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“The Project for Establishing
Core Universities for International
Students”

The Director of the International Student
Center of Yamaguchi University

Dr. Toshinobu FUKUYA

On the survey of “The Project for Establishing
Core Universities for International Students” in
2012, Yamaguchi University has been selected by
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology with Qita University, Nagasaki
University, Okayvama University, Kansai University,
Saitama University, and Yamagata University.

The purpose of this program is to improve the
acceptance of the international students and support
their lives and employment in Japan through a
good relationship between international students,
Japanese students and communities by cooperating
with universities, local governments, local economic
associations and NPO volunteer groups. It also
aims at building the system to utilize international
students’ abilitics and talent for boosting the local
economy, urban development, educational support,
and vitalizing tourism. Therefore, University
Consgortium Yamaguchi which is composed of
several universities in Yamaguchi Prefecture, will
play the main role for this project, even though
this project, even though this project was originally
committed to YU. To put it more precisely, the
most primary goal of this program is to expand
this “University Consortium” into the community
consortium which is called Yamaguchi International
Cooperation Associations Network.

As a first step, we started a radio show, “Catching
Up the Latest Topic with the International
Students!” in the show of “Afternoon is ZENKAI,
it's a time for the radio” on every first Wednesday
by cooperating with KRY Yamaguchi Broadcasting.
The time for this show is from 1:00- 1:30 p.m. This
show has already been broadcast since November
of 2012,with Ms.Jayalathge Don DILANI from Sri
Lanka, a research student of Faculty of Economics,
Mr.Ssenkumba JACOB from Uganda, a senior of
Faculty of Engineering in December, and Ms.Liu
YANG form China, a master student of Graduate
School of Education in January 2013(All from
Yamaguchi University). They sent out the experience
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of their life in Japan and their own cultures to the
community. It also brought great response from
listeners. In March Japanese students who are
planning to go to Cambodia for volunteer work will
join the show in March.

To make this show more fulfilling, we held a
symposium and live event, “From International
students to Community — People, Media, and
University — “on January 14th. International students
from all over Yamaguchi prefecture and community
people, approximatelly 250 people, came to the
event, preparing the extra chairs.

The panelists for this symposium were the
Wednesday personality of “Afternoon is ZENKAL it’
s a time for the radio”, Kyoko AOKI, and Toshinobu
FUKUYA, a chief of the Yamaguchi Broadcasting
Press Production, Masahiro TAKEMURA, the fourth
Wednesday personality, Mr. An JINSOL and three
international students who were mentioned above.
Ms. Liu YANG also participated as a MC with a
junjor of the Economics department, Kyohel FUJIL
This symposium was 4 participatory system, SO that
people could ask any question and comment freely to
those panelists. There were many great questions and
opinions from the which made the discussion very
productive floor.

In the concert of Japan, China and Korea, Satoshi
MIZUMOTO(Japan), Wang DAN(China), Mr. An
JINSOL(Korea) sang and played the erh hu, and all
three of them sang the traditional Okinawa song,
“Hana” in Japanese, Chinese and Korean. It made
performers and the audience come together at the end.

At the Yamaguchi University International
Student Center, we are planning to develop these
community activities with traditional projects such
as “Job Hunting Meeting Specialized in Tnternational
Students in Yamaguchi” and “Japanese Business
Culture Understanding Seminar for International
students” which are held by the International
Student Center, also planning to organize the
internship system for exchange students, and to
revitalize the town by cooperating with local travel
agent association.

o Xl News

gchool Mascot “YamaMe™

Since the year of 2015 is the 200th anniversary of
the foundation of Yamaguchi University, the school
mascot “YamaMe” was designed in the hope that
university students, kindergarten students and faculties
can be unified to keep going and make strong
connections between communities and the university.

In November 22nd, 2012, many students and

faculty members welcomed and cheered when
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“YamaMe” appeared at the General Education
Scuare. When President MARUMOTO met
“YamaMe” for the first time, he commented that he
expects YamaMe to become an active representative
of Yamaguchi University. The photo session and
hand shaking time were held after the ceremony.
There were many people lining up to shake hands
and take photos with YamaMe, which showed how
much “YamaMe” has already became popular among
students.

“YamaMe” will participate in various events to

promote Yamaguchi University.

