mind map (Chen Zhong Peng)", "Examination by
mind map investigation of the image comparative
study-Japanese of Japanese culture and the China
culture - (Xu Hui Yuw: Photograph left above)," and
"Focusing on the Japanese contemporary language
culture, focusing on the words related to Otaku (Maniacs)
- (Han Fei)." A former Ph. D. student also presented
his research topics on the "Use consciousness of the
image Japanese native speaker of "NA adjective" and a
"NO adjective" - (Lo Lian Ping: our former Ph. D.
student of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies.) ",
Another presented "Analyze of greeting expression of
Japanese and Chinese - conversation between children
and adults - " (Qu Zhi Qiang: A former master student
in Yamaguchi University the Graduate School of
Humanities and Ph.D. in Kyushu University Graduate
School of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities, now in a
foreign researcher in Yamaguchi - University Humanities) .
More details will be shown in our journal the
Yamaguchi Japanese Literature No. 32.

Contact: Humanities department office staff
Shinichi Hayashi (E-mail:hayashix@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp)

International exchange club
established in Tokiwa campus!

10A24AN e Ak Bl (LS 2RI D)
Welcome party for International Students, October 24.
(Tokiwa Campus Coop, 2nd tloor}

In 2008, the international exchange club that was only
in Yoshida campus was brought also to Tokiwa
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campus., Now, we are very glad to inlroduce the
manager of the circle, Sakamoto Daisuke, for
introducing activities of the club.

Hello, everyone. We are 'Akebono' which is a very

new club to organize culture exchange between
foreign exchange students and Japanese students.
Unfortunately, there have been no culture exchange
clubs like us in Ube campus until now. Therefore, we
established our club to encourage more opportunity
to communicate between Japanese students and
foreign exchange students, We believe we can
provide more opportunity not only for foreign
exchange students bul also for Japanese students.
Until now, we have already organized some activities
such as a potluck party, a picnic, and welcoming party
for new comers (See the picture on the previous
page). We are going to organize more activities for
encouraging global culture exchange.,

Taking place of the ceremony of The Yamaguchi
University Institute of East Asian Economic
Affairs (Kotaro Yamada memorial hall)

The Yamaguchi University Institute of East Asian
Economic Affairs has heen doing educational
research on East Asia, collecting and arranging a vast
quantity of data as a (feasury of the East Asia relation
literature. An open symposium, a lecture meeling,
etc. were held to aim for contribution not only to
international exchange but also to community
development as much as possible from when it was
Yamaguchi business high school and now as the
Although the
Institute of East Asian Economic Affairs was assigned

current department of economics.

in a corner in a departmentof-economics school
building until now, the director of YAMAKO
Corporation, Mr. Hiroshi Yamada, proposed to
construct the new research center and to invest in it
to show his grandfather's (Mr. Kotaro Yamada) great
respect for the university. Indeed, we held the
memorial ceremony for completion of construction of
the new building obtained by great blessings from 60
participants who participated in the ceremony on May
14, 2008.

MET =T Ay MO s B L S )
Ribbon-culling ceremany of the day
(the fourth lady from the lell is the wife of Mr. Hiroshi Yamada)
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Industrial Field Trip Held for International
Students

On the 13th of March, the Student Support Center
and the International Center held an Industrial Field
Trip for Tnternational Students with the cooperation
of the Chugoku New Business Confercnce.

Twenty students from China, Indonesia and Thailand
along with three Japanese students visited Mazda
Motor Corporation and HIROTEC Corporation's
factory in Hofu. The students were able to observe
the advanced technology employed at the factories
and were visibly impressed by the devices and
machinery necessary to build quality products. The
students were especially impressed at how
shortening production times by even onc second can
increase efficiency.

The number of international students seeking
employment in Japan post graduation has increased
since last year and this field trip proved to be an
indispensable learning opportunity for all involved.

