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lapanese cultural cxperience program

The Hope for the Communication
with International Students

Vice-President of Yamaguchi University
(in charge of education and students)

Naoya KOJIMA

There are more than 300 international students in
Yamaguchi University al present. For Yamaguchi
University striving to be a leading local universily,
providing chances of studying abroad for domestic
students and accepting excellent international
sludents are the most basic functions for globalization.
We must increase contacts overseas to obtain and
send information and keep In closer contact with
alumni who were international students.

This year we adopted the basic policy on
globalization and applied lo the program of acceptance
of 300,000 international students (Project for
Establishing Core Universities for Internationalization
(Global 30) ). However, rcluctantly, our application
was not adopted. Incidentally, the Global 30's future
is indefinite because of a change of government and
a sorling operation accompanying it. Even in such a
circumstance, our basic line on globalization has not
changed.

The purpose of accepting international students is
not only to provide carcer training lor international
students. It is one of the current key subjects, T
think, thal the university should train Japanese
studenis (o share various senses of values with
broad outlooks through comprehension of different
cultures and a deeper understanding of their own
culture, developing talents and widening outlooks.

T expect many students to find work in an
international organization after a series ol careers
and to play an active role in the future. For such
a future, 1 desire you students to appreciate being

«[4 able to study in such a good environment, that

is, the university supported by a society, and to
study sincercly toward your own aim with a
§ worldwide view. Moreover, as the university, we
¥ are willing to prepare the accepting syslem so
" that not only international students’ research and
study but also daily life and communication with
friends or local people are pleasant and satisfving.
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The Job Hunting Meeting Specialized in
International Students in Yamaguchi

The Job Hunting Meeting Specialized in
International Students in Yamaguchi, which is the
first event of its kind at a university in the western
part of Japan, was held at the university hall of
Yamaguchi Univ. on August 11th and December
95(h, 2009. 102 and 120 participants who are
mainly from Yamaguchi prefecture participated in
August and December, respectively.

In the meeting in August, Wang Haibin, who
has completed the Master's program of economics
in 2007 and is working for Toyo Kohan Co, Ltd.,
made a speech about her experiences as a foreign
employee in Japan. Alter her speech, Ubc Industries,
Lid., Tokuyama Corporation, Tosoh Corporation,
Tzutsuya Department Store and Toyo Koban Co,
Ltd. performed their presentations on the overscas
activities and the achievements of hiring foreign
employees. Then the Yamaguchi Employers'
Association explained aboul the internship system
in Japan. Finally, students individually consulted
companies at the booths, A lot of students who
desire Lo worl for Japanese comparnies put questions
to the personnel depariment staffs. 3 students have
been informally premised employment even {hough
this meeting was the first attempt, and the event
was very fruitful.

In December, the second meeting was held.
There were prescntations on the overseas
aclivities and employment of international
students by Toyo Kohan Co., Litd, Panasonic Co.,
Ltd. and Chugoku NBC Incorporated Associalion.
During the afternoon, individual consultations
were held and the air was filled with active
appeals and enthusiastic questions. At the same
time, there was a mecting ol persons concerned
with universities or companies with Mr. Takatoshi
Yokoyama, who is in the Project Support Center
of the “Career Development Program for
Forcign Students in Japan™. In the meeting, they
exchanged opinions on the support of international
students' job hunting. Therc were more than
20 members, not only who are concerned with
our university, but also who are in charge ol the
support for job hunting of the higher education
institutions in the prefecture and who belong to
companics, and there was a lively discussion.
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Message from an Alumnus

Interview with Dr. Casten MAKOCHEKANWA

Mr. Casten came from Zimbabwe to study
in Japan, and graduated [rom Yamaguchi
University's Graduate School of Science and
Engineering, He is now living in Australia.
—When did you study at Yamasguchi
University?

I arrived in Japan in April 1998, did a Japanese
Language crash course at Hiroshima University,
and moved to the Yamaguchi University (YU)
Graduate School of Science and Engincering in
Qctober. At YU, I compleled my Masters degree
in March 2001 and the PhD in March 2004
—What Kkind of research did you do at YU?

At YU, I carried out experimental research
investigating the properties ol gases using
low energy positron and electron inleractions.
The source of these particles was a radioactive
material, and the procedure involved some
specialized manipulation techniques Lo get the
specific energies at which to cause collisions
with the target gases. The result was a set of
collision cross sections. The results for electron
impacl contribute toward a better understanding
to the science behind plasma processing, as in
semiconductor applications, while that for positron
impact helps underpin the use of positrons in
medical imaging techniques such as the Positron
Emission Tomography (PET) .

