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Greetings from the President

President of Yamaguchi University
Masaaki, OKA

Yamaguchi University has its origins in Yamaguchi
Kodad which was established in 1815 and is
celebrating its 200th anniversary in this year. We
are the third oldest university in Japan and have a
long history. Since various cvents are scheduled to
celebrate the 200th anniversary in this year, I would
like to ask international students and alumni to join
these events and warm them up.

A new faculty, the Faculty of Global and Science
Studies will kick off in this April. We set the fixed
number of students for the laculty as 100 students
and they will study abroad for one year from next
September during their second year. At the same
time, it is scheduled that additional 100 exchange
students will study at Yoshida Campus. [ would like
senior intcrnational students to tell them what you
have ever leammed in Yamaguchi or give some advice
if they need vour help. Last year, T visited Da-Yeh
University, Tunghai University, Kainan University
and Providence University and signed an academic
agreement with them to conclude a comprehensive
cooperation for the exchange programme. We were
well-received by those universities and felt that they
highly expected the exchange programme with us.
I would like to visit more overseas universities and
strengthen mutual relations.

Currently, we designed “A Future Vision
of Yamaguchi University 2015” to simulate our
university in next decade. This vision mainly
advocates to aim to the creation of “Diversity
Campus” by ten vears later, 2025. The “Diversity
Campus” means all university member including
international students and people from the local
community try to tolerate to diversity such as
history, culture, race, language or religion, create
new values and catch the wind from Asia for
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looking forward the big wave of globalization and
diversity.

Since the medieval era, in Yamaguchi, there has
been an active atmosphere of importing culture
from overseas through trade or human exchange.
Also, people in Yamaguchi have had the ‘Restoration
mind’ which is a strong motive to accomplish
reforms by raising awareness of actual situation and
subjectively taking action. With this mind, we will
make an effort to foster global leaders who drive
trans-border sustainable Asia and create Innovation
of Japanese origin.

As mentioned above, all faculty member, staff and
students of Yamaguchi University will work together
and continue to evolve as the university strongly
cooperated with regional socicty and desired by
them, T consider that all international students
are also our students and would like you to fully
understand our vision and strive for it.

Lastly, T wish all our students and alumni continued

SLCCESS.

Y.U. News

President Oka and three other
members visit four universities in
Taiwan

President Oka and three other members of
Yamaguchi University visited four universities in
Taiwan (Kainan University, Providence University,
Tunghai University, and Da-Yeh University)
from October 29 to October 31, 2014.Yamaguchi
University has gained agreement with these four
universities which arc the destination of foreign
exchange for Faculty of Global and Science Studies
launched in April, 2015 on exchanging 10 additional
students in between each university and us., During
this visit, we officially signed an academic agreement
with these
universities and
had consultation
regarding
further student
exchange.

The Faculty
of Global and
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Science Studies requires students to study abroad
for at least one year and also accept outstanding
international students from overseas. This will mark
an important first step toward setting up “Diversity
Campus” for which Yamaguchi University will aim
for the next 10 years.
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Information session for students
wishing to study abroad is held

On Friday, January 9, an information session for
students wishing to study abroad was held under
the joint auspices of Yamaguchi University and the
Japanese Graduate Student Association in the US
(JGSAU).

JGSAU represents individuals who have studied
for a degree in the US. lts purpose is to give
Japanese students who wish lo study abroad advice
and information. This April, Yamaguchi University
3 is planning to establish a
Faculty of Global and Science
Studies, which will introduce
a system requiring students
to study abroad for at least
one year. For this reason,
we have been making every
effort to internationalize our
students.

The information session
featured lectures by Ms. Miho
Kaneko, a JGSAU member
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from Ube city in Yamaguchi, Assistant Professor
Chikako Nihei from the Yamaguchi University
International Student Center, and Emeritus Professor
Takashi Masuda from Tokyo University, a member
of the Funai Foundation for Information Technology
selection committee and the Yamaguchi University
joint management council.

A panel discussion was held after the lectures,
and audience members who had studied abroad had
a chance to talk about their cxperiences, making the
discussion lively.

Yamaguchi University hopes that more students
will become interested in studying abroad, thereby

increasing their future life and career options.

Promoting the Project
Establishing Core Universities for
International Students

Yamaguchi University has been sclected for the
Fiscal Year 2012 project establishing core universities
for international students designed by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
and implemented the project under the catchphrase
“From Visitors To Be Partners.” To achieve the
catchphrase, we held “Job Hunting Support Festival
in Yamaguchi®, “Lecture Series of Understanding
Japanese Corporate Culture” and “Networking Event
for International Students and Corporale Managers.”
Also, we conducted the grass-roots participatory
symposium “Deliver the Foods of Yamaguchi to
the World” for deepening exchanges between
international students and the local community and
around 120 participants attended it. Besides, in
conncction with KRY, we have continued a radio
programme where
international
students have
talk. We will
keep promoting
the

for

support
fostering
international
students to be
global leaders as

partners of Japan.
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rrent Students

Son Bong Kee
Korea(Economics)

This year, 2015 is my third year in Yamaguchi.
Since my hometown in Korea is located in
metropolitan district, initially, T was considerably
confounded the campus life in Yamaguchi University
located in rural areas. At first, I felt inconvenience
for some reasons such as downtown area is far
away from the campus or there is no preferred
boutique in this town. However, currently, I become
well accustomed to the life in Yamaguchi and find
an interest here and enjoy it.

However, even if T get used to the life here, it
is very hard to remove the feeling of “loneliness.”
Although T have had many Japanese friends, still
my heart was full of “loneliness” until the first
semester of last year. It is because sometimes [
and my Japanese friends had difficulty to tell our
feelings correctly to each other since we grew up in
a different culture and language background. While,
thanks to my friend who was back from the two
years military service in last September, the feeling
of “loneliness” has been reduced little by little.

