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Title
Deciphering Patent Strength: Pharmaceutical Industry’s Patent Landscape

BERFOI S & FE R < ~ BRI R OB R f ~

This study meticulously examines the nuances of patent categorization in the pharmaceutical industry,
focusing on the delineation between strong and weak patents. Leveraging Orange Book data and
targeted case studies, it scrutinizes the strategic maneuvers of both generic and innovative drug
manufacturers in the arenas of patent litigation and management. Through a methodological lens, we
dissect the patenting strategies employed by both generic and innovative drug manufacturers,
spotlighting the pervasive development of patent thickets. These thickets, manifested through the
iterative patenting of drug modifications, serve not only to fortify ownership claims but also to sculpt
the competitive landscape, precipitating legal skirmishes and the strategic use of 'pay for delay'
agreements. Such tactics, while fostering profit-sharing among entities, invariably exert upward
pressure on drug pricing, consequently burdening healthcare affordability. These maneuvers, aimed at
profit maximization, consequentially escalate drug prices and challenge healthcare affordability. The
research methodology hinges on a multifaceted analysis, combining quantitative data assessment with
qualitative case study explorations to draw insights into the strategic underpinnings of patent
management and litigation. Additionally, the study casts a spotlight on the global repercussions of such
strategies, underscoring their impact on escalating healthcare costs. This research enriches the discourse

on patent dynamics in the pharmaceutical industry, highlighting its legal, economic, and ethical stakes.

Deciphesing Patent Strenetix i T P o e
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Patent Landscape
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