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Greetings from the President-
Designate

Masaaki OK 4, Professor of the Department of
Digestive Surgery and Surgical Oncology (Surgery 1),
Graduate School of Medicine, Yamaguchi University

My name is Masaaki Oka, and I was elected
to he the President-designate. I come from Hofu
City, Yamaguchi and graduated from the Faculty
of Medicine, Yamaguchi University in 1976. After
graduation, T specialized in digestive surgery and
was appointed as a professor for Surgery II, in the
Faculty of Medicine, Yamaguchi University in 1996
and as a director of Yamaguchi University Hospital
in 2010, Then, T was selected for the candidate of
president, on 1 November, 2013.

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology (MEXT) seeks the globalization of
universities as one of the pillars of university reform.
To be a globalized university, we need (o advance
to become an attractive university for international
students by providing university education across
national boundaries and by introducing common
credits lransferrable to the students’ degrees. Also,
it is important to foster an environment where
Japanese students actively try studying abroad.

Yamaguchi University is celebrating its 200th
year in 2015 (since the first foundation of the
university was established.) With this anniversary,
we are planning to set up the “Yamaguchi University
Foundation” for human resource development. This
foundation will provide more generous support for
international students as well as sending Japanese
students to overseas universitics and will improve the
educational surroundings of facultics and graduate
schools. One of the key factors to lead this plan
to success is to gain the cooperation of former
international students who graduated from YU and
have them play an active role in their countries. T ask
for your cooperation to give sufficient information
about studying in Japan to potential students. If you
find out problems or improvements, please contact the
International Students Centre. Japanese students who
study in your country might be filled with anxiety and
have various worries as you might have had when
you came to YU. T hope you will extend your helping
hand to those students and support and assist them.
T believe that mutual exchange is what will bring the
major trend of human resource development and thus
it will be a contribution for your country,

Additionally, it is considered that a new faculty will
be set up. We are planning an exchange programme
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for this faculty, where Japanese students will need
to study abroad for one year, and in turn we will
receive the same number of international students
from partner universities. This will bring the number
of international students of YU to over 400 and the
internationalization of our campus will be increased.
To current international students, especially those
who study in the Yoshida Campus, I ask for your
cooperation in helping new students. I strongly expect
that many international students who experienced
the exchange programme will wish to continue their
studies in YU after graduation. T recommend that
Jectures taught in English will be introduced for
undergraduate courses, and that research presentations,
discussions as well as lectures in graduate schools will
be delivered in English. I also feel that it is important
to have an environment for learning not only English
but other Asian related languages as well.

Lastly, YU is located in a historic, beautiful and
peaceful area and is the most suitable environment
for studying. As it is the countryside, people around
here are friendly, prices are low and it is comfortable
to live here. I hope international students will cnjoy
a fulfilling student life here, with our high level of
education and well equipped facilities.

Y.U. News

President Marumoto and his party
attended the commemorative
ceremony for the 30th
anniversary of the establishment
of the friendly relations between
Yamaguchi University and
Shandong University.

YU signed the Agreement of Academic Exchange
with Shandong University in 1983, which was the
first agrecment with a foreign university since the
founding of our university. Last year marked the
commemorative 30th anniversary, and the ceremony
was held in Shandong University on Thursday
14 November 2013 to celebrate the enhanced
academic exchange and show our respect to previous
presidents. From our university, President Marumoto,
Vice President Hattori and fourteen other members
attended the cercmony. The ceremony was held in
an amicable mood. In a discussion meeting after the
ceremony, researchers and students who have visited
YU said a few words and President Marumoto gave a
talk entitled “The Journey of the Academic Exchange
between Yamaguchi University and Shandong
University for the Past Thirty Years” In his speech,
he mentioned the history of a long tradition of the
academic exchange between both universities and
presented a vision for the future. At the end of his
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speech, he gave a pledge of further advancement
of both universitics in Chinese, and it received a
favorable reception. YU will further develop the
relationship with Shandong University and promote
internationalization targeted in the East Asia region.

Conducting an Pre-Admission
Entrance Exam in China
On Monday 18 November 2013, an admission

exam for applicants for the Graduate School of
Science and Engineering was conducted at the
Yamaguchi University International Cellaboration
Office in Beijing located inside Capital Normal
University. This exam has been conducted since
2012 to let loreign applicants save many efforts from
coming to Japan for the exam, and allowing it to
be taken in China. This vear as the second time,
eight people applied for the exam, seven people sat
for it and six people passed it. With this result, it
is expected that the number of enrolled students
will be increased in comparison with FY2012. Also,
an admission exam for the Graduate School of
Economics is scheduled to be conducted in Shandong
University and Guizhou University for April 2014,
and we arc preparing to open the application in
March 2014, We expect that more students from
China will be enrolled at our University through this

admission exams in China hereafter.