First Pre-Arrival Admission in Beijing
On November 20th, pre-arrival admission was
held at the YU-Beijing lnternational Cooperation
Office in Capital Normal University for the first
time, This admission style was adopted so that
international students can save time to come over
to Japan only for taking the cxamination. Graduate
School of Science and engineering
recruited new students this year, and
all of the applicants safely passed
~ the examination. We are planning to
conduct public relation activities that
would contribute to a expansion of

Chinese students,

Japanese Conversation Volunteer Work
System

“The Japanese Conversation Volunteer Work
System” has been in operation started since April,
2012. In this system, Japanese students who
are interested in international exchange register
as volunteers and come into the Japanese class
occasionally to be a conversation partner for
international students. 46 Japancse students joined
this new system as a Japanese conversation volunteer.
The target of the system is all levels of Japanese
classes. International students can practice their
Japanese grammar which they have learned in the
class and have a conversation with native Japanese
speakers. This can be also a good opportunity to
make some Japanese friends. We are going to aim at
making students not only to study Japanese but also
use it with this current system.,
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Language Exchange Program {Tandem)

In Tandem language learning system, two people
of different first (or proficient) language help each
other. (The word “Tandem” originally came from the
bicycle for two people.)

The “Tandem” program has been in operation at
Yamaguchi University since October, 2012. There
are 47 students signed up, and 41 students have been
already started their each assisted learning. In the
most usual case, students help Japanese students to
learn English and the other way around, but there
are pairs that are trying to learn other languages such
as Bengali, Chinese, Korean, and French.

The eye-catching copy of this program is “How
many leaves do you have?” Why leaves? Because
“E%” “language”
“leaf of saying”. Actually this copy is to encourage

in Japancse, literary means
plurilinguisme at our university. We hope that our
language tree grows up and has a lot of leaves:--not
only Japanese/English.

The national symposium of three cities
and three universities

- Activating communities through “foods”
and promoting economic relationship
between Japan, China, and Korea -

On October 9th, the “National symposium of three
cities and three universities” was held by Yamaguchi
city and Yamaguchi University at a hotel in Yamaguchi
city. The relevant people of Jinan city in China,
Changwon city in Korea and Shandong University
and Changwon University which are located in each
city were invited for this symposium. This symposium
is held every year to develop the internationalization
between communities by exchanging opinions on
special topics betwcen the government representative
and university professors. The topic of this year was
“food”.
of the Education department made a spcech which
is titled “The food distribution, food trading and food
quality of East Asia”. He said that the food distribution
and those three countries which are Japan, China and

From our university, Professor Kazumi Araki

Korea have a strong connection, and we need to think
about the future food supplying system based on that
connection. The relationship of the three cities and
universities is expected to be continually developed
after this symposium.
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Cambodia Athletic Meet Project Send-0Off
Party was Held

On Wednesday, January 16th, we held a Teaching
the Children in Cambodia about Amazingness of
School Athletics Project (Abbreviation: Athletic
Meet Project)” send-off party at Yoshida Campus
Secretariat 2nd Building, Meeting Room 2. President
Marumoto, Vice-President Hattori and others
participated in the party and Professor Yuzou Unno
from our university's Faculty of Education, who is in
charge of this project and encouraged students going
to Cambodia.

This project is done by students and staff from
4 universities, our university’s Faculty of Education
Health and Physical Education class, Kyushu Junior
College of Kinki University, Nakamura Gakuen
University, and Seinan Gakuen University. The
participating students and staff will go to Chonkal
Elementary School in Northwestern Cambodia and
do an athletic meet. Elementary schools in Cambodia
do not have physical education on a daily basis,
and we wanted the children to know how physical
education is fun and establish physical education
in Cambodia. To accomplish this, Professor Unno
called to hold an athletic meet as part of international
education cooperation volunteer activity. 12 student
volunteers will participate from our university. In
this activity, it is planned to give utensils to the
children in Cambodia, and we asked for a donation
for utensils and many people helped us. The students
made a name card, poster, and banner in the Khmer
language, and they seem very excited about the
athletic meet.

Environment Education Human Resource
Development Program Course of Guizhou
in China

19 trainees of environment government came from
Guizhou, China, and the “Environment Education
Human Resource Development Program Course
of Guizhou” was held on August 26th through
September 7th. This course is one of the ODA
program, and it has been held since 2004 to develop
a person with the leadership and high specialties for
reducing poverty and the continuous development
and activation of communities. In this program,
trainees can visit facilities and also can learn
Japanese environmental conservation and activities.
During this program, we could see many trainees
asking questions about Japanese environmental
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protection and trying to learn and get the knowledge
about it. In the interview of trainees afterwards, they
said that they will bring out what they learned from
this program and contribute to the environmental
conservation in their country. [t showed how much
this course became a very meaningful training to all
of them.
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Phanthamixai SOUDALEE
|s0s (Braduate School of Economics)

Wwind Of My Hometown

After 7 years of overseas education in Japan, |
came back to Laos in September of 2011. [ studied
for 4 years at Yamaguchi University, and graduated
from the Graduate School of Economics in March,
2011.

