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\Value of Internationalization

The Director of the International Student Center
of Yamaguchi University

Dr. Yukio Hattori

Last April, I was appointed as the director of
the International Student Center of Yamaguchi
University.

I belong to the Division of Health Science, Yamaguchi
University and T have been the chairperson of the
International CrossCultural Committee for a few years
and the manager of the Office of Global Strategy for a
year. 50 [ thought that I was accustomed to mternational
relations to some degree. However, now I am surprised
at the amount of university events of the International
Student Center. In this center, there are 8 professors
(mainly teaching Japanese or foreign languages of
general education) and 6 managers. The International
Student Support Office provides full support for this
International Student Center. In the International
Student Center, not only do we receive and take care of
international students, but Japanese students who are
going overseas as well. Yamaguchi University also has the
Office of Global Strategy, which mainly plans and carries
out the global strategies. These two organizations carry
the development of Internationalization of Yamaguchi
University on their shoulders.

By the way, professors in the university are required
to do research. When they present their research in
public (paper presentation at the academic conference),
people who are interested in the research will contact
them from around the world. Tt is inevitable that this
will attract people from overseas (researchers, students)
and create opportunities for Japanese to go overseas at
the same time. In other words, it is not too much to say
that a little foreign communication has much research
and educational activity. Especially in the 2lst century,
we face globalization on a daily basis. The evaluation of
a university mcludes not only the number of published
papers but also the number of international students
and dispatch and the ratio of foreign faculties etc. Hence,
the reception of international students contributes {o
the evaluation of a university. Researchers and students
who are interested in a specialty in the research or
faculty come to Yamaguchi University from around the
world. Even though there had not been much contacts,
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it is honorable and pleasure as researchers themselves
that foreign researchers and students come here in
search of knowledge. T know (hat sometimes il is a
burden for them, but T do not want to lose the dignity
of the faculties. In my opinion, the university should
evaluate in a proper manner and support facullies, who
work hard to communicale with foreigners.

I love Yamaguchi University, and I feel very happy
when students, not just international students, find the
academic interest in their study. I realize there are
unlimited possibilities for students who say “Profeswﬁ
What an interesting subject /topic of research il is!”

We held a Japanese and Japanese Culture
Summer Program in Yamaguchi University from
July 12 to August 6, 2010. 44 students from b
countries and arcas (Taiwan, China, South Korea,
UK, and Malaysia) participated in the program.
The aims of this program are as follows:

1. To increase the number of international students
in Yamaguchi University.

2 To deepen better understanding of Japanese
and Japanese culture.

3. To improve the Japanese proficiency in the
Japanese language among participants.

Especially in this program, we organized these
activities to help to improve their Japanese.

1. We offered the chance to experience the fine
Japanese life style. This was in cooperation
with the local community. (Marketing research,
lecture of Japanese food, museum tour, NHK
tour. MAZDA factory tour, city lour, visils to
elementary school, lecture of lea ceremony and
flower arrangement, and home stay).

9. We requested faculty members (except for
Japanese teachers) to hold a lot of minilectures

(advanced class).

3. We assigned three Lutors for each class (10 to
12 students). The e .
evaluation on the [ “‘T_‘;__ '
tutors at the end of the
session revealed that
the tutors were very
good. Both participants
and tutors recognized
what real international communication is and
they were highly motivated towards the mutual
understanding.

i I
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This program won immense praise [rom the
universities where participants came from and we
heard thal some universities had already approved
this program as a credit.
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From October 24, 2010 to November 1, 2010, the
Student Exchange Program was held on Yoshida
Campus for 9 days. This :
program is held every
vear to increase the
cultural understanding of &
East Asia and to promote
cultural exchange and
awareness of peace understanding through the
activities among 3 universities. The participants
were approximately 40 persons, each 5 student
and one faculty staff from Shandong Univ and
Kongju Naitonal Univ. and 25 students and 3
faculty staffs from Yamaguchi Univ.

Visiting historical architectures and trying
home Lookmg students deepened cross-cultural

' ' 20 understanding and
strengthened their
multiple friendships by
knowing of one another
universities. During
oy - the discussion of "My
Opinion on Marriage” , young students showed
their own opinion to the topic earnestly.

We hope them to deepen understanding about
history and culture of each country and to lead
further exchange activities.

Many companies and groups participated in “The
Job Hunting Fair Specialized in International Students
in Yamaguchi® which was held in August and
December, 2009 More then 100 international students
took part in each event. 70 students joined the 3rd Job
Hunting Fair Specialized in International Students in
Yamaguchi on June 11, 2010. Yamaguchi University is
the only higher educational institute in Japan which
organizes such a company information session only
for international students. The “Lecture on Japanese
Business Culture for International Students™ started as
one of general education program in 2010 and has been
paid attenton in Japan as a outstanding attempt by a
Japanese University.