—Would you tell us the most impressive
memory?

The first few months in Ube were a bit of a
struggle. This was because T didn't know anyone.
However, 1 am glad that T had wonderful and
caring supervisors in Prof. Osamu Sucoka and
the late Prof. Mineo Kimura. [ was privileged
too to have a very supportive church, the Ube
Lighthouse Christ Church, some of whose mums
would even sometimes drop by the University
to give me some meals. Through a home stay
program, T got to know a wonderful family, the
Kanekivos of Hikari City in 2001. I also met the
Kanamoris, through some Ube City Hall organized
cultural exchange events. I also had invaluable
support from fellow international students and
other Japanese people, T would single out the
episode of my PhD thesis public defense and
graduation as one of the most memorable. I had
up to around 50 people of all nationalities come to
support my thesis public defense session, and a
sizeable number loo for my graduation ceremony.
T am so glad that I continued, and still am, in
contact with all these wonderful people.



2007 E2 A2 6 5I2RTHSHIE, BT RUHER
%’— WL BB EAARELEBRE RNI T o T E T,

B R L e BR R i A H T &SR
TWh ., mnﬂ:?f_ﬁ‘gzﬂﬂﬁ#%ﬂm%gﬂﬁ“{#*

E IMEL o2 E
ﬁ%d%Fi)L
oTwET, :
B DXL ThW
§ Rl O R4 WT 1A
oy, iR
(912, #HTHIRE
HLHIlhoTE
TwhI &, B
B T-H R e s
(PETY &
Ve 7o R LR B
WICE Y FREAT— 7245302 &0Fs T
T 2 ANOBLEELREROFEONE T RS
LR LTwET,

—ERADRE. UOXKFOXFFEEIS
iﬁa

S omEZR TR LATWET., LALE
AF?&MOM%%@%%L@&M@T\W%WK
FHOEDFPNEL L, BRIZELAZELEZT
WET, BEHE N KT OEEIFE TEED
T, S LINOELAZELEZTHEY, (WL
BAHLZREVHS H5 L HEL, FHHERAOE
KTLHbFET,

IR, PANRENS T D LKL <
Th, BEMIZEDOHERADFALDEDLY %
ol R wERwES, RZH—HoOFHTE
EMTHOFERZEZBELT, NUoPHFhkol 4 &
HihEWE LT, ZONEFER S EIEL L TIIE
LWwTd, BBICEANELA N ALY 20
i, FOEOTALETCELLTAETLLHILE
@&:&ﬁk@f¢0%o>ﬂ¥&f/y A &

z }_‘ PAmLT, TARAD N OB NES

CLTWATL £ 9. £OFMTIIEDER

AOART AR :
D, Makochekanwa tLhe ﬁ_rt.L persen [rom
(he Ter) and Phi) students

—EPELL

k@&é*ﬁoc\ﬂ+ﬂx%thﬁ<téwo

VI ARIITTF
(BE | CHAFR TXiREZE)

200842 4 HH 6 —TTE o722l
ML E LTHBLEY Y - A
¥ v R L ik ee
MR TR ESFRPRT Y
TR L BMIkS LI EY
WL ERIEFUET L7
EEWET, BMERZERFT4E
Al B EEREEI O /2 E%ﬁ%btwi%¢
WW&H%*?%:FﬁL?§<&UieoT%
FEPERLOIZIUORFAD LW ZII L - T

—What kind of work, research, are you
doing now?

I am currently working as a postdoctoral
research lellow at the Australian National
University (ANU) in the Centre for Antimatter-
Matter Studies (CAMS) . Since joining CAMS
in February 2007, my resecarch has been focused
on positron scattering from atoms and bioclogical
molecules, The state-of-the-art apparatus that [ am
using now cnables me to do beyond what I could at
YU in terms of the accuracy and wider variely of
cross sections that I can measure. This is invaluable
for accurate modeling of posilron transport
in liquids and soft marter and development of
dosimetry for medical technigues such as the PET,
I work with two very enthusiastic PhD students.
—Would vou tell us your hopes for the future
and/or some comments to international
graduates of YU?

I am currently enjoying my rescarch at the ANTL
However, as usual with postdoctoral fellowships, this
is a fixed term job contract. As T think of the future,
I also have some strong feeling for a job in Japan,
and Yamaguchi in particular, as I am not a fan of
big cities. Fond memories from my YU days, added
to the fact that Uhe is my wife' s hometown, make
me keep faricying Yamaguchi as a possible location
for my next job, and hopefully for a longer term.

