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ASO : A wonderful place to visit

A. S. M. Saifullah
(Ph.D. Student)
Faculty of Science, Yamaguchi University

Creations of God are all wonderful and mysterious. We wonder to see the order and beauty of the
nature all over the world. When I was a high school student I wondered to read about the volcano and
dreamed to see them on my own eyes. On 22" December 2001 , I was really excited when our bus started
for Kumamoto Prefecture to visit the great ASO. ASO is one of the world's most active volcano, which
produced more explosive eruptions than any other volcano in the world. Almost 90 foreign students
belong to the different faculties of Yamaguchi University participated in this trip, organized by the
university authority. On the way to Kumamoto, we visited the famous Sapporo beer factory at Kyushu. I
was impressed to see their environmental-friendly modern technology. We reached ASO Plaza hotel at 5.
30pm and stayed overnight there. After having a good dinner with some exclusive Japanese dishes, we
took the opportunity to dip into the ONSEN (hot spring) . Bathing in the ONSEN was indeed a pleasant
experience. The accommodation was good enough but I could not sleep well because of my excitement to
set my footprints on ASO. Next morning at 9.30am, we left the hotel for our desired destination and on
the way to ASO; we enjoyed the traditional SARU-MAWASHI (Monkey dance). While enjoying
different acrobatics of the well-trained SARU san, I realized the cultural similarities among the Asian
countries. It was around 11.30am our bus reached at the base of ASO. After getting off from the bus I
smelled sulfur dioxide (SO:) in the air that reminded me that I was very near to the volcano. Having
green signal from the ASO authority, we decided to reach near to the mouth of the volcano. It was about
900 meter away from us and we took the ropeway car to reach there. While going up by the ropeway, I
Looked around and amazed to see the scenic beauties of the mountains, which were all covered by snow.
After 5 minutes, we reached at the top of the mountain and walked towards the mouth of the volcano.
Huge amount of smokes were coming out from the volcano, told us its active nature. For a while, I could
not believe myself that I was standing in front of the world's most active volcano. The weather was so
cold but my excitement overcame all the hurdles. The majestic beauty and grandeur of the ASO filled us
with a sense of our smallness, humbled our pride and for a time carried us away to a world better and
nobler than our day-to-day one. We enjoyed the whole trip and learned a lot. Finally I would like take
the opportunity to thank the university authority and to those people who worked hard for this trip.
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A Trip To Kumamoto

HAER R 2FSERL 3 4R
Tanvir Khatlani

We the foreign students of Yamaguchi University have a privilege, that in addition to other facilities,
we are being provided an opportunity to have a visit to some places having a historical or cultural
background, by the authorities of Yamaguchi University. It gives an in depth knowledge to those foreign
students who apart from their usual studies are also interested in Japanese, history, culture and
traditions. These trips are not only educational, but also are entertaining, and they open new horizons
for the touring students. Yamaguchi University has organized a few tours in the past a few years to
Fukuyama, Fukuoka Aquarium as well as to Toyota factory and other interesting places. All these
places had their own importance and proved successful tour spots .

This year an ovenight bus tour was organized for Mount Aso in Kumamoto Prefecture. Although
being winter it was not the ripe time to visit there, because of severe cold and snow, yet I think that
every one was enthusiastic to pay a visit to the world famous active volcano site, We had been
anxiously waiting since long for the day to come, and at last the 22" December arrived and all of us
laden with bags and warm clothes assembled in the university lawns for departure. It was a sunny day
and not so cold, and this was a pleasant welcome from nature. The busses start at 8:30 am towards the
Engineering faculty (Ube campus) where some other students boarded the bus and we headed towards
our destination. On the way we stopped at a few Parking areas and around noon reached to a city in
Oita Prefecture known as Hita, which is famous for the Beer Factory, called as the Sapporo Beer
Garden. We were shown the fermentation tanks. used for Beer preparation, and on-spot information was
provided to us related to the Brewery industy in Japan. Our next stop was a water packing plant.
Although people there claim that the water they pack, has some medicinal properties, and cures for
some human ailments, yet it is to be confirmed. From here we straightaway drove towards Kumamoto
through forests and zigzag roads, and at about 5:00 pm we were passing through Mount Aso. It was
already dark and cold outside, so the guide gave us some information about the surroundings, that too
inside the bus, and we straightly went to the hotel.

Hotel was a typical "Onsen Hotel" (A Japanese style hotel having a spa and comfortable tatami
rooms). Delicious Japanese food including Sushi, Sashimi as well as Tempura and some Kumamoto
special cuisine (unfortunately I forgot the Japanese name for them) was served at dinner, soon afier
which, we were entertained by Karaoke. Although every one was allowed to sing, but only those
students who could sing Japanese songs, participated in it. Some of the students went to see Hanabi
(Fireworks). In the night, students relaxed in the Spa and had a nice sleep with sweet dreams. On the
next day we started our trip towards Mount Aso, which is the main attraction in that area. On the way
we stopped at Saru Mawashi (Monkey theatre), where tamed monkeys were performing a show. It was

interesting and all of us enjoyed the show. From here we went Mount Aso, which is thought to have
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erupted several thousand years ago, but is still an active volcano, and smoke and dust is still coming
out from its crater. It is called a “Cardella” (having a main active volcano in the center encircled by a
number of small dormant volcanic mountain peaks). We took a ropeway from the base of the mountain,
towards the crater, which depicts the horrible picture of a volcano. The whole scene was scary.
Although we were informed to beware of any untoward happenings, but thanks god, nothing unusual
happened, and we were watching the greatness of God, which is beyond the control of any human being.
Man, who has the pride that he is whole and sole, and who can do anyihing in this universe is really a
small helpless creature like other creatures, in front of nature (God) and he is really unable to do any
petty thing, and can never compete him (God). In spite of the chilling cold, and slippery surface, Lots of
people were there to see the active volcano.. We stayed there for about an hour and came back to the
base camp. Because of frequent volcanic eruptions in the past, there are many natural hot springs, and
in some places, people put raw eggs in these hot springs, and within no time they get boiled. They are
called as "Onsen Tamago". In Mount Aso, there were some vendors selling these Onsen tamago. We enj
oyed the hot and delicious eggs there. Around noon we started back and had a halt at Mount Aso
Farmland. It is actually a government farm for rearing cattle, yet it provides a good shopping and
Omiyage (present) center in that area. There are also many restaurants, especially the Asian Kitchen,
where we had our lunch, amid the Japanese stage music. After shopping the Omiyage in the shopping
malls, we started our journey back around 3:00 pm in the aftermoon. And we reached University at
about 7:30 pm. Although every one was tired, yet it was the best trip, and all of us enjoyed a lot.
Thanks lord that it was holiday on the next day, so every one could sleep till late, without any tension of
class or the experiment.

It was a great trip and I thank the University authorities for arranging such a trip. Thanks are due
for all the teaching and non-teaching staff who accompanied us, and made our trip a successful tour. I

would also thank to other people who were related in one way or the other in this tour. Thanks a lot for

everything. Good-bye.
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