In this Job Hunting Fair, company information sessions
and explanations ahout the ongoing present state of
foreign staff employvment were made by Panasonic
Co. Tokuyama Co. and Ube Tndustris, Lid. After these
sessions, each company explained in detail at their own
booths, International students ntending to get a job
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in Japan asked them seriously. Students gatherd from
not only Yamaguchi University, but also Tokuyama
University, Yamaguchi Prefectural University, and
Shimonoseki City University. By such mvolvement of
universities, we recognized the importance ol support of
the University Consortiun i Yamaguchl The number
of international students who got jobs in Japanese
companies had shifted 1 to 2 before 2008, However, 8
international students got jobs after the first year of
the Job Humting Fair, and 1l international students have
already been unofficially hired in this fiscal year. This fact
shows that this program is fruitful for job hunting.

On the other hand, not a little students have been
unable to get jobs even though they intend to work
in Japan, They tend to lack the understanding of
a Japanese company and the bussiness culture. In
addition to these problems, it seems that Japanesc
companies also lack the understanding of the
circumstance of international students. Given the
situation, this Lecture on Japanese Business Culturc
for Tnlernational Students was planned in order (o
deepen the mutual understanding of both students
and companies. The speakers came from major
companies like Imperial Hotel, Ltd. Yahoo Japan Co.
Benetton Japan Co, Ltd. Toyo Securities Co, Ltd. and
Panasonic Co. etc. and such excellent local companics
as Toyo Kohan Co, Ltd. Ube Industries, Ltd. TOSO
Co. and Yamaguchi Broadcasting Co., Lid. etc. given
various types of lectures, we expect this approach
to deepen mutual understanding and increase
the number of hired graduates. 50 inlernational
students and 20 Japanese studenis attend this class.
This lecture also creates such benefits as mutual
understanding between Japanese studenils and
international students. In addition to these attempts,
a new program, DBusiness Japanese , is going to
be held for international students from this new
academic year. This will complete the general
framework of support system ol job-hunting for
international students in Yamaguchi University.

Message from an Alumnus

Liu Chengcheng
China (Faculty of Economics, Taurism and Travel Industry Palicy)

I entered the Faculty of Economics in Yamaguchi
University in April 2007. I had studied Japanese
for one and half vears at a Japanese school in Kita-
Kyushu, but there were many Chinese, so I had
few chances lo talk with Japancse. Alter T chose
this University, I lived at women's dormitory to
have the communication with Japanese students.
My roommate and my friends were all Japanese,
go T could learn the authentic Japanese. I join in
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Yosakol Yassan, a student group activity, and I
learned Japanese traditional dance. Through this
activity, I began to understand not only Japanese
culture, but also the teamwork of the Japanese and
group spirit. When [ was a sophomore, T became
busier. | allended various classes with my electronic
dictionary. I also participated in many oul campus
activities. In addition to the weekly student group
aclivities, T gol a Japanese host family, and they
showed me the sights of Yamaguchi. During the
summer vacation, I participated in a short-term
study abroad (summer school) in Korea which
broadened my global point of view. Alter coming
back to Japan, I had an internship of the Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport, and Tourism in
Iiroshima. This experience led me (o decide to work
m Japan. When T was a junior student, T began to
study about entry sheets, the SPI test, interviews,
etc. with my Japanese friends. Firstly, T checked
and sent e-mails to various companies through the
Internet, and I took part in company information
sessions. Secondly, I studied companies and analyzed
mysell. T got new knowledge every day, so daily life
was so fruitful. When I was a senior, I started my
job searching earnestly from March. T sent my entry
sheel lo various companies up to 6 a week. And I
went to many places for taking the SPI tests and
mmterviews. In the beginning, my job huntling, was
painful However because T could not get any offers,
I learned much from my failures. At last, I got an

unofficial job offer from “Kyushu Railway Company”
in late July. After finishing mv job hunting, I went
to Expo 2010 Shanghal in China with my parents
as a present to myselfl and enjoyed the rest of my
campas life,

The reason of working in Japan was that I
wanted to acquire more social experiences in
Japan. Hoping 10 make a bridge between China
and Japan in the future, putting my knowledge
through various field tourism and food industry,
it is the reason for me lo choose the "Kyushu
Railway Compani” .
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Mohammad Hasan Arif
Bangladesh (Graduate School of Economics)

It has been seven years, though it
seems only yesterday, since I first entered
Yamaguchi University. I studied at the
Faculty of Economics under a Japanese Grant
Aid for the Human Resources Development
Scholarship (JDS) and got my Master of
Economics degree in September 2005.