As for a word to international graduale students, T
think that, despite the Japanese language difficulties, it
is important to get to meet and make friends with the
local Japanese people. Tokiwa Kougyo Kai monthly
dinners provided me with a great opportunily
to meet locals. I always think that it is helpful to
undersland as much as possible of the culture of the
country vou arc in as this helps in minimizing a lot
of unnecessary stress due to misunderstanding. I am
surc thal the Tnternational Student Center at YU is
doing a good job in this regard too.

Message from anAlumnus

Seung Hwa SONG

(Former Exchange Student from Inha University,
South Korea)

My name 1s Seung Hwa SONG, I studied as
an international exchange student in Yamaguchi
University (YU) for one year starting in April
2008. I am glad that I was able to deepen my
understanding of topics 1 was interested in, like
the Lconomy of South Korea and Eastern Asia. In
South Koreg, it is quite difficult for senior students
to pursue their study or enjoy avocational
activitics due to job hunting, During my study
abroad at YU, though I was senior, I was able to
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Mr. Song working in TINTIQLO

try everything that I did want 1o do and make
a lol of friends, My stay at YU gave me good
memories and experiences, which are still helpful
to me. That is why I am very grateful to my
teachers and the University stafl (or giving me
such an opportunity.

When T [irst arrived at Fukuoka Airport, I
thought “just as expected, Japan is a lively and
bustling developed country”. Then I took a taxi
and left the airport heading towards Yamaguchi.
Two hours later, all the tall buildings and the
fancy look were gone. Instead, mountains and
more mountaing were the only things out there,
and I was a bit surprised. 1 had heard about
Yamaguchi Prefecture from a senior student who
studied at YU, but it was more rural than I had
thought. In spite of that, T thought it was lucky
that I was able to study in a more natural setting.

The best thing of being in Yamaguchi was
interacting with other people. I made a lot of
friends, met Japanese familics, and became friends
with the people T worked with, and now I want
to mect them all again. Particularly, I liked doing
a part-time job because | could practice oral
Japanese and carn some money. I would definitely
recomunend it to the international students. Also,
a Japanese family and T used to go to the mass
at Xavier Church every Sunday and have lunch
together after it, At those moments I learned and
experienced the differences between Japanese
and Korean cultures. | would like to go back
to Yamaguchi and live there again, becausc
Yamaguchi became my second hometown.

In March 2009, T returned to South Korea and
started to look for a job. I graduated in August
s0 by that time I hoped T would have found one,
and because I spent one year in Yamaguchi I
was looking for a company thal had relations
with Japan. However, since 2007 it has been very
difficult to find a job inside South Korea, especially
in 2009 when the rates of employment were the
worst. I had a very hard time looking for a job.
But all my experiences in Yamaguchi and the fact
that I can speak Japanese were my hest weapons.
May served as a time of selfreform; T organized
my ideas, my experiences, and all the things T had
learned. In June, | received contact from some
companies. Among them, I found UNIQLO and,
without wasting a second. decided to apply there.
UNIQLO is a company thal started in Yamaguchi
Prefecture and then became a global enterprise.
When | presented my application form I wrote
that I had studied for one year in YU, hoping that
this fact would appeal to them, and in the end, it
did. UNIQLO opencd a store in South Korea in
2004, and it has become a quite popular brand
since then. It feels like there is no one who does
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not know about UNIQLO. As for me, I enjoy
working there every day, linked by fate with
Yamaguchi. Of course, since I am new at this
joh, there are many difficultics and [ make a lot
of mistakes, but I motivate myself thinking that
someday T will become supervisor or manager at
UNIQLO.

Now is the time when [ have to move on with
all my strength, but I also wanl to live looking
forward and valuing my relations with other
people even if there is not much time for it. To
the international students of YU, I would like to
say “Make a lot of good memories because they
will be unforgettable”. After becoming a fully-
fledged member of society, when T recall my time
in Yamaguchi, I feel good. So, I really want you all
to make a lot of good memories, too.