Generally speaking, the biggest concern in living
in other country is whether you like the taste of
the country food or not. In my case, T am less than
picky about food and if I must say somcthing, [ am
just allergic to Umeboshi, “pickled plums.” Apart
from that, I can take anything and so far have had
no trouble with food excepting for the cxpense on
eating out in Japan is higher than that in Korea,
which is a somewhat worrisome issue for me.

What [ worried about the most before arriving in
Japan was ‘the language barrier] As was expected, it
was hard to insurmountable for me who had stayed
living in Korea for 23 years. Although I learned
Japanese in Korea for approximately 9 years before
leaving for Japan, that was just standard Japanese.
Therefore, 1 could not understand Yamaguchi dialect
which my classmates spoke when T just arrived in
Japan.

However, I can manage to understand Yamaguchi
dialect recently and at some meetings, I contributed
to present my scminar activities for new students
joining my seminar in the coming academic year
future

I hope my experience will be helpful for

domestic and International students,
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Liu Shugiu

China(Graduate school of Economics)

I am from QGuizhou, China and arrived here in
September 16, 2014. Currently, I am enrolled in the
Graduate School of Economics to do a first-year of
master’s degree course and so far I spent around
four months in Yamaguchi. T made many [riends in
campus and the life here is so fun. However, T could
not get used to the Japancse lifestyle, especially
Japanese food when I just came from China. My
hometown is located in highland region and people
there like to eat spicy food. Compared with that,
Japanese dishes are plain and not spicy at all. Also,
the variety of vegetables here is lesser than that in
China. Initially, I was confounded by Japanese food,
but I have developed the taste after realizing that

Japanese vegetables are fresh and good for health.

What I surprised in adapting to Japanecse lifestyle
is that Japanese pcople have a high tolerance for
cold. Even on freezing cold day, people here, at any
age, dress lightly. Perhaps it might be the key for
their longevity. T am sensitive to cold and feel that
it is hard to survive winter with light clothes, As
another surprise, | realized most of the Japanese
people drive in a law-abiding manner. In my
hometown, I hardly rode a bicycle, but here I can
ride it safely.

Tn the learning aspect, I feel difficulty to keep
up in Japanese language course and am struggling
with it. Especially, I am not good at listening and
sometimes I cannot understand what teachers
say. However, teachers and senior students of my
seminar surcly help me to understand if T have
unclear points. I am truly amazed at their kindness.
Although my major in undergraduate school was
Japanese language, currently my research field
is about tourism economics. I am struggling in
Economics but learning in my seminar has been
helpful and profitable for my research, Thanks to
my supervisor and friends in my seminar, I suffer
less and less from being taught in Japanese and
enjoy my research and life in Yamaguchi. I really

appreciate my supervisor and friends.

Tt has been four months since I came to Japan

and 1 totally got used to life here. Actually,
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Yamaguchi University receives many international
students from all over the world and one of the
delightful things is interacting with them. With this
circumstance, I can expand my knowledge about
not only Japan but also other countries. In order to
have no regrets, I will spend time here as a precious
moment and build unforgettable memories.
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Zhang zhi Yu
China(Graduate School of East Asian Studies)

I graduated from the Graduate School of East
Asian Studies, Yamaguchi University in 2010. After
doing a research fellow at Graduate School of East
Asian Studies, | came back to my home country,
China and I took a post at the Hconomics Section,
School of Economics and Business, Northeastern
University at Qinhuangdao, China. I feel that the
latest four years was a turning point of my life.
After joining Northeastern University, T deliver
lectures while researching. In the past three years,
I taught several subjects, such as, “Contemporary
“An Economic History of
“Nelwork

“Financial English” for economics

Chinese Economics”,
the World”,
Economics”,

“Regional Economics”,

majored students, and “English for Information
Management and Information System” for the
majored students. As my ceaseless effort result,
I was evaluated to be the first-grade assistant
professor in this summer. After T started to work
here, I published totally 22 academic articles on the
fields of rural economics, Japanese contents industry
and others. Among them, 17 articles were first
author or correspondent author’s, 6 were written
in English, 3 were written in Japanese, 2 were in
Chinese Social Science Citation Index *CSSCI” and
1 was for Index to Scientific Technical Proceedings
“ISTP” in overseas. Also, I was assessed as “an
excellent instructor for students’dissertation-making”
this year.

As my feedback for the past four years from the
graduation, I feel it is extremely important for my

research to take full advantage of my trilingual
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skill and research method mastered in Yamaguchi
University. 1 try my best to write more quality
papers in order to realize the promotion of associate
professor. Lastly, I express my deep and sincere
gratitude to Yamaguchi University.

The root of Yamaguchi University was Yamaguchi
Lecture Hall, a private school founded by Udea
Hoyo in 1815. ln 1949, Yamaguchi University was
cstablished as a new-system university.

Yamaguchi University Contribules to regional
human resources development and fosters global
human resources.

Now, Yamaguchi University will celebrate its

200th anniversary in 2015.

We celebrate the continuation of the ideals of our
predecessors for 200 years and expect the further
development of Yamaguchi University. We are to
have several commemorative events for the next

100 vears.

A Notice to Everyone!

We would like to confirm il this newsletter is
reaching all of its recipients, so for everyone who is
receiving this newsletter, please send a confirmation
e-mail or postcard te the Yamaguchi University
International Student Center. Please write any
guestions or comments aboul the newsletter and any
changes about personal information. Thank you for
your cooperation and support.
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