My twenty seven month sojourn in Japan
enriched me in various ways. Not only had
I gained academic knowledge in depth in
economics but also about every aspect of life.
Living in a unique and diverse country like
Japan enriches one immensely. The multi-
cultural exposure along with the positive traits
of the Japanese society modifies a person for
the better.

We were fortunate to enter YU during the
advent of internationalization of the university.
Though we had a special course in English
for JDS fellows, we had the opportunity to
make friends with both Japanese as well as
international students. Qur [riends made our
stay comfortable and memorable. The faculty
was caring, cooperative and helpful. The YU
campus at Yoshida was small yet beautiful.
The greenery and the changing colors of
various seasong were simply enchanting.
The amenities were quite adequate. The life
outside the campus was also made enjoyvable
through the caring and altruistic touch of
some Japanese and Bangladeshi friends from
various walks of life living in and around
Yamaguchi.

It is imperative that we conlinue our effort
as a bridge between Japan and Bangladesh.
We have alrcady formed the JDS Alumni
Association in Bangladesh. We are committed
to building this organization as a forum
of excellence devoted to the development
of Bangladesh. JDS Alumni are conscious
of the need for forging and fostering the
bonds of friendship and amity that exist
between the people of Bangladesh and Japan
through academic knowledge, socio-cultural
understanding and mutual appreciation of our
age-old heritages.

Returning home country, I continued my
gservice in the Bangladesh Civil Service. I
had the opportunity to serve at the Central
Secretariat in Dhaka as well as in the field
level administration. Currently, I am working
at the National Parliament in Dhaka with
the Parliamentary Standing Committee of
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the Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral
Resources. Everywhere T am utilizing my
attainments in Japan and trying to infuse the
positive traits of Japanese people and society.
I hope to visit Yamaguchi University again
someday!

Information from Faculties

The Graduate School of Science and Engincering
has collaborated with Udayana University on
a project of Human Resources Development in
Satellite Remote Sensing since 2009.

The aims of this project are to foster human
resources specializing the knowledge and
technology the satellite data by using satellite
remote sensing data, and to popularize and
promote the technique of space utilization.
The content of this project is to learn and to
make a research in a practical field such as
analyzing the data of Satellite Remote Sensing,
creating archives, environmental issues, disaster
prevention, vegetation, the ocean, etc. The classes
by a distance learning system started in 2010.
The course contains :5pace Engineering& Satellite
Remote Sensing, Digital Image Processing,
Disaster Mitigation, Advanced Geo-Informatics,
Environment I'luid Dynamics, Environment
Remote Sensing, Oceanography, Climate Change,
Land, Water & Vegetation Conservation, and
Space Engineering & Satellite Remote Sensing.

The first special needs program in 2009 was
aimed at international exchange students and
research students who planned to go to graduate
school. This fiscal year, this program is provided
by the expense of educational research activation
in the faculty of Humanities. This program started
6 classes per week last September, and expanded
to 12 classes per week by convining special
Japanese supplementary lectures. This program
includes cooperation with laculties from outside
the university. This program contains “Listening
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Training”, “Reading Training”, “Writing Training’,
and “Speaking Training”. We set up a “Japanese
studying room” and hired Natsuki Hara (the faculty
of Humanities) who passed the “Japanese Language
Teaching Competency Test” as a Student Assistant
in order to help international students to improve
thier Japanese skill. A “Japanese Teacher Training
Course” for foreign and Japanese students who
aim to be a Japanese teacher was established, and
cvaluated well due to the zeal and accomplishments
of Naomi Kimura, a teacher of this program.

Through this program, we hope that
international exchange students and research
students can take their major classes at the same
level as Japanese students. We also hope that
international students will not feel alienated in this
University. Students in the faculties of Economics
and Education also attend this program.

(The picture in the left side shows Nobuko
Yanebashi and exchange students from Thailand
and China) .

INFOFIMATION

Yamaguchi University has opened a bulletin
board for you, YU alumni. Please do feel free
to write YU, your alma mater, and vour fellow
alumni so you can let them know about what you
have been up to lately including your memories
from vour YU davs and so forth. Thank you.
USER ID: ryugakusei PASSWORD: YUISNW(7

A Notice to Everyone!

We would like to confirm if this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who is
receiving this newsletter, please send a confirmation
e-mail or postcard to the Yamaguchi University
International Student Centler. Please write any
questions or comments about the newsletier and

W2 TEHEALLE AR AL TWET any changes about personal information. Thank
NEFEWTT. LALLBEWLET, you for your cooperation and support.
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