After T returned to Laos, T was interested in jobs
related to interpreting and translating, so 1 had to
revise my English and study Japanese by myself.
Since 1 wanted to work for something related to
Japan, I have worked as a freelance translator
and interpreter, and have worked as a short-term
translator in JICA projects. Through these jobs,
I could have very important experiences. T had
opportunities to participate in events at the Japanese
Embassy in Laos, to take part in a research
regarding the potentiality of business outside of
Vientiane Prefecture, to get to know about Japanese
culture and foods, and to meet many Japanese
people.

As you can tell from the fact that the wattay
International Airport started to have a direct flight
from Vientiane to Tokyo for the first time in May
of 2012, and Japan has donated 42 buses to Laos,
the relationship between Japan and Laos became
stronger. Thanks to these buses, the transportation
of Laos became more convenient than before. As a
result of using public transportation to go to work
for one month, 1 realized that 1 was in Laos.

1t is because of people’s look. T did not realize
it, but people were watching my daily life. Even
though I took different buses or TUK TUK or small

buses, some people remembered my face. 1 was

—f—
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very surprised when | was asked by a monk if I
was working near by the Anousavary Patuxay, and [
was asked the same question by a market lady two
days after. We talked all the way to the destination.
People talked to me very friendly. After a while, the
bus driver remembered my destination without me
notice.

One thing that T was most impressed by is
the sudden discussion about “Today’s education
system” which was mentioned by the bus driver
with 10 passengers (including university students
and business people). People respond very kindly to
evervone like this, and it is the culture of Laos.

This might sound curious in Japan, but T have
experienced something just like this when T went
to Yamaguchi for the first time. I met one lady on
the train which goes to Yuda onsen. She was sitting
opposite and started to talk to me. At that moment
of this great meeting, I felt like | could become close
to Yamaguchi and felt “the wind of my hometown”

by looking at the many green mountains,

Zhang WEI

(Braauate School of East Asian Studies)

China
The impression of the Japanese Ph.D program

My name is Zhang WEL and I am an associate
professor, shool of Economics at Beijing Technology
and Business University. After | studied at Graduate
School of Economics as a research student for
half a year from October 2004, T advanced to a
doctorates course of East Asian Studies. I recieved
my Ph.D. in September of 2008, and I am now
engaged in finance education and research at School
of Economics of Beijing Technology and Business
University.

I would like to appreciate Yamaguchi University
first which offered me a perfect environment for
research and a free and scholarly atmosphere. T
also would like to express my sincere gratitude
to Professor Li HAIFENG, Professor Shigenori
[SHIDA, Professor Shu Long tan for teaching and
supporting me kindly.

Duyring my studying in Japan, the Japanese Ph.D.
training system and scholarly research method gave
me many beneficial effects. All of them are applied

to my education and research today.
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Ph.D students are selected by professors based
on the score of the entrance exam and estimate the
research ability. Professors put strong emphasize on
the quality of the MA thesis and value the student's
potential abilities .

Writing a doctoral dissertation under supervision
is the most crucial part of the program for those
students enrolled in Ph.D course of graduate
schools, and it needs to be repeatedly directed by
professors. Through this process, you can expect
get a higher level research ability and can build up
the base for the future.

In the Ph.D. program, you will come across
many different people with many different points of
view. The Japanese Ph.D. program uses a scminar
system and cultivates a speculative ability. Besides
his or her supervisor, Ph.D students also can ask
academic advice to professors who are in the same
and diffcrent field of research at their university and
even by those who are at the different institution.
Integrating many different opinions and idea can
make arguments of dissatation more accurate and
clear.

1 have been responsible for six different research
subjects since I came back to China. I have
publicized five articles in English through academic
magazines and international academic conferences,
five articles in Chinese in the national core journal,
and also published a book 1 wrote. All of my success
came from the experience of the Japanese Ph.D.
program and the basic skills which 1 developed
there.

A Notice to Everyone!

We would like to confirm if this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who is
receiving this newsletter; please send a confirmation
e-mail or postcard to the Yamaguchi University
International Student Center. Please write any
questions or comments about the newsletter and any
changes about personal information. Thank you for
your cooperation and support.
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