More Agreements for Academic
Exchange with Foreign Universities
for Further Internationalization of

Our University

As of December 2013, YU has newly signed the
Inter-University Exchange Agreement with two
foreign universities and Inter-Faculty Exchange
Agreement with four foreign universitics. The
We have
valued the cordial relations with exchange partner

following is the list of agreements.

universities such as Shandong University which have
had the Agreement of Academic Exchange for more
than thirty vears, while we have been increasing
the number of new exchange partner universities
steadily as a result of dealing with internationalization
in response to the circumstances surrounding our
university. This vear, we selected some universities
among our original partner University as key
universities, which were expected to enhance our
research capacities and strengthen the cooperation in
the research aspect. We lock forward to intensifying
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academic exchange with foreign universities in
various ficlds and enhancing the quality of our
university hereafter.

List of Signed Inter-University Exchange Agreements

El# WFERES Country |Counterpart University
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Promoting the Project
Establishing Core Universities for
International Students

YU has been seclected for the FY 2012 project
establishing core universities for international students
designed by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). To increase
the number of future international students, this
project involves collaboration with universities, local
governments, regional economic organizations, NPOs,
volunteer organizations and other associations and
aims to prepare a support system aiding their stay in
Japan and job hunting prospects by deepening cordial
relationships between international students and
Japanese students, local residents and companies.

To support this project, YU has an emphasis on
the following two targets. The first one is supporting
their job hunting. Last year, we held the 6th “Job
Hunting Support Festival in Yamaguchi” and the 4th
“Lecture Series of Understanding Japanese Corporate
Culture”. On top of that, we newly launched the
“Networking Event for International Students and
Corporate Managers” co-organized by Saikyo Bank to
offer more networking opportunities for them.

The second target Is encouraging international

students to interact with the local socicty. So far,
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in connection with KRY Yamaguchi Broadcasting,
we have set up a radio programme where they can
convey their message to society. Also, on 7 July
2013, we held the movie screening and symposium
“Rebuilding Japan and South Korea’s Amicable
Relationship from the movie ‘Chirusoku no Natsu's
perspective”. Panelists such as the film director, Mr
Kiyoshi Sasabe, the movie actress, Ms. Yuri Mizutani,
Mr. Moonseob Lee from Tokuyama Korea and Mr.
Yoichi Takeda from Avex group who is in charge of
K-POP were invited to discuss and explore the roles
cultural exchange plays in the private sector. The
number of aticndees exceeded 300, and it was so
crowded that we had some of the audience standing.

As a future effort, we are planning to build an
internship system for international students and issue
job hunting guidelines for them.

Student Exchange Programme
among Yamaguchi University,
Shandong University and Kongju
National University

From September 10, 2013 to September 17, 2013,
“Student Exchange Programme 20137 was held
on Yoshida campus for 8 days. 5 students and one
faculty member from Shandong University and
Kongju National University, and 18 students and
one faculty member from Yamaguchi University
took part in this programme, which approximately
30 people joined in total. This programme is for
students of the above universitics which have signed
the Agreement of Academic Exchange mutually and
aims to increase the cultural understanding of East
Asia, and to promote cultural exchange and Peace
Understanding awareness through exchange opinions
regarding one another’s values or views. It is a
rotational programme and held every year in one of
the universities.

This time students enjoyed a cooking programme
where they cooked and ate the home cooking of each
country and a two-day one-night joint retreat at the
National Yamaguchi Tokuji Youth Outdoor Learning
Centre. Through these activities, they deepened cross-
cultural understanding and strengthened multilateral
friendship. Finally, they had a discussion about
“personal relationships” and exchanged their views
vigorously.

Through such programmes, we hope to deepen
understanding about the history and culture of each
country, leading to a more active interchange than
before.
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Kim In Tae
Korea(Graduate School of Science and
Engineering)

Hello everyone. My name is Kim In Tae.

Currently, [ am working as an assistant professor
of the Graduate School of Scicnce and Engineering
in Yamaguchi University (YU). T entered the above
schoaol in 2009 as an international student from
South Korea and graduated in March 2012. During
my college vears, I majored in Materials Chemistry
and particularly researched Electrochemistry (lithium
secondary batteries, capacitors and fuel cells etc.)
After graduation, T was employed as a researcher
at the Fuel Cell Nanomaterials Centre, University
of Yamanashi and worked there for one year and
six months. After that, T have becn employed as an
assistant professor in YU since October 2013 and
returned to Ube city, Yamaguchi.