7 ) |l T LR T (BT
At the entrance of Mazda aulomobile factory (in Hofu-city)

Activities of Exchange Students

Three foreign exchange students
participated in the UN festa 2008
IForeigners' Japanese Speech Contest

The UN Yamaguchi branch held the UN festa 2008
foreigners' Japanese Speech Contest at the
Yamaguchi education and culture hall on Nov. 15,
2008. 11 foreigners who live in Yamaguchi including
our three students presented cultural differences
between Japan and their own countries in fluent
Japanese. From our university, Chen Zhong Peng
presented Chinese new year cusloms by showing
pictures and panels (Title: Changing Chinese 30).
Shi Yang Yang also presented her interesling
experience when she came to Japan and was
surprised that there are so many Chinese products
(Title; Made in China). Shi got a special prize even
though she suffered from physical problems and
being hospitalized just before the presentation. Wu
Qian presented food cultural difference between
Japan and China (Title: Japanese taste VS Chinese
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Scene from International Students' Speech Contest in UN Festa, 2008

taste) . Everyone made many efforts to prepare, so it
was a priceless experience for them. (Report by
Shinichi Hayashi)
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Chen Zhong Peng making his speech
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Some News from our partner
University Erlangen, Germany

A student of our German partner university Erlangen-
Nuremberg, Institute of Japanese Studies, Kim, writes
his master thesis on the popular Japanese
entertainment program "Waratte koraete" of Nihon-
TV. When he contacted the stall for some
information, he was immediately invited to join the
program. His fluency in Japanese astonishes all the
staff. He writes down all the spoken words of the
program, analyses the concept and made it the topic
of his thesis. It is a unique way to study Japanese
society. A fellow student of Kim studies now at

Yamaguchi University, Faculty of Humanities.
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Uterstadt, Doreen is also hard working. She started
visiting many major seminars like philosophy,
sociology and cthnology right away. She used to
study philosophy before but in Japanese it is "really
difficult", she sighs, but "Seikatsu bunka" is very
interesting. She enjoys life in Yamaguchi a lot and
already has many [riends, talking about "Dragon Ball"
she liked as a child, or other computer games she
loves to play. It would be nice for her to have lots of
good experiences and tell people in Germany about
Yamaguchi.
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Doreen's Birthday parly, given by
German Lilerature Students

Follow-up Services for Former International
Students in Japan by the Japan Student
Services Organization (JASSO)

1.Follow-up Research Fellowships

JASSO provides this fellowship to those who have
previously come to study in Japan and are currently
active in education, research, or government work in
their home couniry or region. The fellowship provides
an opportunity to conduct short-term research (up to 90
days) with their former academic advisor in Japan.
Please access to the following URL to obtain further
information and some conditions needed for application.
http://www jasso.go.jp/exchange/tanken_e.html

2.Follow-up Guidance

JASSO provides this fellowship to those who have
previously studied in Japan and currently work in a
research institution as educators or researchers in their
home country to receive follow=up research guidance by
dispatching a research advisor to visit (heir home
country and give seminars, ctc. Please access to the
following URL to obtain further information and some
conditions needed for application,
http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/shidou_e.himl
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USER ID: ryugakusei PASSWORD: YUISNWO7
http://web.cc.yamaguchiu.ac.jp/ center/gwbbs/gwb
bs.cgi

G Sy E R
Presentation ceremony for products for new int'l students

YT R E NS R (FE AT
Fund-raiser for (he carthquake in Sichuan provinee in Chaina
Tokiwa Area (in Ube City)
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BBS for the Former International
Students of YU

Yamaguchi University has opened a bulletin board for
you, YU alumni. Please do [eel free to write YU, your
alma mater, and your colleague alumni so you will let
them know about what you have been up to lately
including your memories from your YU days and so
forth. Thank you.

USER ID: ryugakusei PASSWORD: YUISNWO7
http://web.cc.yamaguchiu.ac.jp/ " center/gwbbs/gwh
bs.cgi
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Orientation for new international students in Tokuji

IO (F F v $2T)
Yoshida Area{on Yoshida Campus)
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Tlower arrangement on Yoshida Campus

BaZ{L{#E Japanese culture experience program
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Tea ceremony on Tokiwa Campus
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Visit to a Japanese paper workshop
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study tour to Hagi and Tsuwano

{ 1o a Japanese Pap

LENRIT  Study tour to Kyoto
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A Notice to Everyone!

We would like to confirm if this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who
is receiving this newsletter, please send a
confirmation e-mail or postcard to the Yamaguchi
Universily International Student Center. FPlease
write any questions or comments about the
newsletter and any changes about personal

information. Thank you for your cooperation and
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