Informatu)n from Facultles

Jacaranda Tree Planting Ceremony
- Celebrating the 70th Anniversary
of the Faculty of Engineering

On the 10th of June, as part of a celebration
of the 70th Anniversary of the Faculty of
Engineering, a Jacaranda Trec Planting Ceremony
was held at the Tokiwa Campus. Former Prime
Minister of Australia, Bob llawke, who presented
the jacarandas to the University, was present
alongside Yamaguchi Universily President, Dr.
Marumoto and other University personnel who
together planted the trees. In his speech, former
Prime Minister Bob Hawke joked, “At universilies
in Sydney, it is said that if you manage to catch
a falling petal from the jacaranda lree you arc
guaranieed success in your exams and that you
will be able to graduate. I think the same will
happen at this Faculty of Engineering too.” Dean
of the Faculty of Enginecring, Dr. Miura thanked
the former Prime Minister in his speech and
commented, “With this as a catalyst, we hope to
only deepen our ties with Australia”.

The ceremony follows the presenting of 60
yu:dranda seedlings to the Faculty of Enginecring

2 |last year, through the Executive
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The Exchange [or Students and Youth Program
based on the JENESYS Program - the opening
ceremony of the sominar.

The Start of the Special Support
Program for International Students

The Special Support Program for exchange
students and research students with the intention
of going on to graduate school was launched as
part of the Internationalization Promotion Program
2009, For international students whose ability
in Japanese is not enough or students who feel
difficulty acquiring special knowledge for going on
to graduate school, 5 seminars such as “seminar
of expression according to scene”, “seminar by
role playing”, “course for Japaneselanguage test’,

“presentation seminar’, and “Japanese for daily
life" are held in the Faculty of Humanities with
the support of visiting lecturers.

We want international studenis never to be
treated as figureheads of the internationalization of
the university and never (o feel alienated, but to feel
comiortable in our university through this program.
It is expecled that the program management must
pay careful attention to inlernational students, and
that, then, in a different culture in Japan they can
get rid of uneasiness and they feel welcome,

Not only international students in the Faculty of
Humanities but also those who are in the Faculties
of Economics, Education, Agriculture and the
Graduate School of East Asian Studies take part
in this program.

International Students in the Faculty
of Agriculture and Their Activity

There are 8 research students and 30 graduale
students, that is, 38 international students in the
Faculty of Agriculture in 2009. Many of them are
f[rom Asia such as Vietnam, Bangladesh, Thailand,
Indonesia, and so on, and some students are from
Africa. The places where they were born are as
many as 12 countries, The Faculty and Graduate
School of Agriculture as an Asian Core Program
(by the Japanese Society for the Promotion of
Science) has conducted the active exchange of
research and education with Thailand, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Laos, and so on. In 2009, the “Young
Researchers Exchange Seminar” whose theme is
microbiology and biology was held from October
10(Sat.) to 11(Sun.) at the Seminar Park of
Yamaguchi prefecture, and many international
studentc; participated. Adding the acceptance of
s special research students from ASEAN and

B Cast Asia bascd on the JENESYS Program
(Japan-East Asia Network of Exchange for
Students and Youths), links of international
., communication are developing further,
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¢ The partivipunts in the Second Young Researchers Exchange Seminar.
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INFORMATION

Follow-up Services for Former International
Students in Japan by the Japan Student
Services Organization (JASSO)

1. Follow-up Research Fellowships

JASSO provides this fellowship to those who
have previously come to study in Japan and
are currently active in education, research, or
government work in their home country or region.
The fellowship provides an opportunity to conduct
short-term research (up to 90 days) with their
[ormer academic advisor in Japan. Please access
the following URL to obtain more information.
http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/lanken_e.himl

2. Follow-up Research Guidance

JTASSO provides this fellowship to those who have
previously studied in Japan and currently work in
a research institution as educators or researchers
in their home country to receive follow-up research
guidance by dispatching a research advisor to visit
their home counlry and give seminars, etc. Please
access the following URL to obtain more information.
http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/shidou_e.html

BBS for the Former International
Students of YU

Yamaguchi University has opened a bulletin
board for you, YU alumni. Please do feel [ree
to write YU, vour.alma mater, and your fellow
alumni so vou can let them know about what you
have been up to lately including your memories
from vour YU days and so forth. Thank you.
USER 1I): ryugakusei PASSWORD: YUISN W07
http://web.cc.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp/ center/gwbbs/
gwbbs.cgi

A Notice to Everyone!

We would like to contirm if this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who 18
receiving this newsletler, please send a confirmation
¢-mail or postcard to the Yamaguehi University
Tnternational Student Center. Please write any
questions or comments about the newsletier and
any changes about personal information. Thank
vou for yvour cooperalion and support.
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