For all graduates, what is the impression of
Yamaguchi like? My impression is that Yamaguchi
is Japan's best city in terms of “tender-hearted
people.” The reason why I feel that way is based
on my personal experiences with my supervisor.
Before coming to Japan, T had already felt his
kind heart through our emails, and moreover he
picked me up at the airport and introduced various
employment opportunities to me at the time of
my graduation. That isn't all. For instance, I could
experience the Japancse family life and local culture
by participating in a variety of events held by
officers in the Sanyo-Onoda city government who
have an interest in inlernational interaction. Also,
as a culture expericnce programme, YU offered
Calligraphy and Sado (the way of tea) courses and
a trip to Kyushu and Osaka at the end of the year;
Ube city government also hosted a Yamaguchi tour
exclusively for international students. With those
experiences, T have felt the kindness of pcople in
Yamaguchi and had great times during my stay in
Yamaguchi.

At present, T have returned to live in Yamaguchi
from Yamanashi, and I found that there is no other
place like here where I can have these heart-
warming experiences. Although I came back here
after a year and a half’s absence, old acquaintances

had a get-together party for me. Professors, friends
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and even the store manager of a noddle shop which
T often went to welcomed me with their shining
smiles.

T'o any alumni who went back to their country
after graduation or who are working in other parts
of Japan, why don’t you visit “Yamaguchi and YU”
where you have once lived and studied during
your holidays? To current students, please come
back here again after your graduation, Yamaguchi
must be a place with many good old memories
for all alumni. Lastly, T wish all alumni who have
experienced studying in YU enjoy continuous great
days filled with Yamaguchi’'s memories, as I do.

Wang Wei

China{Graduate School of Economics)

Yamaguchi, My Adopted Hometown in Japan

It has been ten and a half years already since I
completed my studies at the Graduate School of
Economics, Yamaguchi University (YU) in March
2003. Time flies so fast.

After graduation, I went to Kobe to work
at a major shipping company. Although Kobe
is considered as a fashionable town, it was an
unaccustomed environment for me since [ had
been surrounded by Yamaguchi’s nature’s bounty
and gentle people. Honestly, back at that time,
I cried every time when T recalled my days at
Yamaguchi. My friends from college worried about
me and encouraged me on the phone. Thanks to
the encouragement from those friends, I came to
feel that “T am the SAMURAI from Yamaguchi and
have to live up to the name.” So I have started to
work hard in showing my presence in the big city. |
acquired this motivation from Yamaguchi.

On weekdays, I perform my tasks diligently,
and on weekends, 1 try to acquire the business
knowledge 1 lack and atiend the related courses.
In 2006, I started a shipping business in Osaka
together with Mr. Li Hong who had worked in the
same industry (graduated from the Graduate School
of Economics, YU in March 2002). | puzzled myself
considerably before siarting the business, but with
one word from my benefactor in Yamaguchi, “have a
go at it,” I determined to “give it a shot”. The short-
form of YU and that of Shandong University, China
where | came from (the sister University of YU)
is the same: “YAMADAIL” To show my gratitude
to acquaintances in Yamaguchi who helped me a
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lot such as my supervisor, we named our company
“Yamadai Shipping Co., Ltd.”

In the early years, friends in Yamaguchi sent me
management related books and a lot of tasty foods
to encourage me. Thanks to them, the business has
been growing steadily since our company started
and achieved a 7-year track record of growth and
profitability. In 2012, we got the license of customs
broking in Osaka and set up a customs clearance
department to expand our business. When T was
immature in business and met an obstacle, friends
in Yamaguchi, such as a former counselor of the
Yamaguchi Rotary Club, always gave me advice.
One day, T had the chance to meet one person who
comes from Yamaguchi and is a real “Samurai” in
the business world, who introduced to me many tips
for the business world. When T had dinner with him
and a businessman from Osaka, he said proudly, “He
is an ‘Osaka Shonin {(Osaka merchant)” and T am a
“Yamaguchi Samural.” Since then, T often recall this
phrase in difficult times. Getting over difficultics
during seven and a half years, currently we have ten
regular employees and morcover we are looking for
a staff members who is fluent in Chinese. (We most
welcome YU graduates.)

As T am writing this article, my eldest son (five
years old) said, “What are you doing, Mommy?” I
replied to him as T was writing this article. Then,
he said, “I want to ride the Yamaguchi-Gou (SL
Yamaguchi}!” and my second son (three years old)
ran up to me and said, “Me too!” Well, T would like
to visit Yamaguchi with my family soon; my adopted
hometown.

A Notice to Everyonel

We would like to confirm if this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who is
receiving this newsletter, please send a confirmation
c-mail or posicard to the Yamaguchi University
International Student Center. Please write any
questions or comments about the newsletter and any
changes about personal information. Thank vou for
your cooperation and support.
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